10. The Song of Praise in 1 Chronicles 16—
Logotechnical Analysis

Guidelines

e Please read the General Introduction and the Introduction to the Embedded Hymns.
e For common features found in the numerical analysis charts, see the "Key to the charts".

The Song of Praise in its Literary Context

e According to the introduction the Chronicler’s Song of Praise is the outcome of king
David’s order to Asaph and his kinsmen to offer thanks to Yahweh. From a literary point
of view the Song has been embedded by the author of Chronicles as the high point in
David’s initiatives to organize the religious ceremonies after the Ark had been brought to
Jerusalem and put inside the tent that David had set up for it. The Chronicler reports that
David had appointed certain Levites to serve before the Ark and to give thanks and to
praise Yahweh the God of Israel. To celebrate the commencement of the cultic service
David had ordained that hymns be sung to Yahweh by the Asaphites.

e The function of the Song in its literary context is very similar to that of the Song of David
in 2 Samuel 22, which is the poetic high point of David’s victory over his enemies and the
establishment of his kingdom. Here in 1 Chronicles 16, the Song ordained by David to be
sung is the poetic high point of David’s activities to inaugurate the cultic service.

e This Song of Praise is the only embedded hymn of which we know for certain that it is an
inset hymn, because it was composed of existent psalms and inserted into the
Chronicler’s story of David’s involvement in the building of the temple. Naturally, these
psalms, or parts of them, were not simply put together as a collage, but were clearly
reworked and adapted to form the composition the author/editor had in mind. Therefore,
far from being a random collage of material from three existent psalms, the Song of
Praise is a numerical composition in its own right. For the numerical features of the
surrounding narrative, see below Observation 2.

The way the Song is embedded in the narrative is very reminiscent of the technique used
in the case of the Song at the Reed Sea (Exodus 15) and the Song of Moses
(Deuteronomy 32), where a recapitulation is employed (Exod. 15:19 and Deut. 32:44) to
continue the flow of thought in the narrative surrounding the Song. Here, 1 Chron. 16:37
contains a recapitulation of what is said in 16:4-7, in which the thread of the narrative
interrupted by the embedded Song is picked up again.

Special Features of the Song of Praise

e The song is a deliberate, well-designed numerical composite, meticulously put together
from three existing psalms. In vs. 8-22 (Canto |) the ‘collator’ presented Ps. 105:1-15
almost literally, except for a few minor changes, highlighted in the chart. Significantly
enough, he maintained its 100 words. See the note at the bottom of the chart.

In vs. 23-33 (Canticle 11.1-2) he offers a shorter version of Psalm 96, comprising 96 of the
112 words of the psalm. This section has been heavily reworked, partly also for
logotechnical reasons. It has a distinct meaningful centre of its own: vs. 28-29b.

Finally, in vs. 34-36 (Canticle 11.3) he adapted the text of Ps. 106:1 and 47-48 so as to
achieve precisely 34 (2 x 17) words. This brings the number of words in Canto Il (vs. 23-
36) to 130 (5 x 26), and the number of words in the Song as a whole to 230 (10 x 23),
with 204 (12 x 17) before, and 26 after atnach (&). The significant compositional formula,
230 = 204 + 26, has clearly been achieved by manipulating with the atnach: totally
omitting it in vs. 8-28 and employing it further only in vs. 29, 33, 35 and 36.

The Song of Praise as a whole has two distinct meaningful centres: each of which is an
impressive call to praise. See Observation 1.

© 2007 Casper Labuschagne 1 Chronicles 16:8-36— rev. 11/28/07 9:36 PM Page 1


http://www.labuschagne.nl/aspects.pdf
http://www.labuschagne.nl/intro.embed.pdf
http://www.labuschagne.nl/keytocharts.pdf
http://www.labuschagne.nl/5.2sam22.pdf

Strophic structure - canto boundary: || Canticle boundary |
e 8-10,11-13 | 14-16, 17-18 | 19-20, 21-22 || 23-24, 25-27 | 28-30, 31-33 | 34-36 (2 cantos

with 11 strophes, 31 verselines and 64 cola).

