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The Numerical Features of the Book of Exodus 
A New Approach to its Compositional Structure 

Please read the General Introduction 

The logotechnical analysis of the book has established once and for all that it is from beginning to end, 
from the first to the last verse, a numerical composition, and that it is governed by the number of 
fullness, 7, and especially by the two divine name numbers 17 and 26. Typically, the first 7 verses of 
Chapter 1 are made up of 51 (3x17) words, and the last three verses of Chapter 40 are made up of 34 
(2x17) words. There are numerous other instances of final verses of sections and subsections with a 
number of words that are a multiple of one of the divine name numbers. This is undeniable evidence of 
the use of 17 and 26 as literary devices for finalizing and sealing a given text. 

In the light of the evidence gleaned from the numerical analysis I divide the book into seven main parts: 

Part I    1,1-15,21  The Exodus from Egypt and the Crossing of the Reed Sea 

  Part II   15,22-18,27    The First Stages of the Wilderness Wanderings 

    Part III  19,1-20,26     The Theophany at Mount Sinai and the Promulgation of the Decalogue 

      Part IV  21,1-24,18      The Book of the Covenant Made with Israel 

   Part V   25,1-31,18     Directions for the Fabrication of the Tabernacle and its Equipment 

 Part VI  32,1-34,35    The Golden Calf Drama at Mount Sinai 

     Part VII 35,1-40,38  The Fulfilment of YHWH’s Instructions Concerning the Tabernacle. 

The Book of Exodus can be regarded as a textbook example of the way the numbers 17 and 26 are 
woven into the fabric of the text to express symbolically the presence of God in the events described in 
the text. Having computed the number of verses and words governed by 17 and 26 I found the following: 

  Part I    Ex 1,1-15,21 352 of the 409 verses (86%) and 4886 of the 5956 words (82%). 

  Part II   Ex 15,22-18,27 All 85 (5x17) verses (100%) and all 1309 (77x17) words (100%). 

  Part III  Ex 19,1-20,26 45 of the 51 verses (88%) and 601 of the 687 words (87%). 

  Part IV  Ex 21,1-24,18 All 118 verses (100%) and all 1462 (86x17) words (100%). 

  Part V   Ex 25,1-31,18 139 of the 243 verses (57%) and 1774 of the 3123 words (57%). 

  Part VI  Ex 32,1-34,35 63 of the 93 verses (67%) and 946 of the 1436 words (65%). 

  Part VII Ex 35,1-40,38 88 of the 214 verses (41%) and 1155 of the 2740 words (42%). 

  Parts I-VII Grand Total 890 of the 1213 verses (73%) and 12133 of the 16697 words (73%). 

The divine name numbers and their multiples are to be found in single verses, groups of verses, 
paragraphs, smaller or larger subsections, chapters, the larger component parts, in the book as a whole, 
as well as in different categories of the text, such as narrative sections and speeches, and in the incidents 
of the name YHWH. This substantiates the Jewish tradition that the name of God is woven into the 
texture of the Torah as in a piece of textile. 

This speaks volumes for the meticulous way in which the author/editor of the book has composed his 
text, not only on word level but also on letter level. It also explains why the transmitters of the text of 
the Hebrew Bible meticulously counted words and letters: namely to guarrantee that its numerical 
features are maintained and safeguarded. And last but not least, it provides irrefutable evidence for the 
reliability of the Masoretic text in Codex L. Therefore, biblical scholars should realize that they must 
exercise utmost restraint with regard to emendations. 

The results of the present logotechnical analysis of Exodus on the basis of the Masoretic text in Codex 
Leningrad will be presented in the same way as in my analysis of the Book of Genesis. I shall first give the 
reader a bird’s-eye view of the numerical features of the various parts of the book in terms of the word- 
and letter-count, the divine speeches, and the occurrences of the name YHWH.  

The incidents of the divine name numbers 17 and 26 will be registered with due regard to their 
structuring function and their use as a device to highlight a specific verse or verses and to seal various 
passages of the text. I shall briefly describe the contents of such passages in the last column of the table. 
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Part I  1,1-15,21 The Exodus from Egypt and the Crossing of the Reed Sea 

Section 1  Exod 1,1-4,31: The Prelude to the Exodus-story 

Vss Texts Words Letters  Sum words P/S Highlighted Contents 

1 Ex 1,1 11+ 44  11 §1 The Israelites oppressed by Pharaoh 

2 Ex 1,2 4+ 19  15  The names of the 11 sons of Jacob who 

3 Ex 1,3 3+ 16  18  entered Egypt with him and with their 

4 Ex 1,4 4+ 14  22  households: 70 direct descendants. 

5 Ex 1,5 11+ 42  33  Joseph and his generation have died. 

6 Ex 1,6 7+ 26  40  The Israelites multiplied and became  

7 Ex 1,7 11=51(3x17) 48  51 P numerous and strong. 

8 Ex 1,8 10 31  61   

9 Ex 1,9 10 34  71   

10 Ex 1,10 19+ 70  90  A new Pharaoh considers them a 

11 Ex 1,11 15+=34 62+  105  threat and decides to oppress them. 

12 Ex 1,12 11+15=26 42=104  116  Vs 11-12 Central verses: 22=10+2+10. 

13 Ex 1,13 6+ 25  122  They are condemned to slavery, 

14 Ex 1,14 17+ 67  139  cruel servitude and hard labour. 

15 Ex 1,15 12+ 50  151  The king issues instructions to the  

16 Ex 1,16 16+ 61  167  midwives: Kill all male children!  

17 Ex 1,17 14+ 60  181  They defy the king’s instruction. 

18 Ex 1,18 13+ 57  194  He summons them to explain their 

19 Ex 1,19 17+ 71  211  conduct: They say the Hebrew women  

20 Ex 1,20 7=102(6x17) 32  218  are strong and deliver independently.   

21 Ex 1,21 9 35  227   

22 Ex 1,22 13 51  240 S  

22 1,1-22 240(20x12) 957(87x11) 0 240(20x12)   

23 Ex 2,1 8 25  248 §2 Moses’ birth and his flight to Midian 

24 Ex 2,2 12 45  260  Middle verse of 1,1-2,25: 23+1+23 

25 Ex 2,3 20 72  280   

26 Ex 2,4 7+ 25  287  The sister of the baby keeps watch. 

27 Ex 2,5 20+ 73  307  Pharaoh’s daughter sees the basket and 

28 Ex 2,6 13+ 54  320  is moved with pity for the baby. 

29 Ex 2,7 16+ 58  336  Moses’ sister offers to find a wet-nurse. 

30 Ex 2,8 11+ 38  347  She calls the baby’s mother. Pharaoh’s 

31 Ex 2,9 18=85(5x17) 69  365  daughter asks her to nurse the child. 

32 Ex 2,10 16 61  381   

33 Ex 2,11 17+ 66  398  Moses sees a Hebrew being struck: 

34 Ex 2,12 12+ 42  410  He kills the offender and hides his body. 

35 Ex 2,13 13+ 51  423  Next day he sees two Hebrews fighting:  

36 Ex 2,14 20+ 77  443  He reprimands the attacker. 

37 Ex 2,15 19+ 70  462  Pharaoh tries to kill Moses, but he flees 

38 Ex 2,16 12+ 57  474  to Midian and meets the daughters of  

39 Ex 2,17 9=102(6x17) 40  483  Reuel: He helps them water the sheep. 
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40 Ex 2,18 9 38  492   

41 Ex 2,19 13+ 49  505  Reuel’s daughters tell him about Moses 

42 Ex 2,20 13=26 46  518  and Reuel invites him to eat with them. 

43 Ex 2,21 10 35  528   

44 Ex 2,22 12+ 41  540 P The birth of Moses’ son Gershom. 

45 Ex 2,23 19+ 80  559  The oppressed people cry for help: God  

46 Ex 2,24 14+ 54  573  hears their groaning and remembers 

47 Ex 2,25 7=52(2x26) 28  580/340 S his covenant with their ancestors. 

25 2,1-25 340(20x17) 1294 0 340(20x17)  The entire paragraph is highlighted. 

47 1,1,2,25 580(10x58) 1294 0 580(10x58)  58=  =17+20+16+5=58. See 3,19-22!  

48 Ex 3,1 19 67  599 §3 YHWH Reveals his Name to Moses 

49 Ex 3,2 16 61 1 615   

50 Ex 3,3 13 47  628  3,3-4 Central verses: 100=49+2+49 

51 Ex 3,4 15+ 59 2 643  YHWH communicates with Moses: He 

52 Ex 3,5 17+ 60  660  warns Moses that he is on holy ground. 

53 Ex 3,6 18+ 73  678  He identifies himself: the ancestral God. 

54 Ex 3,7 18+ 71 3 696  He has seen the affliction of the people,  

55 Ex 3,8 25+ 105  721  and has come down to rescue them. 

56 Ex 3,9 15+ 55  736  The cry of the people has reached him  

57 Ex 3,10 11+ 43  747  and he’ll send Moses to free them. 

58 Ex 3,11 16+ 57  763  Moses objects: who am I to do this? 

59 Ex 3,12 20+ 75  783  God promises to be with him. 

60 Ex 3,13 23+ 86  806  Moses wants to know God’s name: 

61 Ex 3,14 15+ 60  821  YHWH discloses it: I am who I am.  

62 Ex 3,15 28=221(13x17)+ 105 4 849  Moses must reveal God’s identity to the  

63 Ex 3,16 24+ 99 5 873  people and tell them about God’s plan. 

64 Ex 3,17 18+ 76  891  He will bring them to the land of Canaan 

65 Ex 3,18 26=289(17x17) 113 6-7 917  but they should first speak to Pharaoh.  

66 Ex 3,19 12 42  929   

67 Ex 3,20 15 60  944  Central verse of 3,1-4,17 (39=19+1+19) 

68 Ex 3,21 13 46  957   

69 Ex 3,22 18 75  975   

22 3,1-22 395 3786 7x 395   

70 Ex 4,1 16 58 8 991 §4 YHWH enhances Moses’ credibility 

71 Ex 4,2 7+ 28 9 998  Moses must  perform the miracle with 

72 Ex 4,3 10=17 48  1008  the staff turning into a snake. 

73 Ex 4,4 15 56 10 1023   

74 Ex 4,5 14 58 11 1037   

75 Ex 4,6 16 61 12 1053   

76 Ex 4,7 14+ 53  1067  The end of the second miracle: 

77 Ex 4,8 14+ 55  1081  If the people do not believe these signs, 

78 Ex 4,9 25+ 98  1106  Moses must perform a third miracle. 

79 Ex 4,10 25+ 82 13 1131  He objects: I am hesitant of speach 

80 Ex 4,11 20+ 60 14-15 1151  YHWH rejects the remonstration and 
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81 Ex 4,12 9+ 35  1160  tells Moses to go: He will be with him.  

82 Ex 4,13 7+ 23  1167  Moses asks God to send someone else. 

83 Ex 4,14 22+ 81 16 1189  YHWH will let Aaron do the speaking, 

84 Ex 4,15 17=153 (9x17) 67  1206  and He will tell them what to do. 

85 Ex 4,16 14 46  1220   

86 Ex 4,17 10 32  1230   

17 4,1-17 255 (15x17) 4727 16x 255 (15x17)  Verses and words 100% highlighted 

87 Ex 4,18 23 87  1253 §5 Moses goes to Egypt to perform his task 

88 Ex 4,19 15 54 17 1268   

89 Ex 4,20 18 67  1286   

90 Ex 4,21 24 90 18 1310   

91 Ex 4,22 9+ 32 19 1319  God’s message to Pharaoh: Israel is my 

92 Ex 4,23 14+ 52  1333  first-born; let my son go to serve me! 

93 Ex 4,24 7+ 34 20 1340  YHWH sought to kill Moses: Zipporah  

94 Ex 4,25 15+ 53  1355  cuts off his foreskin saying: You are my 

95 Ex 4,26 7=52 26  1362  blood-bridegroom. YHWH let him alone. 

96 Ex 4,27 14 57 21 1376   

97 Ex 4,28 14+ 47 22 1390  Moses tells Aaron everything: they 

98 Ex 4,29 9+ 34  1399  assemble the people and perform the 

99 Ex 4,30 14+ 50 23 1413  signs in their sight. The people believe 

100 Ex 4,31 15=52(2x26) 57 24 1428  and when they hear that YHWH cares, 

31 4,1-31 1033 5414 17x 1033  they bow to the ground in worship. 

100 1,1-4,31 1428(84x17) 5467(497x11) 24x 1428(84x17)   

Observation 1  The Prelude appears to be a well-designed compositional unity consisting of the 

round number of 100 verses with 1428 (84x17) words and 5467 (497x11) letters (see Observation 2!). 
This is the first section which is finalized and ‘sealed’ by a significant total number of words and letters. 
The finalizing of the text is reinforced by the four concluding verses (28-31) which have 52 (2x26) words, 
a significant compositional technique we shall encounter many times throughout the book.  

The centre of the 100 verses of the Prelude is constituted by vs. 50-51 (3,3-4), which deal with the 
starting point of the communication between YHWH and Moses, an event of paramount importance. 

The  centre of Chapter 1 (1,11-12) is constituted by the harsh measures taken by Pharaoh to oppress the 
Israelites. These two verses stand out as having exactly 26 words and 104 (4 x 26) letters.  
The centre of Chapters 1-2 (2,2) deals with the birth of Moses. Up till that point in the story, the text has 
exactly 260 (10 x 26) words. The centre of 3,1-4,17, the call of Moses and his equipment for his task, is 
3,20, YHWH’s resolve to use force against Egypt, the trigger to the Ten Plagues. These centres clearly 
stand out as containing crucial events which the author(s) consciously positioned at the focal points.  

The crucial key-word    , ‘to believe’, occurs altogether 7x in the entire text: 6x in 4,1.5.8.8.9.31 and 

1x in 14,31! It clearly functions as an additional device to underline the unity of the text. It is worth 
noting that the other key-word,   , ‘to listen’, occurs 26x in the entire Exodus-story, in 1,1-15,21. 

There are 10 divine speeches and the name    occurs 7x in Chapter 3 and 17x in Chapter 4. In terms of 

symbolism, the two strings signify the fullness of the presence of YHWH in the events.  
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§ 1  Exod 1,1-22  The Israelites Oppressed by Pharaoh 


                  

        
                

             
       

            
             

             
           

                  
           

             
        

       
          

         
              

         
         

         
           

       
              

       
               

               
              

              
            

              
       

 
Vs. 1-7 

Narrative: 
51 (3x17) words 

 
 
 

V. 8  Narrative: 10 

Pharaoh: 
3 + 26 = 29 

 

Vs. 11-12 
Narrative: 26  
Middle verses 

22 = 10 + 2 + 10 
 

Vs. 13-15 
Narrative: 

35  
 
 

Pharaoh: 

1 + 15 = 16 

                                    34 
Vs. 17-18*  

Narrative: 18  

Pharaoh: 2 + 7 = 9+ 

Midwives: 4+13=17=26 
 

Vs. 20-21 
Narrative: 16  

 
Pharaoh: 5 + 8 = 13 
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Verses 

1,1 
1,2 
1,3 
1,4 
1,5 
1,6 
1,7 

1,8 
1,9 

1,10 
1,11 
1,12 
1,13 
1,14 
1,15 
1,16 
1,17 
1,18 
1,19 
1,20 
1,21 
1,22 

Words 
11 
4 

51   3   11 
4 

11 
7 

11 

10 
10 
19 

15+        
11=26 

6 
17 

      12  51 
16 
14 
13 
17 
7 
9 

13 

Letters 
19 
44 
16 
14 
42 
26 
48 

31 
34 
70 

62+ 
42=104 

25 
67 
50 
61 
60 
57 
71 
32 
35 
51 

Sum W 
11 
15 
18 
22 
33 
40 

51 P 

61 
71 
90 

105 
116 
122 
139 
151 
671 
181 
194 
211 
218 
227 

240 S 

Narrative 
51 

Vs. 1-7 
 
 
 
 
 

10 
 
 
 
 
 

61 
 
 

18 
 
 

16 
 
 

Intros 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

3 
 
 
 
 
 

1 
 

2 
4 
 
 

5 

Pharaoh 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
26 

 
 
 
 
 
 

15 
 

7 
 
 
 

8 

Midwives 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13 
 
 
 

Total 
51 

Vs. 1-7 
 
 
 
 
 

10 
29 

 
 
 
 

61 
 

16+ 
18=34 

9+ 
17=26 

16 
 

13 

22 240 957 240 156 (6x26) 15 56 13 240 (20x12) 

Observation 2    Chapters 1 and 2 have altogether 580 words (240 + 340) which is a significant 

number, being the 10-fold of 58, the letter value of Pharaoh (  = 17 + 20 + 16 + 5 = 58). The very first 

pericope, vs. 1-7, consisting of 7  verses, in the Masoretic tradition clearly delimited by means of a large 
space (P) after v. 7, is made up of 51 (3x17) words. This is how the author expresses symbolically the 
presence of God in the events, by 3x the numerical value of his name. 
But there is more to it, the 51 words are also governed by the number 11, as can be seen in the second 
column. The use of this particular number is primarily based on the fact that 11 sons of Jacob arrived with 
him in Egypt. The primary symbolic meaning of 11 is that it signifies fulfilment. This means that the author 
expresses symbolically that YHWH’s promise to Abraham that he would make him a great nation, is to be 
fulfilled, to begin with, in the land of Egypt. For the use of 11 next to 7 as a well-established scribal tool for 
ordering purposes, see my article “The Compositional Structure of the Psalter”, pp. 5ff. 

