3. Cloud and Tabernacle: Exod. 40:17-38 and Num. 9:15-23

The purpose of the present analysis is to compare two related texts to see whether
they have specific features in common. The resuls are self-explanatory.

The numbers in brackets at the end of the verses represent the number of words
before and after atnach in the verse in question.

Exod. 40 : 17-38

First Section: Moses erects the Tabernacle and sets up its Inventory
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The first section is made up of 17 Masoretic verses and 208 (8 x 26) words, with 136

(8 x 17) before, and 72 after atnach. There are 7 holy objects which Moses put in

place, of which the menorah has pride of place in the middle. Compare Ex. 30:26-28
and the 7 visions in Zechariah, with the vision of the menorah at the centre.

The 7 instances of TWR™TN 71T M3 IWRD, ‘as Yahweh had commanded him’, are

woven into the text as a unifying thread. This also holds true for Exodus 39 (39:1, 5,
7,21, 26, 29, 31), as well as Leviticus 8 (3, 9, 13, 17, 21, 29, 36) and Numbers 26-36
(26:4, 27:11, 31:7, 31, 41, 47, 36:10).
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Second Section: The Cloud covers the Tent filled with God’s Glory
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40:36-38 together: 26 + 8 =34 (2 x 17)
This section is in two parts, determined by their significant number of words:

40:34-35: The Cloud covers the Tent filled with Yahweh's Glory 26
40:36-38: The Cloud regulates the Journeys of the Israelites 34 (2x17).
The Cloud and Yahweh'’s Glory occur altogether 7 times.
The Tent [7778 and the Tabernacle [|3%/77] and the verb 12t (which is positioned at
the centre!) occur 7 times.
The roots H‘W, ‘go up’, and P02, break up’, occur altogether 7 times.

Num. 9:15-23 — The Cloud and the Tent
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The 146 words divide into 85 (5 x 17) before, and 61 after atnach.
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In terms of content, determined by the movements of the Cloud and the Brightness,
the text divides into four parts, underscored by the use of the divine name numbers:

vs. 15-16  The daily movements of the Cloud and the Brightness 26
vs. 17-19  The movements of the Israelites at regular intervals 51 (3 x 17)
vs. 20-22  The movements of the Israelites at irregular intervals 52 (2 x 26)
v. 23 (coda) The Israelites move strictly at the command of Yahweh 17

The key-word 13077, ‘the Cloud’, occurs 11 times, with the middle instance (5+1+5) in
the middel verse, v. 19, where it is said that the Israelites kept YHWH’s injunction.
Note that this is repeated in the coda, v. 23! The key-word 12Wn77, ‘the Tabernacle’,
also occurs 7 times, as well as the phrase )T’ "275Y, ‘at the command of Yahweh'.
The phrase also appears 7 times in Numbers 3-4 (3:16, 39, 51, 4:37, 41, 45, 49).
Compare the Exodus text, which uses the phrase FTZR™N 7737 M8 WR2, ‘as
Yahweh had commanded him’!

Numbers 10:33-36 — The Cloud and the Ark

In the story about the journey of the ark (10:11-36) the cloud is mentioned once again
(10:33-36), and the same compositional techniques have been used.
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Logotechnical analysis

33 The journey of the Israelites with the ark 17 words
34 The cloud of YHWH was over them by day 7 words
35a Whenever the ark sets out, Moses said: 5 words
35b “Arise YHWH, and may your enemies be scattered!” 7 words 26
36a Whenever it halted, he said: 2 words
36b “Return, YHWH, to the countless thousands of Israel!” 5 words

The compositional formula 43 = 17 + 26 is repeated in the number of words as
divided by the atnach: 43 = 17a + 26b!

At the end of verse 34 and verse 36 the transmitters of the text have put a mark (the so-called
inverted nun), obviously to draw attention to a textcritical problem: whether vers 34 should be
positioned after verse 33 or after verse 36 (as in LXX). See Observation 4 in my analysis of
Psalm 107.
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