Logotechnical analysis

e Columns a and b show the number of words before and after the atnach.

e Column c: words from Psalms 105 and 106; d: words from Psalm 96.
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v. 13
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v. 14
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v. 15

Total, v. 12-15

10 (105:3)

11 (105:4)

12 (105:5)

13 (105:6, OI172K)

14 (105:7)

15 (105:8, 721)

Total a b c d
6 6 6

2 2 2

3 3 3

11 =8 + 3 =11

4 4 4

3 3 3

7 =7 + 0 =7 +0
4 4 4

3 3 3

7 =7 +0 =7 + 0
3 3 3

4 4 4

/7 =7 +0 =7 + 0
21 =21 + 0 =21 + O
3 3 3

3 3 3

6 =6 +0 =6 +0
4 4 4

3 3 3

7 =7 + 0 =7 + 0
34 =34 + 0 =34 + 0
3 3 3

3 3 3

6 =6 +0 =6 _+0
19 =19 4+ 0 =19 + O
26 =26 + 0 =26 + O
40 =40 + 0 =40 + O
3 3 3

3 3 3

6 =6 +0 =6 + 0
3 3 3

4 4 4

7 =7 4+ 0 =7 + 0
26 =26 + 0 =26 +0
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Total, v. 10-17
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Strophe 4 Total, v. 17-18

Canticle 1.2 Total, v. 14-18
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Strophe 5 Total, v. 19-20
Total, v. 16-20
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v. 22

Strophe 6 Total, v. 21-22

Canticle 1.3 Total, v. 19-22
8-22 (105:1-15) Canto | Total, v. 8-22
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v. 23
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Middle words of the song:: "0k?D3 O pYT~522
(230=104+22+104) Meaningful centre  v. 24
Strophe 7 Total, v. 23-24
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v. 25

Total, v. 23-25

20 (105:13, 7T27mm1)

21 (105:14, OTN)

22 (105:15, "¥*235Y)

9

10
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12

13

14

15

16

17

18

4 4 4

2 2 2

6 =6 + 0 =6 _+0
19 =19 + 0 =19 + O
3 3 3

3 3 3

6 =6 + 0 =6 _+0
51 =51 + 0 =51 +0
6 6 6

2 2 2

8 =8 +0 =8 +0
14 =14 + 0 =14 + O
33 =33 + 0 =33 + O
3 3 3

3 3 3

6 =6 + 0 =6 _+0
26 =26 + 0 =26 + O
4 4 4

4 4 4

8 =8 +0 =8 +0
14 =14 + 0 =14 + 0
34 3 + 0 34 + 0
4 4 4

3 3 3

3 3 3

3 3 3

6 =6 + 0 =6 _+0
13 =13 + 0 =13 + 0
27 =27 + 0 =27 + 0O
100 =100 + 0 =100 + O
4 4 4
5 5 5
9 =9 + 0 =0 + 9
4 4 4
3 3 3
/7 =7 4+ 0 =0 + 7
16 =16 + 0 = 0 + 16
5 5 5

5

10 =10 + 0O = 0 + 10
26 =26 + 0 = 0 + 26
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v. 27

Strophe 8 Total, v. 25-27

Canticle 1.1 Total, v. 23-27
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Middle words of 23-33 197 Ti3D M 13
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v. 29
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v. 30

Strophe 9  Total, v. 28-30
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v. 31
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v. 33

Strophe 10 Total, v. 31-33

Canticle 1.2 Total, v. 28-33

23-33 (96:1-13b) Total, v. 23-33
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v. 34
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19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

5 5 5
3 3 3
8 =8 +0 =0 + 8
3 3 3
3 3 3
6 =6 + 0 =0 + 6
24 =24 + 0 = 0 + 24
40 =40 + 0 = 0 + 40
4 4 4
4 4 4
4 4 4
4 4 4
4 4 4
12 =4 + 8 =0 + 12
4 4
5 5 5
9 =9 +0 =0 _+ 9
29 =21 + 8 =0 + 29
4 4 4
4 4 4
8 =8 +0 =0 + 8
3 3 3
5 5 5
8 =8 +0 =0 + 8
4 4 4
2 2 2
5 5 5
11 =4 + 7 = 0 + 11
27 =20 + 7 = 0 + 27
56 =41 + 15 = 0 + 56
9% =81 +15 = 0 + 96
4 4 4
3 3 3
7 =7 +0 =7 + 0
1 1 1
3 3 3
4 4 4
3 3 3
2 2 2
13 =8 +5 =13 + 0
4 4 4
4 4
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(106:48¢, T1RY) 18 OpTho MmN 31 4 4 4