The number 11 is also present in the 209 (19x11) letters of the 51 words in vs. 1-7. And to crown it all, the 
22 (2x11) verses of the chapter are significantly made up of exactly 957 (87x11) letters. Moreover, the first 
letter of the first word   is an  and the first letter of the last word  is a , which underlines the 

alphabetizing practice in connection with the 22 verses. This most significant compositional technique, 
which I call ‘The Aleph-Taw device for inclusion’, is also to be found in Psalm 1 and  seven other psalms – 
see my analysis of Psalm 1, Observation 3. There is no doubt in my mind that all this is not a matter of 
coincidence. That is why I was not surprised to see that chapters 1-4  have a number of letters that are a 
multiple of 11, namely 5467 (497x11 = 7x71x11). All this shows that we have to do with high-grade 
compositional craftsmanship.  

Observation 3  As for the use of the divine name numbers as a highlighting device, the very first 

speech of Pharaoh (vs. 9-10), which is decisive for the whole course of events, has exactly 26 words. 
Moreover, as we have seen, the two middle verses (11-12) dealing with the measures taken by Pharaoh to 
oppress the Israelites are likewise made up of 26 words and most significantly 104 (4 x 26) letters. The 
narrative parts taken together, with their 156 words, are also governed by the number 26 (156 = 6 x 26). 
The verses 16-18a, Pharoah’s command to the midwives (16 words), and their response to it (18 words), 
are made up of 34 (2 x 17) words. And finally, Pharaoh’s reproach to the midwives that they let the male 
children live (v. 18), together with their explanation (v. 19) are made up of 26 words.  
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§ 2  Exod 2,1-25  The Birth of Moses and His Flight to Midian 

           
    

              
                

                
         

                 
              

        
       

              
          

             
             

             
           

            
              

        
             

              
          

               
               

          
                  

               
          

           
           

         
         

           
     

           
                  

            
           

                  
40 = 19 + 2 + 19                              

                 
Note the remarkable cluster of 4 occurrences of the word  ! 

Together with the 3 instances in 3,1-22 (marked) it occurs 7x. See below.   

Vs. 1-3 
Narrative: 

40 
Cf. vs. 23-25 

 

Vs. 4-6* 

Narrative: 

36 

Pharaoh’s daughter: 
1 + 3 = 4 

Moses’sister: 
5 + 11 = 16 

Daughter: 8+11=19  
Narrative: 6 
Vs. 9*-10* 
Narrative:  

15 
Moses’ sister: 1+4=5 

Vs. 11-13* 
Narrative:  

37 
 

Moses: 2+3=5 
The Egyptian: 

1+13=14 
 Moses: 1+3=4 

 
 

Vs. 14*-18* 

Narrative: 46 

Reuel: 1+4=5 

Reuel’s daughters: 

1+ 12=13 
Reuel:  

3+10=13 

Narrative: 16 

Moses: 2+4=6 

Vs. 23-25 

Narrative: 

40 

Cf. vs. 1-3 
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Verses 
2,1 

2,2 

2,3 
2,4 
2,5 
2,6 
2,7 
2,8 
2,9 

2,10 

2,11 
2,12 
2,13 
2,14 
2,15 
2,16 
2,17 
2,18 
2,19 
2,20 
2,21 
2,22 

2,23 
2,24 
2,25 

Words 
8+ 

12+ 
20=40 

7 
20 
13 
16 
11 
18 
16 

17 
12 

260    13 
20 

         19 
12 
9 
9 

13 
13 
10 
12 

19+ 
14+ 

7=40 

Letters 
25 
45 
72 
25 
73 
54 
58 
38 
69 
61 

66 
42 
51 
77 
70 
57 
40 
38 
49 
46 
35 
41 

80 
54 
28 

Sum Words 
8 

20 
40 

47 
67 

80 

96 
107 
125 
141 

158 
170 
183 
203 
222 
234 
243 
252 
265 
278 
288 
300 

319 
333 
340 

Narrative 
8+ 

12+ 
20=40 

7 
20 
9 
- 
6 
4 

11 

17 
          12  
156     8 

2 
19 
12 
9 
4 
- 
- 

10 
6 

19+ 
14+ 

7=40 

Intros 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
1 
5 
4 
4 
1 

- 
- 
2 

1+1 
- 
- 
- 
1 
1 
3 
- 
2 
 
 
 

Speeches 
- 
- 
- 
- 

Pharaoh’s 
Daughter: 3 

- 
1 

10 
- 

- 
- 
 

Egyptian 13 
- 
- 
- 

Reu’el 4 
Daughters 12 

Reu’el 10 
- 
- 
 
 

Speeches 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 

Sister: 11 
- 
- 

Sister: 4 

- 
- 

Moses 3 
3 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
4 

- 
- 
- 

Total 
8+ 

12+ 
20=40 

7 
20 
13 
16 
11 

18+ 
16=34 

17 
12 
13 

20+ 
19+ 

12=51 
9 
9 

13+ 
13=26 

10 
12 

19+ 
14+ 

7=40 

25 340 1294 340 236 26 53 25 340 

Observation 5 This Paragraph, which is really a miracle of design, has 340 (20 x 17) words and is 

thereby clearly finalized and sealed as a compositional unity. The 340 words display an unmistakable 
pattern showing that 40 has been used as a device for inclusion: 340=40+260+40. The central 260 words 
describe the events from the time that Moses was placed in a basket till the birth of his son (vs. 4-22). 
They divide into 156 (6x26) words Narrative, 26 words Intros, and 78 (3x26) words Speeches (78=53+25). 
The conspicuous use of the number 40 in the story of the birth of Moses is not surprising: symbolically, it 
anticipates his life span of 120 years, which has a tripartite structure: 40 years as an alien in a foreign land; 
40 years as shepherd in Midian, and 40 years as leader of his people in the Wilderness. Therefore, no 
wonder that the name  occurs 120x in the Exodus-story (1,1-15,21)! 

Observation 6  Vs. 23-25 function as a bridge between the story of Moses’ birth and adulthood in 

Egypt (2:1-25) and his call at Mount Sinai (3:1-22). The overall compositional structure is: 22 + 3 + 22.  
It is a literary unit in its own right, but also inextricably linked to both passages, not only to 3,1-22, as many 
scholars maintain, but more in particular to the  340-word passage 2,1-25, of which it is part and parcel.  
The words    , ‘and God heard’, in v. 24, is positioned precisely at the centre of the 40-word 

passage (40 = 19 + 2 + 19). Being at the focal point of the text, they stand out as reflecting the gist of the 
passage: God is fully aware of the situation of the Israelites in Egypt.  This assertion clearly preludes on 3,7 
where God says “I have heard their cry”. By the way, being a key-word of paramount importance, the verb 
 , ‘to hear/listen’, is to be found exactly 26x in the Exodus-story. Most striking is the repitition of   

as subject of the four verbs ‘to hear’, ‘to remember’, ‘to see’, and ‘to know’. The conspicuous cluster of 4x 
 has an important rhetorical function, namely to direct attention to the God-question: who is he? In 

this way the author paved the way for the revelation of his identity to Moses in 3,1-22.  And Moses will 
reveal it to the Israelites. Note the complementary cluster of 4x  , ‘I am YHWH’, in 6,2.6.7.8! 
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§ 3  Exod 3,1-22  YHWH Discloses his Name to Moses and Commissions Him 
In order to display the entire Hebrew text on one page, I sometimes use a smaller letter. 

            
                     

               
                

The root  occurs 7x                      
   occurs 3x and together with              
the 4 instances in 2,24-25, it figures 7x.       5             

                    
                

                      
                    

              
                    

               
                        

                       
            

       
                

                     
         

                 
         

                     
                     

              
           

             
                     

                 
                

               
                

              
                 

           
                  

                         
                  

             
                  

             
             

        
                

              
                 

Vs. 1-2 

Narrative: 35 
 
 

Moses: 2+11=13 
 

Narrative: 5 

YHWH: 6+2  Moses: 1+1 

YHWH: 1+16=17 
 

YHWH: 1+9=10 

 

Vs. 7-10 

YHWH: 2+67=69 

 

 

(vs. 9-10) 

34 (2x17): 

YHWH commissions Moses 
to bring the people out 

 

Moses: 4+12=16 

YHWH: 1+19=20 

 

Moses: 4+19=23 

 

YHWH: 4+3=7 

YHWH: 1+7=8 Message: “3” 

Vs. 15-22 

YHWH: 5+149=154 

Message to people: “18” 

 

Message to people: “17” 

 

Message to people: “18” 

 

Message to Pharaoh: “15” 

Pharaoh will not let the people 
go unless compelled by a 

mighty hand. 
Vs.19-22 have 58 words, as in 

4,14-17 and 4,27b-31! 
See Observation 8 below. 
The name  occurs 7x. 
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Verse 
3,1 
3,2 
3,3 
3,4 
3,5 
3,6 
3,7 
3,8 
3,9 

3,10 
3,11 
3,12 
3,13 
3,14 
3,15 
3,16 
3,17 
3,18 
3,19 

3,20 

3,21 
3,22 

Words 
19 
16 
13 
15 
17 
18 
18 
25 

15+ 
11=26 

16 
20 
23 
15 

28+ 
24=52 

18 
26 

12+ 
15+ 
13+ 

18=58 

Letters 
67 
61 
47 
59 
60 
73 
71 

105 
55 
43 
57 
75 
86 
60 

105 
99 
76 

113 
42 
60 
46 
75 

Sum W 
19 
35 
48 
63 
80 
98 

116 
141 
156 
167 
183 
203 
226 
241 
269 
293 
311 
337 
349 
364 
377 
395 

Narrative 

19 
16 
- 
5 
- 
8 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 

Intros 

- 
- 

Mo 2 
YH 6  Mo 1 

YH 1 
YH 1 
YH 2 

- 
- 
- 

Mo 4 
YH 1 
Mo 4 

YH 4  YH 1 
YH 5 

- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 

Speeches 

- 
- 

Mo 11 
YH 2  Mo 1 

YH 16 
YH 9 

YH 16+ 
YH 25+ 
YH 15+ 

YH 11=67 
Mo 12 
YH 19 
Mo 19 
YH 10 

YH 23+ 
YH 24+ 
YH 18+ 
YH 26+ 
YH 12+ 
YH 15+ 
YH 13+ 

YH 18 = 149 

Totals 

19 
16 
13 
15 
17 
18 
18 
25 
15 
11 
16 
20 
23 
15 
28 
24 
18 
26 

12+ 
15+ 
13+ 

18=58 

22 395 1535 395 48 Mo 11  YH 21 YH 272  Mo 43 395 

Observation 7  Chapter 3 is in terms of content a literary composition in its own right. This is also 

attested by the significant number of words spoken by God: 272 (16x17) and by the fact that the name   
occurs 7x. However, it is inextricably linked to the first 17 verses of Chapter 4. The Masoretes have 
demarcated the larger text, 3,1–4,17, by means of the Petuchah (P). It is made up of 22+17= 39 verses (the 
letter value of : 13+21+5=39). This means that the 9 verses of 4,18-26 which is also delimited by a P, 

belong to the next passage, 4,27-31.  

Therefore, Chapters 3-4 constitute a literary entity in its own right. It has a tripartite structure:  

§ 3 Exod 3,1-22, YHWH reveals his identity to Moses and commissions him 
§ 4 Exod 4,1-17, YHWH equips Moses for his task 
§ 5 Exod 4,18-31, Moses returns to Egypt to perform his task. 

Exod 3,1-22 and 4,1-17 are the most sophisticated numerical compositions I have ever come across in the 
entire Hebrew Bible. No wonder, for they  deal with the revelation of YHWH’s name to Moses, his 
commission and equipment for his task. They are made up of altogether 650 (25x26) words (395+255), of 
which 425 (25x17) are spoken by YHWH (272 + 153). Note also that the most sacred verse, 3,14, is made 
up of 26 letters in 14a (divided into 15 + 11 = the letter value of YH and WH) and 34 (2x17) letters in 14b! 

Observation 8   In 3,14b-18 Moses has to convey to the people and to Pharaoh 5 messages: a first 

message of “3” words in 3,14b concerning YHWH’s identity, and four messages in 3,15-18 about YHWH’s 
intentions to let the Israelites leave Egypt and the request to Pharaoh to allow them a three days’ journey 
into the Wilderness. The four messages have altogether 68 (4x17) words made up of 286 (11x26) letters: 
143 in vs. 15-16 and 143 in 17-18, as noted by Klaas Eikelenboom (private communication). 

