
3. Cloud and Tabernacle: Exod. 40:17-38 and Num. 9:15-23 
The purpose of the present analysis is to compare two related texts to see whether 
they have specific features in common. The resuls are self-explanatory. 
The numbers in brackets at the end of the verses represent the number of words 
before and after atnach in the verse in question. 

Exod. 40 : 17-38 
First Section: Moses erects the Tabernacle and sets up its Inventory 

 (7 + 2 = 9)     :§ïA–ķHiGmah1 £õ—q˚h HÂdˇ Ú̌Oxal dˇ û̌̌ Ǎxe'̧–b tyõ«nEKHah hú√nAKHa–b §Ù_H'ÊrAh HÂdˇˇ^Oxa–b yãihÃy¬w 17 
wy°AxyÊŗ–b-te' §õEGt«Cy¬w wyÅAHflrŸq-te' è̌ ˇ£eWè√Cy¬w wyØ√nfld·'-te' è̌ ˇ§EGt«Cy¬w §ÄA–ķHiGmah-te' häeHOm £’q=√Cy¬w 18 

(13 + 3 = 16) :wyΩfld G̊mav-te' £’qõ√Cy¬w  
hAl¸v°Am¸lim wyõAlAv leh_O'Ah húEşkim-te' £eWM√Cy¬w §ÅA–ķHiGmah-lav èˇˇlehèO'Ah-te' W`Or¸p«Cy¬w 19 

(11 + 5 = 16)  <  :hïeHOm-te' hõ√whÃy hú√Fwic rˇˇôeH·'a–k1  
§̋OrA'Ah-lav £yYÊ–da–bah-te' £eWú√Cy¬w §ÅOrA'û̌ Ǎh2-le' èˇˇtÁdEvAh-te' §òEGt«Cy¬w xã—–q«Cy¬w 20  

(11 + 6 = 17) :hAļvïAm̧lim §̃OrA'Ah-lav tÂrˇ _̌OKpa–kah-te' §üEGt«Cy¬w  
t˚˝dEvAh §Ù˘r·' lõav ™esD√Cy¬w ™ÅAsAGmah tek̆OrAKp tE'ò £eWÆ√Cy¬w Ç§A–k¸HiGmah-le' ê§OrA'Ah-te' 'û̌ Ěb√Cy¬w 21 

(13 + 5 = 18) < :hïeHOm-te' hõ√whÃy hú√Fwic rˇˇôeH·'a–k2  
(9 + 2 = 11) :tek¡OrAKpal ¶ Y̊xim h√nÚOpAc §õA–k¸HiGmah ™Ârˇˇú∆y lôav dÅEvÙm lehZO'¸–b èˇˇ§Ax¸luKHah3-te' §òEGt«Cy¬w 22 

(6 + 5 = 11)  <  :hïeHOm-te' hõ√whÃy hú√Fwic rˇˇôeH·'a–k3 h°√whÃy yûˇˇ≈n¸pil £exõel ™ÂrˇˇúEv wyôAlAv ™ıOr·v¬Cy¬w 23 
(7 + 4 = 11) :hA–bÃgï∆n §õA–ķHiGmah ™Ârˇˇ ú∆y lôav §°Ax̧luKHah xakYOn dÅEvÙm lehZO'̧–b è̌ ˇhflrOn¸Gmah4-te' £eWò√Cy¬w 24 

(4 + 5 = 9) <  :hïeHOm-te' hõ√whÃy hú√Fwic rˇˇôeH·'a–k4 h°√whÃy yûˇˇ≈n¸pil t̃Or≈Fnah lavú¬Cy¬w 25 
(6 + 2 = 8) :tek¡OrAKpah yõ≈ņpil dˇ °̌EvÙm lehZO'̧–b bõAh√∑zah xúa–bÃzim5-te' £eWô√Cy¬w 26 

(4 + 5 = 9) >  :hïeHOm-te' hõ√whÃy hú√Fwic rˇ ô̌eH·'a–k5 £y°iGmas tÂrˇˇZOXŸq wyõAlAv rˇ ú̌EXŸq¬Cy¬w 27 
(5 + 0 = 5) :§ïA–ķHiGmal xatõeKpah ™úasAm-te' £eWô√Cy¬w 28 