(106:48d, : /1199m) p YT Oom 2 2 2
v. 36 14 =8 + 6 =14 + 0
35-36 (Psalm 106:47-48) Total, v. 35-36 27 =16 +11 =27 + O
Excluding 171X, ‘And say’, Total v. 35-36 26 =15 + 11 =26 + O
Canticle 1.3 Strophe 11Total, v. 34-36 34 =23 +11 =34 + 0
Canto Il Total, v. 23-36 130 =104 + 26 =130 + O
Cantos I-ll  Total, v. 8-36 230 =204 +26 =134 + 0

Total, v. 7-36 241 =212 +29 =145 +96
* | read an extra word, ¥, in v. 18a (as in Ps. 105:11a), taking the loss of this word as due to a scribal
error; a clear case of haplography.
A The remarkable positioning of the atnach in particular sections of the psalm plays an important role

in the author/editor’s desire to weave the two divine name numbers as much as possible into the fabric
of his text. Consult the General Introduction, pp. 4-6.

Observations

1. Interms of its 230 words, the 22 words in vs. 23b-25 constitute the arithmetic centre
of the psalm, flanked by 104 (4 x 26) words on either side (230 = 104 + 22 + 104):

Snpat ooy 1w
AV Plahal oy el i g lol o\ Wy i -l
PR DD OY NI RTINS T S 2
Proclaim his salvation from day to day!

Declare his glory among the nations  His marvellous deeds to all the people!
For YHWH is great and most worthy of praise and to be held in awe above all gods!

In a song of praise these words are most appropriate and may be regarded as the
deliberately designed meaningful centre. The pivotal position of the call to praise is
highlighted by the fact that it is flanked by 4 x 26 words on either side.

As in quite a number of psalms, the Chronicler's Song of Praise has a second
meaningful centre in part of the text. The 96 words of vs. 23-33 (based on Psalm 96)
have their own arithmetic centre, the 16 words of vs. 28-29b (96 = 40 + 16 + 40),
which constitute the meaningful centre:
oY nirswn \mj‘f? 3277 Ascribe to YHWH, you families of the nations!
20 pmlo) ﬂ\lﬂ‘i? 1277 Ascribe to YHWH glory and might!
W T2 YT 37 Ascribe to YHWH the glory due to his name!
1“3@‘7 NI \HUJ:T_D WY Bring an offering and come before him!
What makes this call to praise extra meaningful is the fact that it also echoes the
words of Psalm 29:1-2.

The fact that the psalm is composed of 230 words, a multiple of the kabod number 23
(11 + 2 + 6 + 4) representing God’s ‘glory’, has probably been consciously designed,
seeing the explicit reference to Yahweh's glory (3x) in both meaningful centres.

2. Here is a survey of the numerical features of the Song and its surrounding narrative:
Narrative: 16:1 17 words in total
Narrative: 16:1-3 39 words in total (the YHWH 'echad number)
Narrative: 16:4-5 32 words in total (the kabod number)
Narrative: 16:37-38 26 words (13a + 13b): 15inv. 37 and 11 in v. 38
Narrative: 16:40 17 words in total
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Narrative: 16:40-43 52 (2 x 26) words in total
Narrative: 16:37-43 52 (2 x 26) words before atnach

16:7 and 36¢-d
16:8-12
16:10-13
16:12-15
16:10-17
16:16-19
16:23-25
16:8-22
16:23-33
16:35
16:35-36
16:34-36
16:23-36, Canto Il

16:8-36, Cantos |-l

17 words in total (the inner framework)

34 (2 x 17) words in total

26 words in total

26 words in total

51 (3 x 17) words in total

26 words in total

26 words in total

100 words in total (based on Psalm 105:1-15)
96 words in total (based on Psalm 96)

13 words in total (the 'echad number)

26 words, excluding the introductory formula (1772%7)
34 (2 x 17) words in total

130 (5 x 26) words in total: 104a (4 x 26) + 26b

230 (10 x 23) words in total: 204a (12 x 17) + 26b

For the numerical value of the compositional numbers 13, 23, 32, and 39, see the

General Introduction, p. 11.

3. Including the introduction (v.7) and the conclusion (v. 36¢), the name 7117* occurs

altogether 17 times, which is obviously deliberately designed (7a, 8a, 10b, 11a, 14a,
23a, 25a, 26b, 28a, 28b, 29a, 29c, 31b, 33b, 34a, 36a, 36¢-d). The 17 occurrences of
the divine name correspond to the 17 words framing the psalm (230 = 11 + 213 + 6).
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