That the last passage in YHWH’s speech about the attitude of the king of Egypt, 3,19-22, have 58 words is 

not a matter of coincidence, but purposefully designed. The name   is not explicitly mentioned here, 

but is clearly intimated by its letter value 58 (17+20+16+5). This also holds true for the last divine speech 
in 4,14-17, which is likewise made up of 58 words! And to crown it all: the very last narrative section of 
4,18-31, namely 4,27b-31, is also made up of 58 words! See also p. 4 at 2,25, and at the Hebrew text of 
5:1-9 below, as well as that of 6,29-7,2.  
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§ 4  Exod 4,1-17  YHWH Takes Steps to Enhance Moses’ Credibility 

                 
                 

           
           

There are 7 divine speeches               
                    

         
                

       
              

           
             

                 
              

        
           

                    
          

                 
                  

The word  occurs 7x in vs. 10-17             
                     

               
                            

          
                          

                  
                        

              
                   

    
             

Moses: 3+13=16 
 
 

YHWH: 3+2 Moses: 1+1 
YHWH: 1+2 

Narrative: 7 

YHWH: 4+4 

Narrative: 7 

YHWH: 14 

 
YHWH: 4+4=5 

Narrative: 8 

       YHWH: 1+4=5    17 

Narrative: 9 

Vs. 8-9 

YHWH: 39 

 
 

 

Moses: 4+21=25 
 
 

YHWH: 3+26=29 

(17) 

(9) 

 
Moses: 1+6=7 
Narrative: 4 

Vs. 14-17 

YHWH: 1+58=59 
Precisely as in 3,19-22 and 

4,27b-31,   
58 words spoken about 

Pharaoh. 
See Observation 8 

The name  occurs 9x 


Verses 

4,1 
4,2 
4,3 
4,4 
4,5 
4,6 
4,7 
4,8 
4,9 

4,10 
4,11 
4,12 
4,13 
4,14 
4,15 
4,16 
4,17 

Words 
16 
7 

10 
15 
14 
16 
14 
14 
25 
25 
20 
9 
7 

22 
17 
14 
10 

Letters 
58 
28 
48 
56 
58 
61 
53 
5 

98 
82 
60 
35 
23 
81 
67 
46 
32 

Sum W 
16 
23 
33 
48 
62 
78 
92 

106 
131 
156 
176 
185 
214 
192 
231 
245 
255 

Narrative 
- 
- 
7 
7 
- 
8 
9 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
4 
- 
- 
- 

Intros  
Mo 3 

YH 3 Mo 1 
YH 1 
YH 4 

- 
YH 4 
YH 1 

- 
- 

Mo 4 
YH 3 

- 
Mo 1 
YH 1 

- 
- 
- 

Speech YHWH 
- 
2 
2 
4 

14 
4 
4 

14 
25 
- 

17 
9 
- 

17+ 
17+ 
14+ 

10=58 

Speech Moses 
13 
1 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 

21 
- 
- 
6 
- 
- 
- 
- 

Totals 
16 
7 

10+ 
15+ 

14=39 
16 
14 

14+ 
25=39 

25 
20 
9 
7 

22 
17 
14 
10 

17 255 941 255 35 (5x7) YH 17 Mo 9 = 26 153 (9x17) 41 255 (15x17) 

 

mailto:labuschagne.cj@gmail.com


12 

 

© 2014 Casper J. Labuschagne The Exodus and the Crossing of the Reed Sea  labuschagne.cj@gmail.com — rev 08/27/14 8:51 AM 

 

 

Observation 9   The whole 17- verse paragraph is governed by the number 17, not only in the total 

number of words, 255 (15x17) but also in vs. 2-3 and v. 15 which have 17 words. Note also that vs. 3-5 as 
well as vs. 8-9 have 39 words, the letter value of . Vs. 3-5 deal with Moses’ first action, while vs. 8-9 

are about the third sign. Logotechnically there is nothing significant about the 41 words spoken by 
Moses, however, together with the 10 words spoken by him in § 5 (v. 18), he speaks in total 51 (3x17) 
words in Chapter 4. This means symbolically that God is present in all the words spoken by his servant 
Moses! Note that the key-word ‘mouth’ occurs exactly 7x in 4,10-17 (marked and numbered), which 
matches the 7 occurrences of the key-word  , ‘to see’, in 3,1-22. 

Observation 10   The introductory formulae of YHWH’s 7 speeches have 17 words, and together 

with the 9 words introducing Moses’ words there are 26 words in the introductions. YHWH speaks 
altogether 153 (9x17) words and including the 17 words of the introductions, 170 (10x17) words are 
devoted to YHWH’s speaking. Considering the 170 words as the backbone of the text, and in order to let 
them stand out as significant, let us regard the words used in connection with Moses’ speaking as part of 
the narrative (35 + 9 + 41 = 85). Then we get the following intriguing picture: 

 Narrative (35 + 9 + 41)     Introductions        Divine Speeches    Grand Total 
           85 (5x17)              17             153 (9x17)     255 (15x17). 

 All three categories are governed by the divine name number 17. Another striking example of a similar 
arrangement of a text is to be found in Exod 15,25b-26, as I shall demonstrate later: 

       Narrative 7 words (25b) + Introduction 1 word (26a) + Speech 26 words (26ab) = 34 (2x17). 

I may also refer to the 30 divine speeches in Deuteronomy, which are evenly divided over three main 
sections of the book as follows: 10 in chapters 1-3, 10 in 4-26, and 10 in 27-34.  
For particulars, see my Numerical Secrets of the Bible, pp. 83f.   

 Chapters Introductions  Divine Speeches      Total 
 1-3 31   463   494 (19x26) 
 4-26 27  415   442 (17x26) 
 27-34 27  465   492 
 1-34 85 (5x17) 1343 (79x17)          1428 (84x17).  

Observation 11   The divine name number 26 appears in the 156 (6x26) words in vs. 1-10, divided 

into 78 (3x26) in vs. 1-6 and 78 (3x26) in vs. 7-10. The passage deals with Moses’ remonstration that the 
Israelites might not believe him.   

Observation 12   In Speech 3 (vs. 4-5) and Speech 5 (vs. 7-9) YHWH’s words are unexpectedly 

interrupted by the author to tell that Moses carries out YHWH’s commands. Despite these interruptions, 
he regarded the words spoken by God as coherent speeches needing no extra introductory formulae. He 
did this obviously in order to achieve exactly 7 divine speeches in the passage. Including the 3 divine 
speeches in 18-31, there are alrogether 10 in Chapter 4, obviously to intimate the Ten Plagues. 
Significantly, there are also altogether 7 speeches (by different speakers) in vs. 18-31! 
That brings us to the last paragraph of Chapter 4 and of the Prelude. 
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§ 5  Exod 4,18-31 Moses Returns to Egypt to Perform his Task 

                 
       

       
          

             
           

             
          

             
           

           
          

            
           

          
        

           
               

         
              

       
58                              

             
      

           
     

The name    occurs 8x 

Narrative: 6 
Moses: 2+10 

 

Jethro: 3+2 

YHWH: 5+10 

Narrative: 18 
 

YHWH: 4+43 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Narrative: 16 
 

Zipporah: 1+5 
Zipporah: 2+3 

YHWH: 4+4 

Narrative: 58 
 
 
 
 
 

Speeches 

1 

2 

3 

 
 
 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 

6 

7 


Verses 

4:18 
4:19 
4:20 
4:21 
4:22 
4:23 
4:24 
4:25 
4:26 

4:27 
4:28 
4:29 
4:30 
4:31 

Words 
23 
15 
18 
24 
9 

14 
7 

15 
7 

14+ 
14+ 
9+ 

14+ 
15=66 

Letters 
87+ 
54+ 
67+ 
90+ 
32+ 
52+ 
34+ 
53+ 

26=495 

57 
47 
34 
50 
57 

Sum W. 
23 
38 
56 
80 
89 

103 
110 
125 
132 

146 
160 
169 
183 
198 

Narrative 
6 
- 

18 
- 
- 
- 
7 
9 
2 

6 
14 
9 

14 
15 

Intros 
2Mo+3Je 

5YH 
 

4YH 
- 
 
- 

1Zip 
2Zip 

4YH 
- 
- 
- 
- 

Speeches 
10Mo+2Je 

10YH 
- 

20YH+ 
9YH+ 

14YH=43 
 

5Zip 
3Zip 

4YH 
- 
- 
- 
- 

Total 
23 
15 
18 
24 
9 

14 
7 

15 
7 

14 
14 
9 

14 
15 

14 198 740 198 100 21 77 198 

Observation 13  This passage is clearly governed by the number of fullness, 7,  and the number of 

fulfilment, 11: there are 14 (2x7) verses, 21 (3x7) words in the introductions, 77 (7x11) in the 7 speeches, 
and 198 (18x11) in the entire passage. The explicit use of 7 and 11 at the end of the Prelude to the 
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Exodus-story calls to mind their employment in the 7 verses at the very beginning, in 1,1-7. They clearly 
function as a device for inclusion to delimit the Prelude. See Observation 2. 
Once again it is the speeches that stand out as having altogether 77 words, a multiple of 7 and 11. 

In terms of content, the passage divides into two distinct parts, first, vs. 18-26, which is inextricably 
bound up with 4,1-26. It is made up of 132 (12x11) words and 495 (45x11) letters and deals with Moses’ 
return to Egypt (18-23) and the ‘circumcision-passage’ (24-26). The 53 words spoken by God in 19-23 
have 195 (15x13) letters and the 8 spoken by Zipporah have 26 letters! 

The second part is vs. 27-31 with 66 (6x11) words: Moses meets Aaron and tells him about his 
experience with YHWH, whereupon they gathered the Israelites together. Aaron gives them the 
information he received from Moses and performs the miracles as a result of which the people believe, 
bow their heads and worship. Both parts are numerically governed by 11, the number of fulfilment, 
signifying symbolically the fulfilment of the liberation of the Israelites. The symbolic significance of the 
numbers 7 and 11 in combination, which signify fullness ánd fulfilment, is that the liberation of the 
Israelites from slavery is imminent and ready to be fulfilled completely.   

It is important to note that the verb , (hiph.) ‘to believe’, is a key-word in Exodus 4, where it occurs 

6x (vs. 1, 5, 8a, 8b, 9, and 31) and is further to be found only 1x in 14,31, altogether 7x. This typical string 
of seven instances is one of the many factors attesting to the compositional unity of Exod 1-14 and 1-15. 
At the end of the Prelude, in 4,31, it is said that the Israelites believed, but it is only at the end of the  
entire Exodus-story, in 14,31, that they definitely and fully believe in YHWH and in his servant Moses. 

In the previous passage (4, 1-17) we find 9 occurrences of the name ; here in vs. 18-31 the divine 

name occurs 8x, woven as a red thread into the fabric of the text, bringing the total number of instances 
in Chapter 4 to 17. At the same time, the string of 17 undergirds the unity of Chapter 4.  

The use of the number 7  and the holy number 17, which is woven into the fabric of the text, signify the 
total pertinent presence of YHWH under all circumstances and in all events described in the story.  

But there is more: as we have seen, there are 7 divine speeches in the previous passage (1-17), where 7 

as the number of fullness expresses the comprehensive presence of YHWH. These 7 divine speeches are 

followed by 3 in vs. 18-31, which brings the total number to 10. This is certainly not a matter of chance, 
but was deliberately intended by the author to symbolically anticipate the 10 plagues. This supposition is 
underscored by the fact that there are exactly 10 x 10 words in the narrative sections of vs. 18-31, and 
also, as I have shown above, by the 10 x 10 verses in the Prelude!  

At this point in the Story of the Exodus the stage is set for the confrontation with Pharaoh and for the 
ensuing drama of the ten plagues and the crossing of the Reed Sea by the Israelites. Therefore, what 
now follows is Section 2, Exod 5,1-6,13  The Failed Action to Persuade Pharaoh. 
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Section 2 Exod 5,1-6,13 The Failed Action to Persuade Pharaoh 
Overview of Section 2 in Terms of Numbers and Contents 

Verses 
1   Exod 5:1 
2   Exod 5:2 
3   Exod 5:3 
4   Exod 5:4 
5   Exod 5:5 
6   Exod 5:6 
7   Exod 5:7 
8   Exod 5:8 
9   Exod 5:9 
10   Exod 5:10 
11   Exod 5:11 
12   Exod 5:12 
13   Exod 5:13 
14   Exod 5:14 
15   Exod 5:15 
16   Exod 5:16 
17   Exod 5:17 
18   Exod 5:18 
19   Exod 5:19 
20   Exod 5:20 
21   Exod 5:21 
22   Exod 5:22 
23   Exod 5:23 
24 1 Exod 6:1 
25 2 Exod 6:2  
26   Exod 6:3  
27   Exod 6:4  
28   Exod 6:5  
29   Exod 6:6 
30   Exod 6:7 
31   Exod 6:8 
32   Exod 6:9 
33 3 Exod 6:10 
34   Exod 6:11 
35   Exod 6:12 
36   Exod 6:13 
 

Words   Letters 
  18            65  Y1  
  19            66 Y2Y3 
  19            82  Y4  
  13            56 
  10+         39 
  10+         39 
  14+         53 
  24+         92 
  10=68    39 
  15           56 
  12+         43 
    8+         28 
  11+         48 
  21=52    78 
  12         48 
  13         53 
  11         44  Y5 
  10         37 
  13+       52 
  10+       41 
  18+       79  Y6 
  13+       47  Y

7 
  14=68+ 46 

  17=85   65 
    8+       31 
  14+       49 

  16+       52 
  14=52   54 
  20          94  Y11 
  17          75  Y12 
  19          75  Y13 
  14          48 
    5          18  Y14 
  11          39 
  17          65  Y15 
  20          76  Y16 
 

Sum W     Sum L 
     18            65 
     37          131 
     56          213 
     69          269 
     79          308 
     89          347 
   103          400 
   127          492 
   137          531 
   152          587 
   164          630 
   172          658 
   183          706 
   204          784 
   216          832 
   229          885 
   240          929 
   250          966 
   263        1018 
   273        1059 
   291        1138 
   304        1185 
   318        1231 
   335        1296 
   343        1327 
   357        1376 
   373        1428 
   387        1482 
   407        1576 
   424        1651 
   443        1726 
   457        1774 
   462        1792 
   473        1831 
   490        1896 
   510        1972 
(30x17)   (116x17) 

Contents 
Moses and Aaron go to Pharaoh with YHWH’s order  
that he must allow his people to go and keep a feast. 
Pharaoh refuses: who does YHWH think he is?  
He rebukes Moses and Aaron: let the people work! 
Pharaoh takes harsh measures against the Israelites. 
He issues orders to the slave-masters and the foremen. 
They must refuse to supply the Israelites with straw. 
The people should collect the straw themselves. 
68 = 4x17 symbolizing YHWH’s fourfold presence. 
Moses and Aaron convey Pharaoh’s orders to them. 
The slave-masters put pressure on the Israelites. 
The people scatter all over Egypt to do their work. 
The slave-masters urge them on day after day. 
Israel’s foremen beaten and reproached (204=12x17). 
The Hebrew foremen appeal to Pharaoh 
And complain about the flogging by the slave-masters 
Pharaoh accuses the Israelites of laziness. 
Two middle verses flanked by 17(36=17+2+17) 
The foremen realize the trouble they are in. 
The foremen reproach Moses and Aaron for  
having made them stink in Pharaoh’s nostrilsp; 
Moses returns to YHWH and reproaches him 
for doing nothing to help his people: 68 (4x17). 
S YHWH promises to use force against Pharaoh: 17. 
YHWH informs Moses about his relationship with the  
Patriarchs, to whom he did not reveal his name but 
made a covenant and promised them land. 
YHWH assures Moses that he will keep his promises.  
For additional remarks, see the Observations below. 
YHWH’s promise in a nutshell. 
He will give the Israelites a land of their own. 
P Moses repeats YHWH’s words to the angry people. 
YHWH orders Moses to tell Pharaoh to let the 
Israelites leave the country. 
P Moses protests: Pharaoh will not listen to him. 
S Vs. 5,19-6,13 has 260 (10x26) words! 
    The name   occurs 16x. 

Observation 14  Since the entire Section is an inextricable compositional unity, the S after 6,1 

suggests only a seam in the text, not the end of a structural unit. The P’s on either side of 6,10-12 do not 
have a structure marking function either; they only serve to draw attention to the crucial issue of God’s 
speaking to Moses, his commission to have the people freed from slavery and his remonstration. 
Compare the function of the S before 12,50-51, where it has the same function – see Observation 36. 

In much the same way as in Section 1 (1,1-4,31) Section 2 is rounded off in a stunning way by numbers of 
words and letters that are multiples of 17 and 26, which ‘seal’ the passage as a finalized entity.  

Observation 15 The conclusion to be drawn from my remarks above is that both divine name 

numbers 17 and 26 and their multiples have been used as a device for highlighting important events and 
utterances in the text. Compare Observation 3 above. The mathematical centre of the passage on verse 
level is constituted by vs. 18-19 dealing with the plight the foremen of the Israelites find themselves in.  
It is flanked by 17 verses (36=17+2+17) which symbolizes that YHWH surrounds them with his presence.  
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Section 2, § 1a  Exod 5,1-6,1  The Failed Action to Persuade Pharaoh (continued) 

              
          

                     
            

                 
              

            
               

           
                

                  
             

               
        

          
          

              
                  

              
                

            
            

              
          

                  
                  

              
                 

              
                      

             
               

            
                

                
      The rest of Section 2 (6,2-13) will be studied further below. 

Moses and Aaron: 

7 + 11 = 18 

Pharaoh: 

2 + 17 = 19 

Moses and Aaron: 

1 + 18 = 19 

Pharaoh: 4+9=13 

Pharaoh: 2+8=10 

Pharaoh:  

10 + 48 = 58 

 

Vs. 5-9  68 (4x17) 

 

Slave-masters/foremen: 

8 + 19 = 27 

 

Narrative: 8 

Slave-masters: 

3 + 8 = 11 

Slave-masters: 10+11=21 

Foremen to Pharaoh:  

8 + 17 = 25 

Pharaoh: 

1 + 20 = 21 

Slave-masters: 

7 + 6 = 13 

Foremen: 

12 + 16 = 28 

Moses to YHWH: 

5 + 22 – 27 

 

YHWH to Moses: 

4 + 13 = 17 

The name    occurs 8x 
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Observation 16 There are 84 words in the introductory sections: 26 in 5,1-9 and 58 in 5,10-6,1.   