-te' wyÄAlAv lavû̌ ¬̌Cy¬w dˇ °̌EvÙm-lehøO' §û̌ ǎ–ķHim xatõeKp £àAW hÅAlOvAh xû̌ ǎ–bÃzim6 è̌ ˇtE'Ãw 29 
è(8 + 11 = 19) <  :hïeHOm-te' hõ√whÃy hú√Fwic rˇˇôeH·'a–k6 hÅAxÃniGmah-te'Ãw èˇˇhAlOvAh  

(8 + 4 = 12) :hïAçxflŗl £«yõam hAGmôAH §úEGt«Cy¬w fix°E–bÃziGmah §yû̌ Ěb˚ dˇˇõEvÙm lehBO'-§yïE–b rØOCyi–kah7-te' ˇˇ£eWè√Cy¬w 30 
(5 + 4 = 9) :£ïehyElÃgfir-te'Ãw £õehy„dÃy-te' wy°√nAb˚ §̆Or·ha'Ãw hõeHOm F̊nÅeGmim Z̊c·xflrÃw 31 

 ˚c°AxËr«y fixõE–bÃziGmah-le' £ôAtAbËr“q¸b˚ dÄEvÙm lehZO'-le' £ãA'Ob̧–b 32 
fi(8 + 5 = 13) < :hïeHOm-te' hõ√whÃy hú√Fwic rˇ ô̌eH·'a–k7  

rˇ °̌EcAxeh ravû̌ ǎH ™õasAm-te' §àEGt«Cy¬w xÅE–bÃziGmalÃw §û̌ Ǎ–ķHiGmal è̌ ˇbyibAs rÄEcAxeh-te' £’qû̌ √̌Cy¬w 33 
(11 + 4 = 15) >  :hïAk'AļGmah-te' hõeHOm lúakÃy¬w 

The first section is made up of 17 Masoretic verses and 208 (8 x 26) words, with 136 
(8 x 17) before, and 72 after atnach. There are 7 holy objects which Moses put in 
place, of which the menorah has pride of place in the middle. Compare Ex. 30:26-28 
and the 7 visions in Zechariah, with the vision of the menorah at the centre. 
The 7 instances of heHOm-te' h√whÃy h√Fwic reH·'a–k, ‘as Yahweh had commanded him’, are 
woven into the text as a unifying thread. This also holds true for Exodus 39 (39:1, 5, 
7, 21, 26, 29, 31), as well as Leviticus 8 (3, 9, 13, 17, 21, 29, 36) and Numbers 26-36 
(26:4, 27:11, 31:7, 31, 41, 47, 36:10).  
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Second Section: The Cloud covers the Tent filled with God’s Glory 
è(5 + 5 = 10)  :§ïA–ķHiGmah2-te' 'õElAm hØ√whÃy dÙZb¸k˚2 dˇˇ°EvÙm lehZO'1-te' §õ√nAveh1 súakÃy¬w 34 

 §°√nAveh3 wyõAlAv §úakAH4-yïi–k dÅEvÙm lehZO'3-le' ˇˇ'ÙbAl hÄeHOm lZOk√y-'◊lÃw 35 
(11 + 5 = 16) :§ïA–k¸HiGmah5-te' 'õElAm hØ√whÃy dÙZb¸k˚4 

40:34-35 together: 16 + 10 = 26 

(7 + 2 = 9)  :£ïehyEv¸sam3 lYOķ–b l°E'flŗW«y yû̌ ≈̌ņ–b Y̊v̧s«y2 §ÅA–ķHiGmah6 lûˇˇavEm èˇˇ§√nAvïeh5 tÙ̀lAvEhb̧˚1 36 
(9 + 0 = 9) :Ùøt»lAvEh6 £ÙYy-dav Å̊v̧s«y5 'Z◊lÃw §°√nAveh6 hõelAv≈y4 'B◊l-£i'Ãw 37 