For 58  the letter value of Pharaoh, see Observation 8). The words in the speeches stand out as follows: 
 Pharaoh:   17 + 9+8 (17) + 48 + 20 = 102 (6x17) 
 Moses (and Aaron):  11 + 18 + 22 = 51 (3x17) 
 The foremen:   17 + 16 = 33 (3x11) 
 YHWH:   13  which is the letter value of , ‘one’ (1+8+4=13) 

 The slave-masters 19 + 8 + 11 + 6 = 44 (4x11).  
In order to highlight YHWH’s resolve to use force, 6,1 has consciously been made up of 17 words.  

Section 2, § 1b  Exod 6,2-13  The Failed Action to Persuade Pharaoh (conclusion)

                

Occurs 12x in                
Part I - see                    
Observation 37                  
  and 17x in Exodus                       

                   
             

               
               

               
                

           

    

          
          

                 

         

               
          

                             Note that v. 13 does not contain a divine speech. 

YHWH: 6   

2+ 

14+  

16+ 

14+ 

20+  

17+  

19= 

102 (6x17) 

   

Narrative 14 

 

YHWH: 5 + 

    34          11 = 16 

Moses: 5 + 

12 = 17 

 

Narrative: 20 

The name    occurs 8x 

 

Verses 
6,2 
6,3 
6,4 
6,5 
6,6 
6,7 
6,8 
6,9 

6,10 
6,11 
6,12 
6,13 

Words 
8 

14 
16 
14 
20 
17 
19 
14 
5 

11 
17 
20 

Letters 
31 
49 
52 
54 
94 
75 
75 
48 
18 
39 
65 
76 

Sum W 
8 

22 
38 
52 
72 
89 

108 
122 
127 
138 
155 
175 

Sum L 
31 
80 

132 
186 
280 
355 
430 
478 
496 
535 
600 
676 

Narrative 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 

14 
- 
- 
- 

20 

Intros 
6 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
5 
- 
5 
- 

Speeches 
YH 2 

YH 14 
YH 16 
YH 14 
YH 20 
YH 17 
YH 19 
(102) 

- 
YH 11 
Mo 12 

- 

Totals 
8+ 

14+ 
16+ 

14=52 
20 
17 
19 
14 
5 

11 
17 
20 

12 175 676 175 676 34 (2x17) 16 125 175 
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Observation 18   The most significant feature of this passage is that the long divine speech in vs. 2-8 

is made up of 102 (6x17) words. Moreover, the first part of the text, dealing with the promises given to 
the patriarchs (vs. 2-5) is particularly highlighted by the fact that it is made up of 52 (2x26) words. See 
the column ‘Totals’ above. The same applies to YHWH’s assertion (17 words in v. 7) that he will adopt the 
Israelites as his people as their God, the One who freed them from slavery. 
Another feature is that the two narrative sections have altogether 34 (2x17) words. The words spoken by 
Moses in his remonstration that Pharaoh would never listen to him (v. 12), get special emphasis, since 
the verse has in total 17 words. 

Observation 19  This passage, 6,2-13,  is inextricably linked to the previous passage 5,1-6,1. The 

entire Section 2, Exod 5,1-6,13, has consciously been finalized and ‘sealed’ by a number of words and 
letters that are multiples of 17 or 26. This is also the case with Section 1, Exod 1,1-4,31, as we have seen. 

What is said in v. 13 is clearly meant to be a first cliffhanger: the author presents a brief outline of God’s 
speaking to Moses and Aaron and their commission to persuade Pharaoh to let them take the people of 
Israel out of Egypt. Will Pharaoh listen to Moses, if he himself has no confidence in it? 

Section 3  Exod 6,14-28  The Levitical Descent of Moses and Aaron 

Let us now turn to the unique passage which is in fact a little interlude: Section 3, Exod 6,14-28, a 
genealogy for establishing the Levitical descent of Moses and Aaron, the heroes of the Exodus-story. 
Especially vs. 26-28, which refer to the forthcoming actions of Moses and Aaron in Egypt, were 
composed in order to function as a second cliffhanger before the actual story of the exodus is told. Its 
purpose is obviously to keep the audience/readers in suspense and anxious not to miss the next episode. 

Shall I present a little cliffhanger myself? Section 3, Exod 6,14-28, is made up of 182 (7x26) words and 
731 (43x17) letters! These 182 words together with the 260 words of 5,19-6,13 amount to 442 (17x26) 
indisputable evidence showing that Section 3 is part and parcel of Section 2. 
But there is much more to be discovered in this most intriguing genealogy.  

Overview of Section 3 in Terms of Numbers and Contents 

    Verses   Words Letters Sum W Sum L       Contents 
 1   Exod 6,14   15     62      15     62   Sons of Reuben 
 2   Exod 6,15   13     59      28    121   Sons of Simeon 

 3   Exod 6,16   15     60      43    181   These are the names of Levi’s sons   Levi 137 

 4   Exod 6,17    5     24      48    205   Sons of Gershon 

 5   Exod 6,18   13     54      61    259   Sons of Qehat  Qehat 133 

 6   Exod 6,19    8     35      69    294   Sons of Merari… These are Levi’s families  
 7   Exod 6,20   20     70      89    364   Amram and Jochebed parents of Moses & Aaron 

 8   Exod 6,21    5     20      94    384   Sons of Izhar                                    Amram 137 

 9   Exod 6,22    5     25      99    409   Sons of Uzziel 
10   Exod 6,23   20     74     119    483   Aaron and Elisheba parents of four sons (119 = 7x17) 

11   Exod 6,24    8+    37     127    520   Sons of Korah 
12   Exod 6,25   18=26  70     145    590   Eleazar & Putiel’s daughter parents of Phinehas 
13   Exod 6,26   15     56 Y

1  
160     646   Aaron & Moses were called to free the Israelites. 

14   Exod 6,27   14     56     174    702   They told Pharaoh to let the Israelites leave Egypt. 
15   Exod 6,28    8     29 Y

2 
 182     731  P  So was it, when YHWH spoke to Moses in Egypt.  

         (7x26) (43x17) 

Observation 20 There is absolutely no doubt that Exod 6,14-28 is a literary entity in its own right, 

being finalized, sealed and provided with 182 (7x26) words and 731 (43x17) letters, and delimited by S 
and P. In this case the P has a demarcating function, different from its use in connection with 6,10-12 
where its function is to draw attention to the passage – see Observation 14. The last verse of the 
genealogy, v. 28, which concludes the information in vs. 26-27 about the task Moses and Aaron were 
commissioned to perform in Egypt, has been formulated in such a way that it finalizes the genealogy.  
In the light of the strong caesura between 28 and 29, as indicated by the P, v. 28 cannot be the first of 
two closely connected sentences, the second of which is v. 29. What is said in v. 28 should not be linked 
to v. 29. It is a statement in its own right. And that applies to v. 29 as well, which starts with the solemn 
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stereotyped introductory formula, And YHWH spoke to Moses, saying: “I am YHWH; tell Pharaoh king of 
Egypt all I say to you”. Therefore, vs. 29-30 should not be linked to the preceding genealogy. They are 
part and parcel of the next passage, Section 4, Exod 6,29-7,13. 

Consequently, the only correct translation of v. 28 is: “And this was the situation on the day that YHWH 
spoke to Moses in the land of Egypt”. This is how the LXX understood the relationship between the two 
sentences, followed by only a few modern exegetes, e.g., B. Eerdmans and C. Houtman. The great 
majority of modern scholars and translators, quite mistakenly, ignore the Petuchah and link vs. 28 and 29 
together. For a discussion of the problem, see C. Houtman, Exodus (COT), Deel I, pp. 488-489. 
From a rhetorical point of view, v. 28 is the apogee of the cliffhanger which raises the crucial question: 
what is YHWH going to say to Moses in Egypt? 
Klaas Eikelenboom counted 1690 (65x26) words from the birth of Moses in Exod 2,2 up till the genealogy 
(Exod 2,2-6,13), which shows that the genealogy with its 182 (7x26) words is an integral part of the 
Exodus-story. The entire text of Exod 2,2-6,28 has 1690 + 182 = 1872 (72x26) words! 

                
        

                       
    

                 
          

           
             

          
       

          
         

 th          
           

            
           

              
                    

               
                 

       th after Moses     
This is not a divine speech,               
but a private                      

 divine deliberation;            
as in 9,5 and 13,17b.                

    Neither is v. 28.             

Striking numerical features: 
The 15 verses have 182 (7x26) 
words and 731 (43x17) letters. 

The data about the genealogies 
from Reuben to Aaron (14-23) 
have 119 (7x17) words.  

There are altogether 43 (26 + 17) 

different male names, among 
which the name Moses figures as 
number 26 in the range. Phinehas 
concludes the row in the 17th 
position after Moses. 

Life Span of Levi 137 years,  
that of Qehat 133 years, and  
that of Amram 137 years. 
For an explanation of these 
remarkable life spans, see below 
Observation 22. 

 

 

 
Vs. 24-25 contain the data 
concerning the descendants of 
Korah and Eleazar the son of 
Aaron. The passage is highlighted 
by having 26 words. 

Vs. 26-27 , which contain the 
relevant data concerning Aaron 
and Moses, are made up of 29 
words. For the structure of the 
passage, see Observation 21.  

Observation 21 What meets the eye immediately in v. 26 is the remarkable positioning of the 

atnach, which divides the 29 words into 3 before and 26 after. Compare 13,17-22. This means that the 
mathematical centre of vs. 24-27 is constituted by the words , ‘It was these Aaron and 

Moses…’ (55=26+3+26). Being positioned at the focal point of the passage, the three words have pride of 
place. The focus on them is reinforced by the repetition of the three words at the end of v. 27, once 
again set apart by the atnach: 26 words before and 3 after (29=26+3).  Here the names appear in the 
reversed order, so as to give Moses the prominence he deserves as the more important person.  
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The purpose of the 26+3+26 structure of vs. 24-27 is to put Aaron and Moses rhetorically in the spotlight, 
and to show symbolically that YHWH surrounds them in the execution of their task in Egypt. For a similar 
compositional pattern and an analogous symbolism, see my analysis of Psalm 23, where the three 
central words     , ‘for you are with me’, are flanked by 26 words on either side. 

The purpose of v. 28 as cliffhanger is to direct the attention of the audience/reader specifically to 
YHWH’s speaking to Moses in the land of Egypt. 

Observation 22  The Life Spans of the Levitical Heads of Families 

Until now no satisfactory explanation has been given for these three life spans.1 In my opinion, the key to 
the clarification of these at first sight exceptional life spans lies in the close relationship between the life 
spans of the patriarchs and the two divine name numbers 17 and 26. As far back as 1908 Oskar Goldberg 
was the first to draw attention to this intriguing feature and since then more light has been shed on this 
unmistakable relationship. Several scholars, Schildenberger, Meysing, Gevirtz and Sarna have recognized 
that the life spans of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph are arranged in a hierarchical order: with the 3 
quadratics 52, 62, and  72 in an ascending order and the 4 factors 7, 5, and 3, and 1 in a descending order. 
This discovery enabled me to gain the insight that they all derive from 17 in the following way: 2 

 Abraham 175 = 5x5 x 7 175 is derived from 17 = 5+5 + 7 
 Isaac  180 = 6x6 x 5  180 is derived from 17 = 6+6 + 5 

Jacob  147 = 7x7 x 3 147 is derived from 17 = 7+7 + 3 
Joseph  110 = 5x5 + 6x6 + 7x7 x 1 - the sum of the quadratics of his ancestors. 

The sum of the four life spans is 612, which is a multiple of 17 (36x17). All of this is certainly not a matter 
of coincidence, but intentional design in order to link the lives of the patriachs to YHWH’s presence. 

As for Joseph, in Gen 37,2 it is said that he was 17 years old when he shepherded the flock with his 
brothers. Leaving Joseph out of consideration and focussing on the life spans of his ancestors, including 
that of his great-great-grandmother, Sarah, the first matriarch (127 years), I found that the sum of their 
life spans is likewise a multiple of 17: 175 + 180 + 147 + 127 = 629 (37x17). This means that it was the 
127 years attributed to Sarah that the genealogist needed to let these life spans be a multiple of 17. 
Sarah’s life span thus appears to have functioned as the missing piece of a jigsaw puzzle. 

It is important to note the special relationship between the life span of Jacob (147) and 17: in Gen 47,28 
it is said (with 17 words!) that “Jacob lived in Egypt for 17 years and died at the age of 147 years”. If we 
subtract these 17 years he lived in Egypt from his life span, he lived 130 (5x26) years outside Egypt. 

Let us now turn to the life spans of the four generations of Levitical family heads: Levi, Qehat, Amram, 
Aaron and Moses, of whom the life spans are explicitly mentioned (Levi 137, Qehat 133 and Amram 137) 
or known (Aaron 123 and Moses 120– see Deut 34,7 and Exod 7,7). The sum of the five is 650 (25x26). 
This significant number explains why the life span of Qehat deviates from the 137 years of his father and 
his son Amram. In very much the same way as in the case of the life span of 127 years attributed to 
Sarah, the 133 of Qehat functioned as the missing jigsaw piece to attain a total that is a multiple of 26. 
Why was a deviant life span attributed to Qehat specifically, and not to Levi or Amram? My answer 
would be that Qehat’s position in the hierarchy is lower compared to that of the patriarch Levi and that 
of the father of Moses and Aaron, in much the same way as Sarah’s position as a mother is lower than 
that of the heads of families Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  

Finally, the life span of 137 years can be interpreted as 120 + 17, that is to say, the absolute maximum 
number of years for human beings, according to Gen 6,3, and the ideal life span of Moses, of 120 years 
expanded with the divine name number 17. See p. 122ff. in my article cited in note 3. 

In respect of the 137 years attributed to Levi and Amram it is not only interesting but also important to 
mention the fact that the same life span is ascribed to Ishmael (Gen 25,17). The purpose is evidently to 
express the presence of YHWH in his life and that of his descendants. 

                                                             
1
 See C. Houtman, Exodus (COT), Kampen 1986, Deel I, p. 480. 

2
 See my article “The Life Spans of the Patriarchs” in: A.S. van der Woude (Ed.), New Avenues in the Study of the Old 

Testament (OTS 25), E.J. Brill: Leiden, etc., 1989, pp. 121-127, and my Numerical Secrets of the Bible, pp. 98-103. 
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Section 4  Exod 6,29-7,13  YHWH’s Resolve to Use Force Against Egypt 
Overview of Section 4 in Terms of Numbers and Contents 

 Verses 
1 1    Exod 6,29 
2        Exod 6,30 
3 2    Exod 7,1 
4       Exod 7,2 
5       Exod 7,3 
6       Exod 7,4 
7       Exod 7,5 
8      Exod 7,6 
9      Exod 7,7 
10 3 Exod 7,8 
11    Exod 7,9 
12    Exod 7,10 
13    Exod 7,11 
14    Exod 7,1 
15    Exod 7,13 

Words    Letters 
  18+          59 Y1Y2 
  12+         44  Y3 
  12+         50  Y

4 
  16=58     56 
  12          46 
  19+        78 
  15=34    58  Y

5 
   9           31  Y

6 
 12           44 
   7+         25  Y

7 
 19=26     67 
 20+         78  Y8 
 12+         53 
 10+         43 
 9=51       32  Y9

 

Sum W   Sum L 
   18           59  
   30         103 
   42         153 
   58         209 
   70         255 
   89         333 
 104         391 
 113         422 
 125         466 
 132         491 
 151         558 
 171         636 
 183         689 
 193         732 
 202         764 

                      Contents 

YHWH instructs Moses to inform Pharaoh. 
P Moses protests and has his doubts. 
YHWH will make Moses a god to Pharaoh 
and Aaron will be his spokesman (58 words!) 
However, YHWH will harden his heart 
and use force against him. 
Egypt will realize who YHWH is! 
Centre: Mission accomplished! 
P Moses is 80 years old and Aaron 83. 
YHWH instructs  Moses to let Aaron perform 
a miracle with his staff, which he does. 
Pharaoh summons his magicians  
and they do the same thing. 
However, Aaron’s staff swallows theirs. 
Nonetheless, Pharaoh remains obstinate. 

 

                
            

               

         
                      

                                     
            

       
        

          
         

          
        

             
        

               
          

         
              

             
          

       
       

              
                

YHWH:  
5 + 13 = 18 

Moses: 4 + 8 = 12 

Vs. 6,29-7,2 has 58 words! 
YHWH: 

4 +  

Vs. 1-3 
 

36  
+ 
 

Vs. 4-5 
 
 

34 (2x17) 
 
 

Narrative:  21 
 

YHWH: 
7 + 19 = 26  

 

Narrative:   
 

51 (3x17) 
 
 

The name    occurs 11x   

together with 2x in Section 3. 

Observation 23 The mathematical centre is constituted by the remark in 7,6 that “Moses and Aaron 

did so; they did as YHWH had commanded them” (15=7+1+7). In order to highlight it, the author has 
finalized the preceding seven verses by the well-known device of providing the passage with a number of 
words and letters that are a multiple of 17 or 26, in this case 104 (4x26) words with 391 (23x17) letters. 
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The passage in which Moses is ordered to report to Pharaoh what YHWH has told him (6,29-7,2) is made 
up of 58 words – the letter value of the name Pharaoh. See Observation 8.  

The formula        , ‘as YHWH had commanded’, occurs 22x in Exodus, but the shorter formula 

     , occurs altogether  34x (2x17), namely 8x in: 7,6. 10.20;  12,28.50;  16,16.32.34;  and 26x in 

34,4;  35,1.4.10.29;  36,1.5;  38,22;  39.1.5.7.21.26.29.31.32.42.43; 40,16.19.21.23.25.27.29.32. 

The function of the P after 5,7 is to direct attention to the next verse (5,8), which is entirely devoted to 
the solemn 7-word introductory formula “And YHWH said to Moses and to Aaron, saying:”. The 19-word 
divine speech in v. 9 is about the first step Moses and Aaron should take to persuade Pharaoh to let the 
people go: the performance of a miracle. The importance of this is underlined by the fact that vs. 8-9 
have altogether 26 words, and that the narrative in vs. 10-13 about the competition with Pharaoh’s 
magicians and Aaron’s triumph over them, is made up of 51 (3x17) words. 

Observation 24  At first sight the 202 words of the Section do not seem to be significant, but YHWH 

speaks 102 (6x17) words, and the five divine speeches together with Moses’ speech, including the intros, 
have 130  (6x26) words. Here is an overview based on the categories Narrative and Speeches: 

Verses Narrative Introductions Speeches Intros and Speeches Totals 

6,29 - YHWH 5 YHWH 13 YHWH 18 18 

6,30 - Moses 4 Moses 8 12 12 

7,1-3 - YHWH 4 YHWH 36 YHWH 40 40 

7,4-5 - - YHWH 34 YHWH 34 34 

7,6-7 21 - - - 21 

7,8-9 - YHWH 7 YHWH 19 YHWH 26 26 

7,10-13 51 - - - 51 

6,29-7,13 - YHWH 16 102 (6x17) 118 + 12 - 

6,29-7,13 72 - 102+8=110 130 (5x26) 202 

The second part (7,4-5) of YHWH’s second speech (7,1-5) is especially highlighted by its 34 (2x17) words 
because here YHWH forsees that Pharaoh will not listen to Moses and Aaron and that he has to use force 
against Egypt.  The earlier references to the use of force are also especially highlighted: 3,20 (being at 
the centre of 3,1-4,17 - see Observation 1), and 6,1 (having 17 words – see Observation 16). 

Observation 25  Having arrived at the end of the four Sections dealing with the events before the 

Ten Plagues (1,1-7,13), let us take stock of the occurrences of the name   , which I have registered in 

the subsections of the text. It is not surprising to find in 1,1-7,13 a string of altogether  51 (3x17) 
occurrences: 7 + 9 + 8 in Section 1; 8 + 8 in Section 2; 2 in Section 3; and 9 in Section 4.  

A review of the string as a whole shows that it divides into 34 instances in 1,1-6,3 and 17 in 6,4-7,13.  
The 34th instance is to be found within the important statement in YHWH’s speech in 6,3: “I appeared to 
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob as God Almighty, but by my name YHWH I did not make myself known to 
them.” Most astonishingly, in terms of words, up till 6,3 the author has used 1785 (105x17) words, which 
demonstrates that he considered 6,3 a crucial point when it comes to the revelation of YHWH’s name. 
Finally, to crown it all, from 1,8-6,3, that is to say, from the beginning of the reign of a new king who did 
not know Joseph, up till this point, we count 119 (7x17) verses and 1734 (102x17 = 6x17x17) words! 

The use of the number 17 as the divine name number par excellence gives substance to my theory that it 
is based on the letter value of , the archaic 1st person form of , ‘I am’ (3,14), in the same way as 

 is the archaic 3rd person form of  (letter value of : 1+5+6+5=17).  

See the General Introduction to Logotechnical Analysis, p. 5.   
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Section 5  Exod 7,14-9,35  YHWH Speaks 10x Sending 7 Plagues 

§ 1  Exod 7,14-9,7  YHWH Speaks 7x Sending 5 Plagues 

Verses 
1  1   Exod 7,14 
2      Exod 7,15 
3      Exod 7,16 
4      Exod 7,17 
5      Exod 7,18 
6 2 Exod 7,19 
7      Exod 7,20 
8      Exod 7,21 
9      Exod 7,22  
10    Exod 7,23 
11    Exod 7,24 
12    Exod 7,25 
13 3 Exod 7,26 
14    Exod 7,27 
15    Exod 7,28 
16    Exod 7,29 
17 4 Exod 8,1 
18    Exod 8,2 
19    Exod 8,3 
20    Exod 8,4 
21    Exod 8,5 
22    Exod 8,6 
23    Exod 8,7 
24    Exod 8,8 
25    Exod 8,9 
26    Exod 8,10 
27    Exod 8,11 
28 5 Exod 8,12 
29    Exod 8,13 
30    Exod 8,14 
31    Exod 8,15 
32 6 Exod 8,16 
33    Exod 8,17 
34    Exod 8,18 
35    Exod 8,19 
36    Exod 8,20 
37    Exod 8,21 
38    Exod 8,22 
39    Exod 8,23 
40    Exod 8,24 
41    Exod 8,25 
42    Exod 8,26 
43    Exod 8,27 
44    Exod 8,28 
45 7   Exod 9,1 
46     Exod 9,2 
47     Exod 9,3 
48     Exod 9,4 
49     Exod 9,5 
50     Exod 9,6 
51     Exod 9,7 

Words   Letters 
  10            33 
  18+          66 
  18+          70 
  20+          68 
  12=68     48 
  33         122 
  24           92 
  18           68 
  14           55 
  10           32 
  13           51 
    8           31 120 
  16           55 
  11+        40 
  15=26    78 
    6+        30 48 
  23+        83 
  13+        47 
  10=52    45 
  17          79 
  17          79 
  10+        42 
    9+        45 
  15=34   56 
  12          49 
    6          26 
  14          50  146 
  19          62 
  23+        81 
  13+        58 
  16=52   63  71 
  20         79 
  24         88 
  21         74 
  10         35 
  17         65 
  10         43 
  20         82 
  11         49 
  16         71 
  26         98 
    7         25 
  12         48 
  11         35 205 
  18+       65 
    8=26  26 
  15         61 
  14         56 
  10+       38 
  16=26   58 
  16         54 97 

Sum W     Sum L 
   10 Y1          33 
   28               99 
   46 Y2         169 
   66 Y3 Y4    237 
   78             285 
  111 Y5         407 
  135 Y6         499 
  153            567 
  167 Y

7    
     622 

  177            654 
  190            705 
  198 Y8        736 
  214 Y9Y10    791 
  225             831 
  240             909 
  246             939 
  269 Y11     1022 
  282           1069 
  292           1114 
  309 Y12Y13 1193 
  326               1272 
  336 Y

14 
    1314 

  345           1359 
  360 Y15     1415 
  372 Y16     1464 
  378           1490 
  392 Y17       1540 
  411 Y18     1602 
  434           1683 
  447           1741 
  463 Y19     1804 
  483 Y20Y211883 
  507           1971 
  528 Y22     2045 
  538           2080 
  555 Y23     2145 
  565           2188 
  585 Y24     2270 
  596 Y

25
     2319 

  612 Y
26

     2390 
  638 Y

27
Y

28 
2488 

  645 Y
29

      2513 
  657 Y

30
      2561 

  668            2596 
  686 Y

31
Y

32
 2661 

  694            2687 
  709 Y33      2748 
  723 Y

34
      2804 

  733 Y
35

Y
36

 2842 
  749 Y37      2900 
  765 (45x17) 2954 

     Divine Speeches 1-10 and Plagues 1-7 
 YHWH knows that Pharaoh is obstinate. 
 Therefore, he instructs Moses to go to  
 the Nile with Pharaoh and to implement 
 the first plague: 1. Water > Blood.  
S The water in the Nile turns to blood. 
Aaron has to do this to the entire land. 
Moses and Aaron do as they were told 
Up till this point: 153 (9x17) words! 
The magicians do the same, therefore 
Pharaoh remains obstinate. 
The Egyptians dig for drinking water. 
P The plague goes on for 7 days. 
YHWH orders Moses to go to Pharaoh  
and threaten him with another plague: 
2. Frogs in the Nile and everywhere, 
which will even clamber over people. 
YHWH orders Moses and Aaron to  
effectuate the frog plague; however, 
the magicians do the same. 
Pharaoh begs Moses to intercede,  
which he promises to do. 
God willing, Pharaoh will realize 
that YHWH is incomparable.  
Moses intercedes with YHWH. 
The plague stops, the frogs die, 
the Egyptians pile them into heaps 
S but Pharaoh remains obstinate. 
YHWH orders another plague: 3. Lice 
They are everywhere; the magicians  
fail to produce them, but recognize 
P God’s hand. Pharaoh is adamant. 
YHWH threatens Pharaoh with 4th plague: 
Swarms of flies over the whole country,       
but he makes an exception for Goshen: 
Pharaoh will experience YHWH’s presence. 
YHWH effectuates the plague:  4. Flies 

Pharaoh allows a feast, but in Egypt. 
Moses rejects the offer. 
The Israelites must go to the Wilderness! 
Pharaoh agrees; Moses shall intercede: 
the plague will stop, but make haste! 
Moses intercedes with YHWH 
and he stops the plague, but once again 
P Pharaoh becomes obdurate. 
YHWH threatens Pharaoh with 5th plague: 
      5. Pestilence 

YHWH will strike all Egypt’s livestock 
but he will spare Israel’s animals. 
YHWH effectuates the plague: 
Egypt’s animals die; Israel’s live.  
P    End of 7 Speeches and 5 Plagues 
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§ 2  Exod 9,8-35      YHWH Speaks 3x Sending 2 Plagues 

52 8   Exod 9,8 
53     Exod 9,9 
54     Exod 9,10 
55     Exod 9,11 
56     Exod 9,12 
57 9   Exod 9,13 
58     Exod 9,14 
59     Exod 9,15 
60     Exod 9,16 
61     Exod 9,17 
62     Exod 9,18 
63     Exod 9,19 
64     Exod 9,20 
65     Exod 9,21 
66 10  Exod 9,22 
67     Exod 9,23 
68     Exod 9,24 
69     Exod 9,25 
70     Exod 9,26 
71     Exod 9,27 
72     Exod 9,28 
73    Exod 9,29 
74     Exod 9,30 
75     Exod 9,31 
76     Exod 9,32 
77     Exod 9,33 
78     Exod 9,34 
79     Exod 9,35 

 17           66 
 17           63 
 17           73 
 14           59 
 13           43  78 
20            79 
19            66 
13+          43 
13=26      53 
5               23 
17             60 
23             81 
13+           48 
13=26      44 136 
24             82 
19             67 
18+           64 
23+           73 
10=51      30 
14             65 
13             53 
22           81 
9+             39 
8=17         37 
7               26 
17             64 
13+           52 
13=26      44 210 

782 Y38       3020 
799             3083 
816             3156 
830             3215 
843 Y39 Y40 3258 
863 Y41Y42 3337 
882            3403 
895            3446 
908            3499 
913            3522 
930            3582 
953            3663 
966 Y43      3711 
979 Y44      3755 
1003 Y45    3837 
1022 Y46Y473904 
1040           3968 
1063           4041 
1073           4071 
1087 Y48     4136 
1100 Y49     4189 
1122 Y50Y51  4270 
1131 Y52     4309 
1139          4346 
1146          4372 
1163 Y53    4436 
1176          4488 
1189 Y54   4532 

YHWH orders Moses and Aaron to 
implement 
the 6

th  
plague:  6. Boils 

Moses and Aaron produce festering boils.  
The magicians fail to do anything. 
S YHWH makes Pharaoh obstinate. 
YHWH orders Moses to threaten Pharaoh 
so that he recognizes YHWH’s uniqueness. 
YHWH could root him out, but he may 
live to witness to YHWH’s greatness. 
Because Pharaoh still remains adamant, 
YHWH announces a devastating hailstorm. 
Pharaoh may bring beasts under cover: 
some are brought under cover, but  
P those left in the open will die.  
YHWH orders Moses to implement  
the 7th plague: 7. Hailstorms 
An unheard-of thunderstorm  
shattering everything in Egypt. 
in Goshen there is no hail. 
Pharaoh repents: he was wrong 
and now asks Moses to intercede. 
Moses will do so and pray to YHWH, 
though the Egyptians do not yet  
fear YHWH, who is God by excellence. 
Flax and barley are vulnerable! 
Moses prays to YHWH: the storm stops. 
Pharaoh and his men are obstinate: 
P  he will not let the people go. 

           Exod 9,8-35 has 78 + 136 + 210 = 424 words.       End of the 10 Speeches and the 7 Plagues. 

Observation 26  As shown by the table above, the macro structure of the Plague-story (7,14-12,42) 

is not determined by the 10 plagues but by the 17 divine speeches which divide into 10 and 7.  
The words spoken by YHWH, the initiator and cunductor of the events, are the backbone of the story:  

 Section 5  Exod 7,14-9,35    YHWH Speaks 10x Sending 7 Plagues 
 Section 6  Exod 10,1-12,51  YHWH Speaks 7x Sending 3 Plagues. 

Section 5 is rounded off in vs. 34-35 by 26  words with 13 words in each, evidently to highlight the idea of 
YHWH’s uniqueness. See also 9,14-15 and 9,20-21.  The same technique is used to round off Section 6  
Exod 10,1-12,51 in the concluding verses 12, 50-51 – see Observation 36. 

Observation 27  Since there is a very strong caesura after 9,7 at the end of the first 7 divine 

speeches and the first 5 plagues, the text of Section 5 naturally divides into two paragraphs. This is 
strongly underscored by the fact that one of the two paragraphs has a significant number of words: 

 § 1  Exod 7,14-9,7  YHWH speaks 7x sending 5 plagues: 51 verses and  765 (45x17) words 
 § 2  Exod 9,8-35      YHWH speaks 3x sending 2 plagues: 28 verses and 424 words. 