 Ù°–b hAlÃyõal hú∆y̧hiGt HàE'Ãw £ÅAmÙy è̌ ˇ§A–ķHiGmah7-lïav hò√whÃy §=¬n·v7 Éyi–k 38 
(10 + 6 = 16)  :£ïehyEv̧sam7-lAķ–b lõE'flŗW«y-tyïE–b-lAk yú≈nyEv̧l 

40:36-38 together: 26 + 8 = 34 (2 x 17) 
This section is in two parts, determined by their significant number of words: 

40:34-35: The Cloud covers the Tent filled with Yahweh’s Glory 26  
40:36-38: The Cloud regulates the Journeys of the Israelites 34 (2 x 17). 

The Cloud and Yahweh’s Glory occur altogether 7 times. 
The Tent lehO' and the Tabernacle §A–ķHiGmah  and the verb §akAH (which is positioned at 
the centre!) occur 7 times.  
The roots hlv, ‘go up’, and vsn, break up’, occur altogether 7 times.   

Num. 9:15-23 – The Cloud and the Tent 
§ÅA–ķHiGmah2-te' èˇˇ§√nAvïeh1 hòA–si–k §ÅA–ķHiGmah1-te' £yû̌ ÷̌qAh è̌ ˇ£Ùy̧b˚ 15 

(10 + 8 = 18) :r’qøO–b-dav HõE'-hE'Ëram̧–k §ôA–ķHiGmah3-lïav hü∆y̧h«y bÂräevAb˚ tÚÁdEvAh lehYO'̧l  
(5 + 3 = 8) :hAlÃyïAl HõE'-hE'Ëram˚ F̊n°e–sakÃy §õ√nAveh2 dyÅimAt hûˇˇ∆y¸h«y §E–kò 16 
l°E'flŗW«y yû̌ ≈̌ņ–b Y̊v̧s«y §ÅEk-y„r·xûˇˇa'Ãw lehÅO'Ah lûˇˇavEm è̌ ˇ§√nAvïeh3 t̀»lAvEh yãip̧l˚ 17 

(10 + 9 = 19) :lïE'flŗW«y yú≈ņ–b ˚Yn·x¬y £úAH §Ø√nAvïeh4 è̌ ˇ£AH-§A–ķH«y rˇ ò̌eH·' £ÙÄq̧mib˚  
˚°n·x¬y hõ√whÃy yúiKp-lavÃw2 lÅE'flr¸W«y yûˇˇ≈n¸–b èˇˇ˚v¸s«y hÆ√whÃy yû̌ ǐKp-lav1 18 

(10 + 8 = 18) : Ω̊n·x¬y §õA–k¸HiGmah4-lav §ô√nAveh5 §̂O–ķH«y râeH·' yÄEmÃy-lA–k  
-te' lôE'flrW̧«y-y≈ņb ˚̇ŗmAHÃw £y°i–bfir £yû̌ ǐm√y §õA–ķHiGmah5-lav §ô√nAvïeh6 ™ŷÊr·'aḩb˚ 19 

(6 + 8 = 14) :˚vïA–s«y 'B◊lÃw hõ√whÃy tÂrˇ ú̌em̧Him  
§°A–ķHiGmah6-lav rˇ õ̌AKp̧sim £yúim√y §ô√nAvïeh7 hü∆y¸h«y râeH·' HU≈yÃw 20 

(8 + 8 = 16) :˚vïA–s«y hõ√whÃy yúiKp-lavÃw4 ˚Øn·x¬y èˇˇh√whÃy yòiKp-lav3

˚v°As√nÃw r’qYO–ba–b §ô√nAvïeh9 hüAl·v¬nÃw r’qÅO–b-dav bÂrˇˇûˇˇevEm èˇˇ§√nAvïeh8 hò∆y̧h«y-reH·' HU≈yÃw 21 
(11 + 6 = 17) :˚vïAs√nÃw §õ√nAveh10 húAl·v¬nÃw hAlÃyÅal√w £û̌ ǍmÙy Ù'ò   

wyÅAlAv §ZO–ķHil è̌ ˇ§A–ķHiGmah7-lav §ò√nAveh11 ™yâÊr·'ah¸–b £yÄim√y-Ù' HÂdˇˇZOx-Ù' £«yäamOy-Ùø' 22 
(17 + 2 = 19) :˚vïA–s«y ÙYt»lAvEh¸b˚ ˚v°A–s«y 'Z◊lÃw lõE'flŗW«y-yï≈ņb B̊n·x¬y  