Moreover, the Pestilence among Egypt’s livestock, is the interim high-point of the first 5 plagues. The 
next 2 plagues, the Boils and the Hailstorm, are far worse, because they not only strike the livestock but 
humans too. That is why I shall treat the two paragraphs separately as distinct compositional entities 
without impairing the incontestable unity of Section 5.  
It is not only for the sake of convenience and the purpose of reviewing that I split the text into five parts, 
this is also how it is delimited by P and S: 

§ 1   7,14-25 (P)  7,26-8,15 (S) and  8,16-9,7 (P)  
§ 2   9,8-21 (P) and 9,22-35 (P). 
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§ 1  Exod 7,14-9,7  YHWH Speaks 7x Sending 5 Plagues 
Divine Speeches 1 and 2 in Exod 7,14-25 (Plague 1: Water turns to Blood)  P 

                   
             

           
               

               
          

             
         

          
          

                
               

        
             

              
             

           
           

             
     

                    
            

          
         

              

Vs. 14-18 

YHWH: 4 + 74 = 78 (3x26) 
 

YHWH informs Moses about the 
state of affairs: 

(v. 14)   10  
YHWH instructs Moses: 
(vs. 15-18)   68 (4x17) 

YHWH’s message to Pharaoh:  
(v. 17)   17 

 
 

Vs. 19 
YHWH: 4 + 29 = 33 

YHWH tells Moses to instruct Aaron 
to initiate the first plague. 

Instruction given to Aaron: 26 
Vs. 20-25 

Narrative:  87 
 

(vs. 14-21) 
153 (9x17) 

 
Vs. 14-25 have 

altogether 198 (18x11) words. 
 
 
 
 

The name    occurs 8x. 

Observation 28  The First Divine Speech (introduction included) has 78 (3x26) words.  

YHWH’s instruction to Moses (vs. 15-18) is made up of 68 (4x17) words.  

In v. 17 YHWH’s message to Pharaoh, introduced by “Thus says YHWH”, has 17 words.  

The instruction YHWH orders Moses to give to Aaron (in v. 19) is highlighted by having 26 words. 

The story up till the time Moses and Aaron have executed their task and the water in the Nile has turned 
to blood (vs. 14-21) contain 153 words (9x17 and the triangular number of 17).  

The 87 words in the narrative (vs. 20-25) has no special significance, but the total number of words in the 
entire passage amount to 198, which is a multiple of 11 (18x11) the number of fulfilment, evidently 
chosen in order to express the accomplishment of the first plague. 
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Divine Speeches 3, 4, and 5 in Exod 7,26-8,15 (Plague 2: Frogs; Plague 3: Lice)  S 

                
        

              
            

          
          

               
        

        
               

              
            

             
                

               
                    

             
         

        
      

             
         

               
         

                 
                      

           
        

              
          

        
         

                    

Vs. 26-29 
YHWH: 4 + 44 = 48 

(vs. 27-28) 
YHWH’s message to Pharaoh, 
threatening him with the Frog 

Plague: 26 
 

YHWH: 4 + 19 = 23 
 
 
 

Vs. 2-3 
Narrative: 23 

Pharaoh: 5 + 12 = 17 
 

Moses: 3 + 14 = 17 
 

Pharaoh: 1 + 1 =2 

Moses: 1 + 16 = 17 
 

Vs. 8-11 
Narrative: 47 

 
 
 
 

 

YHWH: 4 + 15 = 19 
 

Vs. 13-15 
Narrative: 52 (2x26) 

 
 
 

(V. 15a) 
Magicians: 4 + 3 = 7 

Part of the narrative! 
The name    occurs 11x. 

Observation 29  YHWH speaks 78 (2x26) words in total.  

To highlight YHWH’s threat with the Frog Plague the author used 26 words.  

To highlight Pharaoh’s plea for mercy and his promise to let the people go, the author used 17 words. 

To highlight Moses’response to Pharaoh, 2x17 words were devoted to what he has to say.  

The narrative in vs. 13-15, including the words devoted to the magicians, is made up of 52 (3x26) words. 
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Divine Speeches 6 and 7 in Exod 8,16-9,7  (Plague 4: Flies; Plague 5: Pestilence) P 

              
             

         
           

      
            

              
            

           
           

               
     

         
        

              
           

        
                 

            
           

          
       

        
        

         
               

        
              

                
               

         
           

               
             

          
                    

               
The words in v. 5b is not addressed to           

a person, but a               
deliberation, as 9,5 and 13,17b         

Vs. 16-19 

YHWH: 4 + 71 = 75 

 

 

 

 

 

 
V. 20 

Narrative: 17 

Pharaoh: 6 + 4 = 10  
 

Moses: 2 + 29 = 31 

                26 

 

 

Pharaoh: 2 + 14 = 16 
 

Moses: 2 + 24 = 26 
 
 
 
 

Vs. 26-28 
Narrative: 30 

 
 
 

9,1-4 
 

YHWH: 4 + 51 = 55 
 

130 (5x26) words devoted to 
YHWH’s two speeches (75+55). 

 
 
 

Vs. 5-7 
Narrative: 42 

(vs.5-6) 26 
 

The name    occurs 18x. 

 

Observation 30  In  8,21-25 the words devoted to what Pharaoh has to say are especially focussed 

on, because it is here that the fate of the Israelites is determined: whether they may leave the land of 
Egypt or not. The 2 speeches of Pharaoh + intros are made up of 26 words (10 + 16). This also applies to 
Moses’ second speech in 8,25, which has 26 words (+ intro): his promise to Pharaoh to intercede. 

mailto:labuschagne.cj@gmail.com


28 

 

© 2014 Casper J. Labuschagne The Exodus and the Crossing of the Reed Sea  labuschagne.cj@gmail.com — rev 08/27/14 8:51 AM 

 

 

In the narrative in v. 20 the author used 17 words to describe how YHWH let the flies infest Pharaoh’s 
palace and threaten the land of Egypt.  
In the narrative of 9,5-6 he used 26 words to tell that YHWH set a time and struck all livestock. 
The divine speeches are particularly highlighted: all words devoted to YHWH’s speaking (including the 
introductions) amount to altogether 130 (5x26): 75 in Speech 6 and 55 in Speech 7. Additionally, in the 
7th Speech in 9,1-4 YHWH speaks 51 (3x17) words. 

§ 2  Exod 9,8-35  YHWH Speaks 3x Sending 2 Plagues 
a)  Divine Speeches 8 and 9 in Exod 9,8-21 (Plague 6: Boils)  P 

                 
         

            
           

         
            

            
        

           

           

               
                 

             
          

         
       

            

         
                

              
     

       
         

       
                 

               
                                   

               
          

YHWH: 6 + 28 = 34 (17 + 17) 

YHWH orders Moses to toss soot 
into the air to produce festering 

boils. 

Vs. 10-11 

Narrative:  17+14=31 

Moses and Aaron  effectuate the 
Boil-plague, but Pharaoh does not 

listen to them, as YHWH had 
foretold Moses. 

YHWH: 4 + 106 = 110 

Vs. 13-14  have 35 words 

 

Vs. 15-16 have 26 words 

(13 + 13) 

 

 

 

 

V. 18  has 17 words: 

YHWH announces the violent 
hailstorm 

 

 

 

Vs. 20-21 

Narrative: 26 (13 + 13) 

 
The name    occurs 7x. 

Observation 31  The text containing the 8th divine speech (9,8-12) is made up of 78 (3x26) words. 

The text containing the 9th divine speech (9,13-21) is made up of 136 (8x17) words. This speech, including 
its introduction, has 34 words: 17 in v. 8 and 17 in v. 9. Verse 10, has likewise 17 words. 
It is not surprising either that YHWH’s announcement of the 7th plague, the  violent hailstorm, is made up 
of 17 words (v. 18). But this is not all: in his description of the violant hailstorm in vs. 24-26 the author 
used 51 (3x17) words, and in describing its effect on the flax and barley (v.31) he used 17 words, and in 
telling that the storm was over after Moses had prayed to YHWH (v. 33) he used once again 17 words!  

What follows is most significant: the 9th divine speech as such is made up of 106 words. Vs. 13-14, where 
YHWH asserts his incomparability: “There is none like me in all the world”, have 39 words.  
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Actually this did not surprise me, because 39 is the well-known number of the formula 39 = 26 + 13, the 

letter value of    , ‘YHWH is One’. Please consult the General Introduction, p. 12, my Numerical 

Secrets of the Bible, pp. 128-130, and my Commentary (1987), Deuteronomium, Deel 1A, pp. 41-42. 

In order to highlight the word , which expresses YHWH’s uniqueness and his incomparability, the 

author used 13 words in each of the next two verses (15-16), and in the two concluding verses  (20-21). 
Moreover, each of the last two verses, 9,34-35, has 13 words to reinforce what is said here about YHWH. 
Note also the two concluding verses of 13 words each in 12,50-51, especially in the light of the fact that 
the Passover is described as the night of YHWH’s judgement against all the gods of Egypt (see 12,12): 
“Thus I shall execute judgement against all the gods of Egypt, I am YHWH!”. Consult my 1962 dissertation    
The Incomparability of Yahweh in the Old Testament, (Pretoria Oriental Series, 5) Leiden: E.J. Brill, 1966. 

b) Divine Speech 10 in Exod 9,22-35 (Plague 7: Hailstorm)  P 

             
            

       
              

                 
           

              
           

       
        

              
         

           
           

            
           

       
            

                 
        

      
        

              
             

       
          

             

YHWH: 4 + 20 =24 

10 words in 22a and in 22b 
 

Vs. 23 

Narrative: 19 

Vs. 24-26 

Narrative: 51 (3x17) 
Description of the devastating 

hailstorm 
 
 
 

Pharaoh: 7 + 20 = 27 
 

 

 

Moses: 3 + 28 = 31 

 

 

 

Vs. 31-35  58 words 
 

V. 33 Hailstorm ceased after 
Moses prayed to YHWH  17 w. 

Vs. 34-35  26 words 

13 in v. 34 and 13 in v. 35 
Compare 12,50-51! 

The name    occurs 10x. 

Observation 32  The name of YHWH occurs 10x, and together with the 7 instances in the sister 

passage 9,8-21, it occurs 17x in the entire § 2 Exod 9,8-35.  
Since the hailstorm was evidently considered the most severe and devastating plague thus far, it is 
highlighted in several ways. The description of its devastating effect in vs. 24-26 has 3x17 words.  
The disastrous destruction of the flax in bud and the barley in the ear is phrased in v. 31 with  17 words. 
This also goes for the cessation of the hail (v. 33 with 17 words) after Moses’ intercession with YHWH. 
The last two verses, 9,34-35, have 13 words in each verse, precisely as in 12,50-51 (see Observation 26!).  
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Overview of the Narratives and Speeches in Section 5 Exod 7,14-9,35 
 

Paragraphs Narratives YHWH’s Speeches Moses’ Speeches Pharaoh 

§1 Exod 7,14-9,7  87 
 23 
 47 
 52 (2x26) 
  17 
  30 
  42 
298 

  4 +   74 =   78 (3x26) 
  4 +   29 =   33 
  4 +   44 =   48 
  4 +   19 =   23 
  4 +   15 =   19 
  4 +   71 =   75 
  4 +   51 =   55 
  28 + 303 = 331 

3 + 14 = 17 
1 + 16 = 17 
2 + 29 = 31 
2 + 24 = 26 
8 + 83 = 91 

  5 + 12 = 17 
  1 +    1 =   2 
  6 +   4 = 10+ 
  2 + 14 = 16=26 
14 + 31 = 45 
 

§2 Exod 9,8-35   44 
  26 
128 
198 

  6 +   28 =   34 (2x17) 
  4 + 106 = 110   
  4 +   20 =   24 
14 + 154 = 168 

 
 
 
3 + 28 = 31 

 
 
 
7 + 20 = 27 

Total Section 5 496 42 + 457 = 499 11 + 111 = 122 21 + 51 = 72 

 

For several reasons, including material content, the next section, 10,1-12,51, divides into four parts: 

§ 1 Exod 10,1-11,10 YHWH Speaks 5x Sending 2 Plagues 
§ 2 Exod 12,1-28 One Divine Speech and the Institution of the Passover 
§ 3 Exod 12,29-42 The Execution of the Tenth Plague and the Departure of the Israelites 
§ 4 Exod 12,43-51 One Divine Speech and the Statute of the Passover. 

Section 6 Exod 10,1-12,51 Seven Divine Speeches, 3 Plagues, and the Passover 
§ 1 Exod 10,1-11,10 YHWH Speaks 5x Sending 2 Plagues  

Verses 
1 1 Exod 10,1 
2   Exod 10,2 
3   Exod 10,3 
4   Exod 10,4 
5   Exod 10,5 
6   Exod 10,6 
7   Exod 10,7 
8   Exod 10,8 
9   Exod 10,9 
10   Exod 10,10 
11   Exod 10,11 
12 2 Exod 10,12 
13   Exod 10,13 
14   Exod 10,14 
15   Exod 10,15 
16   Exod 10,16 
17   Exod 10,17 
18   Exod 10,18 
19   Exod 10,19 
20   Exod 10,20 
21 3 Exod 10,21 
22   Exod 10,22 
23   Exod 10,23 
24   Exod 10,24 
25   Exod 10,25 
26   Exod 10,26 
27   Exod 10,27 
28   Exod 10,28  
29   Exod 10,29 

Words   Letters 
20             67 
19               7 
20             77 
12             39 
25             83 
25             94 
22             84 
17             62 
14             67 
16             57 
17             58 
24             81 
24+           85 
22+           77 
29+           98 
10=85      48 
15             56 
6               22 
19             69 
10             33 159 
15             51 
14             48 
17             62 
17             61 
11             48 
24             82 
8               28 
16             52 
9               30 131 

Sum W         Sum L 
20  Y1                67 
39  Y2              139 
59  Y3              216 
71                    255 
96                    338 
121                 432 
143  Y4           516 
160  Y5           578 
174  Y6           645 
190  Y7           702 
207  Y8           760 
231   Y9           841 
255                 926 
277               1003  
306               1101 
316               1149  
331               1205 
337               1227  
356               1296  
366              1329  
381              1380 
395              1428 
412              1490 
429              1551 
440              1599 
464 Y10Y11    1681 
472  Y

12 
      1709 

488              1761 
497              1791 

Plagues 
YHWH sends Moses and Aaron 
to Pharaoh to negotiate 
Israel’s departure in order to  
worship him in the Wilderness.  
They threaten him with another 
plague:  8. Locusts 
Pharaoh’s men advise him to agree. 
Moses and Aaron back to Pharaoh. 
Pharaoh assents to the request, but only the 
menfolk and their dependants may go.  
P  Moses and Aaron dismissed. 
Moses must summon the locusts. 
They invade the entire land 
in unheard-of swarms and 
devour all plants and fruit. 
Pharaoh is filled with remorse. 
He asks Moses and Aaron to 
intercede with YHWH. 
The plague stops, but YHWH 
P hardens Pharaoh’s heart. 
YHWH orders Moses to effectuate 

Another plague:  9. Darkness 
Pharaoh consents, but will not 
allow the flocks to leave Egypt. 
Moses demands animals 
YHWH makes Pharaoh obstinate 
so that he refuses to let them go.  
Moses is rudely dismissed. 
P 10,1-29  497 (71x7). 
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30 4 Exod 11,1 
31   Exod 11,2 
32   Exod 11,3 
33   Exod 11,4 
34   Exod 11,5 
35   Exod 11,6 
36   Exod 11,7 
37   Exod 11,8 
38 5 Exod 11,9 
39   Exod 11,10 

23             80 
15+           54 
19=34      72 
11            42 
19            70 
13            48 
19            74 
22            78 
13            51 
20            72 174 

520  Y13        1871 
535              1925 
554  Y14       1997 
565  Y15       2039 
584              2109 
597              2157 
616  Y

16
       2231 

638              2309 
651  Y17       2360 
671  Y18      2432 

YHWH has one last plague in store, 
but first allows the Israelites to 
obtain treasure from Egyptians. 
Moses announces the plague: 
All the first-born in Egypt shall die.   
Moses confronts Pharaoh with the 
harsh consequences. 
S Moses departs in hot anger. 
YHWH will show more portents! 
P   The name   occurs 18x. 

Observation 33  The total number of words is a multiple of 11 (671= 61x11), and was probably 

chosen to signify the accomplishment of the two most severe plagues thus far. God’s name occurs 18x.  

§ 2 Exod 12,1-28 One Divine Speech and the Institution of the Passover 

40 6 Exod 12,1 
41   Exod 12,2 
42   Exod 12,3 
43   Exod 12,4 
44   Exod 12,5 
45   Exod 12,6 
46   Exod 12,7 
47   Exod 12,8 
48   Exod 12,9 
49   Exod 12,10 
50   Exod 12,11 
51   Exod 12,12 
52   Exod 12,13 
53   Exod 12,14 
54   Exod 12,15 
55   Exod 12,16 
56   Exod 12,17 
57   Exod 12,18 
58   Exod 12,19 
59   Exod 12,20 
60   Exod 12,21 
61   Exod 12,22 
62   Exod 12,23 
63   Exod 12,24 
64   Exod 12,25 
65   Exod 12,26 
66   Exod 12,27 
67   Exod 12,28 

9              34 
10            38 
17            57 
19            68 
12            41 
17            63 
15+          56 
11=26     42 
16            52 
11+         40 
15=26     73 
22            82 
20            84 
13            54 
23            93 
24            88 
19            80 
14            56 
18+         71 
  8=26     34  
14           61 
25           92 
24           88 
15           53 
9+            32 
9+            35 
21+         83 
12=51    44   442                    

680  Y1       2466 
690             2504 
707             2561 
726             2629 
738             2670 
755             2733 
770             2789 
781             2831 
797             2883 
808             2923 
823  Y2        2996 
843  Y3         3080 
865             3162 
878 Y4         3216 
901             3309 
925             3397 
944             3477 
976             3604 
958             3533 
984             3638 
998             3699 
1023           3791 
1047  Y5  Y6 3879 
1056           3911 
1071  Y

7 
     3964 

1080           3999 
1101  Y8      4082 
1113  Y9      4126 

Institution of the Passover and 
the Feast of Unleavened Bread. 
The 10th day of the 1st month! 
Small households may share a lamb. 
The lamb should be a yearling without blemish. 
Victims must be slaughtered the 14th day. 
Blood is to be smeared on the  
lintels and door-posts. 
Prescriptions how to eat the lamb: 
with cakes and bitter herbs 
and in urgent haste, ready to go. 
Then YHWH executes judgement against the gods!  
Seeing the blood, he will pass over the Israelites.  
Israel should observe the Passover as a statute. 
For 7 days they should eat unleavened bread. 
The 1st and 7th days should be days of rest. 
This memorable day is the day of the exodus! 
They eat unleavened bread from 14th – 21st day. 
For 7 days no leaven should be found: 
P on pain of being outlawed and expelled. 
Moses summons the Israelites 
to smear blood on their lintels 
and door-posts of their houses. 
He orders the Israelites to observe this rite 
for all time in the promised land.  
He explains what it means.  
They should explain it to their children. 
S The Israelites bow down and worship.     

Observation 34  This crucial passage is finalized and sealed by a most significant number of words, 

which is the product of 17 and 26 (442 = 17x26), evidently to stress the importance of the Passover.  
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§ 3 Exod 12,29-42 The Execution of the Tenth Plague and the Departure of the Israelites 

68   Exod 12,29 
69   Exod 12,30 
70   Exod 12,31 
71   Exod 12,32 
72   Exod 12,33 
73   Exod 12,34 
74   Exod 12,35 
75   Exod 12,36 
76   Exod 12,37 
77   Exod 12,38 
78   Exod 12,39 
79   Exod 12,40 
80   Exod 12,41 
81   Exod 12,42 

23           86 
19           67 
19           73 
11+         41 
12+         44 
11=34     42 
12           49 
11           45 
12           49 
10           32 
22           80 
11           46 
17           66 
16           69  206 

1136  Y
10

       4212 
1155              4279 
1174  Y11       4352 
1185              4393 
1197              4437 
1208              4479 
1220              4528 
1231  Y12       4573 
1243              4622 
1253              4654 
1275              4734 
1286              4780 
1303  Y

13
       4846 

1319  Y
14 

Y
15  

4915 

The 10th plague: 10. Death of the First-born. 
Pharaoh and all Egyptians rise and wail. 
He summons Moses and Aaron: Leave, all of you! 
Go and worship and ask YHWH to bless me! 
The Egyptians hurry the people out of Egypt. 
The Israelites gather their dough and troughs. 
Meanwhile they had obtained treasure, jewels 
P and clothing from the Egyptians. 
Israel’s departure from Egypt: 
they set out from Rameses with 600.000 men and  
their dependants after a stay of 430 years. 
This point in time is a night of vigil. 
On that day the Israelites went out of Egypt! 
P It is YHWH’s vigil, to be kept by all Israelites. 

Observation 35  Remarkably enough, it is not the execution of the final and most terrible plague 

that is highlighted, but vs. 32-34 , Pharaoh’s approval of the exodus, the expulsion of the Israelites, and 
their packing of the dough and kneading troughs in their cloaks. Additionally the 17 words of v. 41 
highlight the assertion that the Israelites left Egypt on the very last day of their 430  years’ stay in Egypt. 

 

§ 4 Exod 12,43-51 One Divine Speech and the Statute of the Passover 

82 7 Exod 12,43 
83   Exod 12,44 
84   Exod 12,45 
85   Exod 12,46 
86   Exod 12,47 
87   Exod 12,48 
88   Exod 12,49 
89   Exod 12,50 
90   Exod 12,51 

14            44 
10            32 
5              17 
14            47 
5+            17 
22+          74 
7=34        29 
13+          43 
13=26      50  103 

1333  Y16    4959 
1343           4991 
1348           5008 
1362           5055 
1367           5072 
1389  Y17    5146 
1396           5175 
1409  Y18    5218 
1422  Y19    5268 

YHWH decrees the statute of the Passover: 
Slaves, if circumcised, may partake. 
No stranger or hired man may partake. 
The lamb should be eaten inside the house. 
All Israelites shall keep this feast, 
even slaves and foreigners, provided that 
the males are circumcised. 
S The Israelites do all that YHWH demanded. 
P On that very day YHWH freed them. 

Observation 36  In 12,1-51 the name  occurs 19x and together with the 15 instances in the next 

passage, 13,1-22,  it occurs exactly 34x (2x17). This is part of the evidence that Chapters 12 and 13 
constitute an inextricable compositional unity.This passage is a classic example illustrating how the 
divine name numbers are used to highlight certain sections of the text and to round off a text. 

 Vs. 47-49, containing the essence of the ordinance in a nutshell, have deliberately been made up of 34 
words. Vs. 50-51, where it is emphasized that the Israelites did exactly what YHWH had demanded and 
that it was on that very day that he brought the Israelites out of Egypt, are numerically structured as 13 + 
13 = 26, precisely as in  9,15-16, 9,20-21, and 9,34-35 which conclude Section 5. See Observation 26.  

By the way, the five concluding verses of the book, 40,34-38, are made up of 26 words in vs. 34-35 and 
34 in vs. 36-38. This is the numerical apogee of the  Book of Exodus. See my analysis of Exodus 40,17-38. 

The function of the S before v. 50 is to draw attention to what is said in vs. 50-51. See 6,10-12, where the 
P’s on either side have the same function – Observation 14. 

Having discussed the most salient numerical features of Section 6 as a whole and of its subsections, I 
shall now analyse the Hebrew text of the subsections in terms of the usual categories narratives and 
speeches. The purpose of these analyses is to detect additional numerical features. See Observation 37. 
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§ 1  Exod 10,1-11,10  YHWH Speaks 5x Sending 2 Plagues 

                   
              

                
See below 12,12                                       

and Observation 37                       
                    

                      
                       

              
            

                
                         

      
                

                    
        

               
             

      
                 

                
        

              
                

                   
                  

         


                                  
                                 

                                 
                                 

              
                                   

                                   
              

       
                    

           
                      

                                     
                   

                             
                          

   
                       

                 
                             

                     
                  

       

YHWH: 
4 + 35=39 

 
 
 

Moses and Aaron: 
7 + 71 = 78 (3x26) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Narrative: 4 
Pharaoh’s courtiers: 

4 + 18 = 22 
 
 

Pharaoh: 
9 + 8 = 17 

Moses: 
2 + 12 = 14 
Pharaoh: 

2 + 26 = 28 
 
 
 
 

Narrative: 5 
YHWH: 

4 + 20 = 24 
 
 
 

Vs. 13-15 
Narrative: 75 

 
 
 

Vs. 12-20 
Central words: 159=78+3+78 

 
 

Pharaoh: 
6 +19 = 25 

 
 

Vs. 18-20 
Narrative: 35 

 
 

YHWH:  
4 + 11 = 15 

Narrative: 31 
Vs. 22-23 

(31=14+17) 
 

Pharaoh: 
5 + 12 = 17 
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Moses:  
2 + 33 = 35 

 

Narrative: 8  

Pharaoh: 
3 + 13 = 16 

Moses:  2 + 7 = 9 

YHWH:  
4 + 34 = 38 

 
 
 

Narrative: 19  

Moses:  
2 + 77 = 79 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Narrative: 5  

YHWH:  
4 + 9 = 13 

Narrative: 20 
The name  occurs 27x. 

Total 10,1-11,10  671 (61x11) 
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§ 2  Exod 12,1-28  One Divine Speech and the Institution of the Passover 

                      
                 

               
         

                  
            

            
                

          
                 

         
                     

             
              

           
            

                  
                   

                         
See Observation 37                             

           
           

                
    

                
               

     
                    

                    
               

              
        

             
           

                    
            

               
       

           
                    

        
                             

                  
            

              
         

           
             

            
              

YHWH:  
9 + 304 = 313 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vs. 1-20 

Central words: 313=153+7+153 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Moses:  
7 + 107 = 114 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Narrative: 15 
Total 1-28: 313+114+15=442 (17x26) 
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§ 3  Exod 12,29-42  The Execution of the 10th Plague and Israel’s Departure 

                          
                    

               
              

                 
                 

       
             

                     
              

                        
                   

         
            

                  
                  

             
                       

                       
             

                       
                

 

Narrative: 42 
 
 
 
 
 

Pharaoh: 
5 + 25 = 30 

 
 

Egyptians: 2 + 2 = 4 
    Altogether: 7 + 27 = 34 

Vs. 33-42 
Narrative: 130 (5x26) 

Middle words: 206=102+2+102 (6x17) 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

§ 4  Exod 12,43-51  One Divine Speech and the Statute of the Passover 

              
            

          
      

          
      

    
          

             
             

    
             

     
            

 

YHWH: 
5 + 72 – 77 (7x11) 

 
 
 
 

Middle words of the speech: 

72=34+4+34 (2x17) 
 
 
 

 

Narrative:  
26 (13 + 13) 

Total 12,29-51  309  (206+103) 

In 12,1-51 the name  occurs 19x. 

Observation 37  Ad Section 6  Exod 10,1-12,51: contrary to Sections 1, 2, 3, and 5, which are all 

finalized by having a number of words that is a multiple of one of the two divine name numbers, Section 
6 with its 1422 words, like Section 4, is an exception. No alternative delimitation of the text, 10,1-12,42, 
or 10,1-12,36, or 10,1-13,16, appears to have been been finalized in this particular way. As we shall see, 
our author used other literary techniques demonstrating the coherence and literary unity of this section. 
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Ad § 1 Exod 10,1-11,10  As can be seen in the table below, the first divine speech, in 10,1-2, is made up 
of altogether 39 words, the well-known  YHWH-echad number which is inextricably linked to the idea of 
YHWH’s incomparability and uniqueness– see Observation 31. 
His uniqueness is in a special way expressed by the phrase   , ‘I am YHWH’ (10,2) which occurs 12x 

in Part I Exod 1,1-14,31 (6,2. 6.7.8.29; 7,5.17; 8,18; 10,2; 12,12(!); 14,4; and 14,18, all located and 
numbered in the Hebrew text). Together with the 5 instances in the rest of the book (15,26; 16,12; 29,46 
(2x) and 31:13), it occurs altogether 17x in the Book of Exodus. Moreover, it occurs altogether 80x in the 
Pentateuch, with 2x  in Genesis and 78x (3x26) in Exodus-Deuteronomy (with 52x (2x26) in Leviticus), 8x 
in Numbers and 1x in Deuteronomy, which means that its importance is considerably reinforced and 
highlighted by the divine name numbers expressing YHWH’s presence. 

The function of the phrase is to establish YHWH’s identity, giving an answer to the question posed by 
Moses and the Israelites in 3,13 and by Pharaoh in 5,2. In fact the purpose of the entire exodus-story is 
to demonstrate YHWH’s power and hegemony through the mighty deeds of the Ten Plagues. A crucial 
element in the story is that Pharaoh should acknowledge YHWH’s supremacy and that the Israelites 
recognize him for who and what he is. To this end YHWH manifests himself as the incomparable God, 
who has executed judgement against the gods of Egypt (12,12), proving him to be God par excellence.  

The very first address by Moses and Aaron to Pharaoh (10,3-6) is made up of 78 (3x26) words (including 
the introduction), while Pharaoh’s first reaction (10,8) consists of 17 words (including the introduction). 
His answer to Moses in 10,10-11 has 26 words, and 17 words are devoted to his response (including the 
intro) in 10,24. To crown it all – see the last column in the table below – 58 words (the letter value of the 
name Pharaoh) are devoted to the verbal reactions of Pharaoh and the Egyptians to Moses’ demands. 

Exod 10,12-20, dealing with the devastating invasion of the locusts, has 159 words, which is not 
significant in themselves, were it not that they are structured in such a way that the 3 words       , 
‘all the vegitation’ (10,15), constitute the mathematical centre of the passage, flanked by 78 (3x26) 
words on either side (159=78+3+78), by which it is specifically emphasized. 

Ad § 2 Exod 12,1-28  This paragraph about the institution of the Passover stands out in a special way, 
being made up of 442 words, the product of the factors 17 and 26. This demonstrates the paramount 
importance of the institution of the Passover as a religious rite. A substantional part of the text consists 
of a long divine speech (12,1-20) to which 313 words are devoted. At first sight there is nothing special 
about 313, but in much the same way as in 10,12-20 this passage has a focal point: 313=153+7+153 
             ‘in the land of Egypt, on that night, I shall kill every first-born’ 

(12,12), strikingly, in the same context where it is said that YHWH executes judgement against the gods. 

Ad § 3 Exod 12,29-42  What is logotechnically most significant in this paragraph about the execution of 
the 10th plague and the departure of the Israelites is that 34 (2x17) words are devoted to the reaction of 
Pharaoh and the Egyptians to the plague – see the table below. 
Moreover, as in the two preceding paragraphs as well as in the next one, the words in this paragraph are 
structured in a balance pattern in order to project a spotlight on the meaningful centre of the 206 words, 
namely the two words in 12,35b,    , ‘jewelry of silver’, representing all the precious objects the 

Israelites obtained from the Egyptians: 206=102+2+102 (6x17). These were destined for the fabrication 
of the Tabernacle – see 3,21-22 and 25,1-7 - and for the fabrication of the Golden Calf (32,2-4). 
Finally, the large narrative section in vs. 33-42 is made up of 130 (5x26) words. 

Ad § 4 Exod 12,43-51  The 77 words devoted to YHWH’s last speech in Section 6 are in themselves 
significant, being the product of 7, the number of fullness, and 11, the number of fulfilment, evidently 
designed to signify the total accomplishment of the exodus. More spectacular is the balance structure of 
the 72 words of the divine speech itself, by which the mathematical centre is constituted by the 4 words 
in 12,46b        , ‘You must not break any of its bones’. Giving this particular stipulation 

concerning the Passover victim such pride of place, the author evidently regarded it as very important. 
 Finally, this paragraph contains the last 3 instances of the 19 occurrences of the divine name in 12,1-51.   

Together with the 15 occurences in 13,1-22 it features altogether 34x (2x17) in 12,1-13,22. 
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Overview of the Narrative Parts and the Speeches in Section 6 

Paragraphs 

§ 1 Exod 10,1-11,10 

 

Narrative 

4 
5 
75 
35 
31 
8  19  5  20 

YHWH 

4 + 35 = 39 
4 + 20 = 24 
4 + 11 = 15 
4 + 34 = 38 
4 +   9 = 13 
 

Moses (and Aaron) 

7 + 71 = 78 
2 + 12 = 14 
2 + 33 = 35 
2 +   7 =   9 
2 + 77 = 79 
 

Pharaoh c.s. 