-te' ˚v°A–s«y hõ√whÃy yúiKp-lavÃw6 Ø̊n·x¬y è̌ ˇh√whÃy yòiKp-lav5 23 
(8 + 9 = 17) >  :hïeHOm-d¬y̧–b hõ√whÃy yúiKp-lav7 ˚rÅAmAH èˇˇh√whÃy tÂrˇˇòem¸Him  

The 146 words divide into 85 (5 x 17) before, and 61 after atnach.  
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In terms of content, determined by the movements of the Cloud and the Brightness, 
the text divides into four parts, underscored by the use of the divine name numbers: 

vs. 15-16  The daily movements of the Cloud and the Brightness 26  
vs. 17-19 The movements of the Israelites at regular intervals 51 (3 x 17)  
vs. 20-22 The movements of the Israelites at irregular intervals 52 (2 x 26) 
v. 23 (coda) The Israelites move strictly at the command of Yahweh 17 

The key-word §√nAveh, ‘the Cloud’, occurs 11 times, with the middle instance (5+1+5) in 
the middel verse, v. 19, where it is said that the Israelites kept YHWH’s injunction. 
Note that this is repeated in the coda, v. 23! The key-word §A–ķHiGmah, ‘the Tabernacle’, 
also occurs 7 times, as well as the phrase h√whÃy yˇ ǐKp-lav, ‘at the command of Yahweh’. 
The phrase also appears 7 times in Numbers 3-4 (3:16, 39, 51, 4:37, 41, 45, 49). 
Compare the Exodus text, which uses the phrase heHOm-te' h√whÃy h√Fwic reH·'a–k, ‘as 
Yahweh had commanded him’!  

Numbers 10:33-36 – The Cloud and the Ark 
In the story about the journey of the ark (10:11-36) the cloud is mentioned once again 
(10:33-36), and the same compositional techniques have been used.  

fi £y°im√y teH»ļH ™ÂrÂ̌–d h√whÃy rˇˇahEm ˇˇ˚v¸s«Cy¬w 33  
:hAx˚n¸m £ehAl r˚tAl £yim√y teH»l¸H ™ÂrÂ–dˇˇ £ehy≈n¸pil vˇˇEsOn h√whÃy-tyÊŗ–b §Ùr·'¬w  

<  N :h∆n·xaGmah-§im £Av̧s√ņ–b £°AmÙy £ehyEl·v h√whÃy §¬n·v¬w 34 
h°eHOm rem'◊Cy¬w §OrA'Ah fivOsÃni–b yihÃy¬w 35 

:ßy∆nAKpim ßye'ÃnaW̧m ˚s…n√yÃw ßyebÃyO' ˇˇ˚cup√yÃw h√whÃy hˇˇAm˚q   
rˇ °̌am'◊y hOx…ņb˚ 36   

>  N :lE'flŗW«y yEp̧la' tÙb̧bÊr h√whÃy hˇ Ǎb˚H  
Logotechnical analysis 
   33 The journey of the Israelites with the ark   17 words 
   34 The cloud of YHWH was over them by day     7 words 
   35a Whenever the ark sets out, Moses said:      5 words 
   35b “Arise YHWH, and may your enemies be scattered!”    7 words        26 
   36a Whenever it halted, he said:       2 words 
   36b “Return, YHWH, to the countless thousands of Israel!”   5 words 

The compositional formula 43 = 17 + 26 is repeated in the number of words as 
divided by the atnach: 43 = 17a + 26b! 

At the end of verse 34 and verse 36 the transmitters of the text have put a mark (the so-called 
inverted nun), obviously to draw attention to a textcritical problem: whether vers 34 should be 
positioned after verse 33 or after verse 36 (as in LXX). See Observation 4 in my analysis of 
Psalm 107. 
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