4 + 18 = 22 
9 +   8 = 17 
2 + 26 = 28 
6 + 19 = 25+ 
5 + 12 = 17+ 
3 + 13 = 16=58 

§ 2 Exod 12,1-28 15 9 + 304 = 313 7 + 107 = 114  

§ 3 Exod 12,29-42 42 
130 (5x26) 

  
5 + 25 = 30+ 
2 +   2 =   4 = 34 

§ 4 Exod 12,43-51 26 5 +  72 = 77 
 
 

 

Totals 415 34 + 485 = 519 22 + 307 = 329 36 + 123 = 159 

Section 7  Exod 13,1-15,21  The Exodus and the Crossing of the Reed Sea 

The precise delimitation of this section constitutes a problem. It proved to be very difficult to determine 
its outer border: does it end at 15,19 (P), or at 15,21, the end of the epilogue, or perhaps at 15,26 (S)?  
In Observation 38 I shall argue my delimitation primarily on logotechnical grounds and content.  
For reasons to be expounded there, I have divided the text of Section 7 into the following 4 paragraphs: 

§ 1  Exod 13,1-16  The Dedication of the First-born      
§ 2  Exod 13,17-22  The Journey from Egypt to the Reed Sea 
§ 3  14,1-31  The Crossing of the Reed Sea 
§ 4  Exod 15,1-21  The Song Sung at the Reed Sea and its Epilogue. 

 Text Words Letters    Sum-W Sum-L Contents 

1 Exod 13,1 5 18 1 5 18 YHWH speaks to Moses:          1 

2 Exod 13,2 13 43  18 61 He orders him to dedicate the first-born: 

3 Exod 13,3 23 83 2 41 144 Moses reminds Israel to remember the day 

4 Exod 13,4 5 21  46 165 of their exodus in the month Abib. In the 

5 Exod 13,5 26+ 103 3 72 268 promised land they should keep this rite. 

6 Exod 13,6 8=34 33 4 80 301 Eat unleavened bread and keep the feast.  

7 Exod 13,7 15 50  95 351 Nothing fermented or leavened allowed. 

8 Exod 13,8 12 48 5 107 399 Tell your son what YHWH did for you. 

9 Exod 13,9 19 74 6  7 126 473 Keep the record of it as a sign on you. 

10 Exod 13,10 7+ 31  133 504  S   Keep this statute from year to year. 

11 Exod 13,11 13+ 49 8 146 553 Once in the promised land of Canaan, 

12 Exod 13,12 14=34 52 9  10 160 605 you must dedicate to YHWH all first-born. 

13 Exod 13,13 14 50  174 655 Redeem your first-born donkey and son. 

14 Exod 13,14 17 67 11 191 722 Tell your son that it refers to the killing 

15 Exod 13,15 29 105 12  13 220 827 of Egypt’s first-born and your redemption. 

16 Exod 13,16 13 54 14 233 881 S Let there be marks on you to remind you. 

17 Exod 13,17 24 88  257 969 YHWH does not allow the people to take the  

18 Exod 13,18 14+ 53  271 1022 shortest way: they must go towards the Sea. 

19 Exod 13,19 22+ 83  293 1105 Moses takes the bones of Joseph with him. 

20 Exod 13,20 6+ 27  299 1132 Israel sets out to camp in the Wilderness. 

21 Exod 13,21 16+ 68 15 315 1200 YHWH guides with cloud and fire pillars, 

22 Exod 13,22 10=68 37  325 1237 P day and night. The name    occurs 15x. 
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23 Exod 14,1 5+ 18 1 330 1255 YHWH orders Moses to let Israel camp.   2 

24 Exod 14,2 20+ 71  350 1326 at the edge of the Wilderness by the sea. 

25 Exod 14,3 10+ 41  360 1367 Pharaoh may think that they got lost: if he 

26 Exod 14,4 17=52 69 2 377 1436 persues them, YHWH will intervene. 

27 Exod 14,5 21 80  398 1516 Pharaoh and his men regret the exodus. 

28 Exod 14,6 7+ 23  405 1539 He sets out and takes his army with him: 

29 Exod 14,7 11+ 38  416 1577 600 picked chariots and many others. He 

30 Exod 14,8 16=34 62 3 432 1639 persues the people as they march defiantly. 

31 Exod 14,9 20 78  452 1717 Pharaoh’s army overtakes the Israelites. 

32 Exod 14,10 18+ 78 4 470 1795 In terror, they clamoured to YHWH for help. 

33 Exod 14,11 16=34 71  486 1866 They blame Moses for their plight. 

34 Exod 14,12 21 79  507 1945 They had rather remained slaves in Egypt! 

35 Exod 14,13 27 97 5 534 2042 Moses encourages the people: have faith! 

36 Exod 14,14 5+ 22 6 539 2064 P   YHWH will fight for you, so be still! 

37 Exod 14,15 12=17 41 7 551 2105 YHWH orders them to strike camp.          3 

38 Exod 14,16 16 57  567 2162 Moses must hold his staff over the sea: 

39 Exod 14,17 14 63  581 2225 YHWH will harden Pharaoh’s heart and he’ll 

40 Exod 14,18 9 42 8 590 2267 persue them, but God will triumph over him. 

41 Exod 14,19 15 72  605 2339 The angel puts himself between the people 

42 Exod 14,20 20+ 72  625 2411 and the army; the cloud brings darkness. 

43 Exod 14,21 21+ 72 9 646 2483 YHWH turns the seabed into dry land and the 

44 Exod 14,22 11=52 49  657 2532 Israelites go through on dry ground. 

45 Exod 14,23 12 49  669 2581 The army follows in persuit into the sea and 

46 Exod 14,24 15 60 10 684 2641 YHWH throws them into a panic. 

47 Exod 14,25 16 71 11 700 2712 P They realize that YHWH fights for Israel. 
48 Exod 14,26 17 57 12 717 2769 YHWH orders Moses to perform a miracle:   4 

49 Exod 14,27 20 76 13 737 2845 The water returns to its usual place and 

50 Exod 14,28 18 67  755 2912 covers the Egyptian army completely. 

51 Exod 14,29 11 49  766 2961 The Israelites have crossed on dry ground! 

52 Exod 14,30 16 58 14 782 3019 On that day YHWH liberated the Israelites! 

53 Exod 14,31 17 71 15-17 799 3090 P   They put faith in him and in Moses. 

54 Exod 15,1 20 76 1  2 819 3166   Moses and the Israelites sang this song: 

55 Exod 15,2 12+ 48  831 3214 YH is my refuge and my deliverer. 

56 Exod 15,3 5=17 19 3  4 836 3233 YHWH is a warrior: YHWH is his name! 

57 Exod 15,4 10 40  846 3273 Pharaoh’s army he cast into the sea. 

58 Exod 15,5 6+ 26  852 3299 Floods cover them: they sink like a stone. 

59 Exod 15,6 8+ 34 5  6 860 3333 Your strong right hand shattered them.  

60 Exod 15,7 8+ 34  868 3367 You overthrew all your adversaries. 

61 Exod 15,8 12=34 44  880 3411 You blew the waters: they stood like a bank. 

62 Exod 15,9 12 50  892 3461 The enemy boasted and claimed victory. 

63 Exod 15,10 8+ 35  900 3496 Your blast made the sea cover them. 

64 Exod 15,11 12+ 42 7 912 3538 YHWH, who is like you, worker of wonders? 

65 Exod 15,12 4+ 18  916 3556 You streched out your hand: they vanished. 

66 Exod 15,13 10=34 34  926 3590 You guided your people to your holy abode.  

67 Exod 15,14 7+ 28  933 3618 Nations heard that and trembled. 

68 Exod 15,15 12+ 47  945 3665 The Canaanites were all panic-stricken. 

69 Exod 15,16 17+ 61 8 962 3726 They were stone-still; your people entered. 

70 Exod 15,17 12=52 53 9 974 3779 You will plant them in your own abode. 

71 Exod 15,18 4 15 10 978 3794 YHWH wil reign for ever and ever! 

72 Exod 15,19 19 70 11 997 3864 The momentous event in a nutshell. 

73 Exod 15,20 14+ 59  1011 3923 All the women made music and danced: 

74 Exod 15,21 12=26 42 12 1023 3965 1023 (93x11)  Miriam sang them the refrain. 
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Observation 38  The delimitation of Section 7,  13,1-15,21 cannot be based on a demarcating P or S 

at the end, but it is clear that in terms of content something new starts in 13,1: the dedication of the 
first-born. Section 7 therefore ends at 15,21 and not at 15,19 or 15,26 . That 15,20-21, conclude the 
section is decisively proved by the fact that they have altogether 26 words. The compositional technique 
by which a text is finalized by having 17 of 26 words (or their multiples) in the final verse or verses are to 
be found several times: e.g., in 4,28-31 (at the end of Section 1), in 7,10-13 (at the end of Section 4),  in  
9,34-35 (at the end of Section 5), also to be found in 14,31 (at the end of § 2 in Section 7). 
An additional argument in support of this delimitation of Section 7 is the fact that Exod 15,22-18,27  
(Part II) is rounded off and finalized by having 1309 words (77x17), and also by the fact that its 
concluding verses, 18,23-27, have altogether 68 (4x17) words. In my opinion, that settles once and for all 
the question of the precise delimitation of this section.  
The reason why the 1023 (93x11) words of Section 7 is not a multiple of 17 or 26, but of 11, is that 11 
was probably deliberately chosen to express symbolically the fulfilment of the exodus from Egypt. 

§ 1  Exod 13,1-16  The Dedication of the First-born 

           
          

     
         

             
    

         
                

              
          

             
            

        
         

         
          

      
       

         
        

              
         

             
        

        
          

               
             

            
               

           
         

YHWH:  1 
5 + 13 = 18 

 
 

Moses: 
4 + 211 = 215 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Answer to be given to the son’s 
question about the feast: 

7 words 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Answer to be given to the son’s 
question about the first-born: 

49 words 
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Observation 39  Mirabile dictu, for an unknown reason there is absolutely nothing significant about 

the two speeches in 13,1-16 except for the use of 26 in v. 5 and 17 in vs. 10-12 as a highlighting device.  
The only logotechnical feature meeting the eye immediately is the use of the number of fullness, 7, in 
both answers the Israelites are instructed by Moses to give to the question of their sons about the 
meaning of the Feast of Unleavened Bread (7 words) and the dedication of the first-born (7x7 words). 
Therefore, it may perhaps not be a matter of coincidence that the name     occurs 14x. 

By the way, the name    occurs 51x (3x17) in Exod 12,1-14,31. 

The compositional unity of §§ 1 and 2 (13,1-14,31) is strongly underscored by the fact that they have 
altogether 799 (47x17) words.  

§ 2  Exod 13,17-22  The Journey from Egypt to the Reed Sea 

               
    

           
   

            
         

      
      

                  
        

             
       

    
             

Vs. 17a + 18-19a 
14 + 20 = 34 words 

V. 17b: this is not a divine speech 
as such, but a reference to a 
private divine deliberation – 

compare 6,26 and 9,5.  
10 words 

Neither is the oath Joseph had 
exacted from the Israelites to be 

regarded as  a speech (19b). 
16 words: 10+16=26. 

Both sentences introduced by   

are neatly delimited by means of 
the atnach. Compare 6,26-28 

Vs. 21-22 
16 + 10 = 26 words. 

Observation 40  The 92 words of this paragraph are meticulously arranged by means of the atnach 

in such a way that three extra divine name numbers are attained:  34 (2x17), 26, and once again 26.  
The 26 words of vs. 21-22, the two concluding verses of Chapter 13, finalize the paragraph in line with 
the compositional technique we have encountered several times – see Observation 38.   

§ 3  14,1-31  The Crossing of the Reed Sea 

          
              

          
                    

         
See Observation 37                

            
               

       
               

              
        

         
         

        
                

YHWH:  2 

5 + 45 = 50 

 

 

 

 

Narrative: 8 (2+6) 

Pharaoh and his servants: 

7 + 8 = 15 

Narrative: 72 

(Vs. 6-8)  34 

 

 

(Vs. 9-10)  38 
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Israelites: 

3 + 34 = 37  

 

 

 

Moses: 

4 + 28 = 32 

 

 

YHWH:  3 

4 + 47 = 51 (3x17)  

 

 

 

 

Narrative: 100 

Vs. 19-25a 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Egyptians: 2+8=10 

YHWH:  4 

4 + 13 = 17 

Narrative: 82 

Vs. 27-31 

 

 

 

 

 

(Vs. 31  17) 

The name    occurs 17x. 

Observation 41  In §§ 1 and 2 (13,1-14,31) the 4 divine speeches stand out in the following way: 

  1 (13,1-2) in which YHWH decrees the dedication of the first-born, and 2 (14,1-4) in which he proves his 
triumph over Pharaoh, have altogether 10 words in the intros, 58 in the speeches, in total 68 (4x17), 
referring symbolically to the Ten Plagues, Pharaoh, and YHWH’s presence. In Speech 3 (14,15-18) in 
which he wins glory for himself over Pharaoh’s army, which results in the Egyptians recognizing that he is 
YHWH, 39 words are used: the well-known formula expressing his uniqueness. Speech 4 has 17 words. 
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§ 4  Exod 15,1-21  The Song Sung at the Reed Sea and its Epilogue 

              
           

              
     

Strophe 1                               
            

Canto I                                   
       

Strophe 2                                  
        

        
Strophe 3                                

        
        

Canto II                                      
     

     
Strophe 4                                     

          
       

   
        

          
Strophe 5                        

Canto III                              
          

Strophe 6              
       

         
      

Strophe 7               
         

     
             

Canto IV                                
Strophe 8                          

         
         

     
Strophe 9                              

          
             

Epilogue                                     
        

            
          

    
                      

Narrative Framework: 11 

                    Vs. 1b-18  Song: 168 + 

V. 19  Epilogue: 19 = 187 (11x17) 
 

Vs. 2-3  17  

 

 

Vs. 1b-3  26 = 9a + 17b 

 

Vs. 5-8  34 (2x17)  

Vs. 1b-5  42 = 16a + 26b 

 

Vs. 1b-7  58 = 24a + 34b 

 

 

 

 

 

Vs. 6-10  48 = 26a + 22b 

V. 10a  Central words of the Song 168=82+4+82 

Vs. 10-13  34 (2x17) words 

Vs. 11-13  26 = 17a + 9b 

V. 11  Central Strophe is Strophe 5 (9=4+1+4) 
which is the meaningful centre of the Song. 

 

 

 

 

 

Vs. 14-18 

52 (2x26) words 

 

Vs. 16   17 words 

 

 

 

 

 

Vs. 1b-18  168 = 90a + 78b (3x26) 

 

V. 19  Epilogue, Recapitulation:  19 words 

Compare Deut 32,44 

Vs. 20-21  Narrative Framework: 26 words 

Introduction 17 words 

Refrain 9 words 

In vs. 1-21 the name  occurs 12x. 
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Observation 42  The Song exhibits a lucid structure: 4 Cantos, 9 Strophes, 39 verselines, 78 cola: 

In terms of content and logotechnically, it has a bipartite structure and divides into two main parts:  
      vs. 1b-13, dealing with the exodus event:  26 verselines 
      vs. 14-18, the reaction of the nations and the fulfilling of YHWH’s intention:  13 verselines. 
The bipartite structure is underscored by the division of the 39 verselines into precisely 26 and 13 , which 
reflects the YHWH-’echad formula: 39 = 26 + 13. This numerical device buttresses the crucial idea of 
YHWH’s uniqueness so eloquently expressed in the meaningful centre in v. 11. 

 Canto I, vs. 1b-5  8 verselines  42 words 

Strophe 1, vs. 1b-3 5 verselines  26 words 

Strophe 2, vs. 4-5 3 verselines  16 words 

 Canto II, vs. 6-10  12 verselines  48 words  

Strophe 3, vs. 6-7 4 verselines  16 words       26 verselines 

Strophe 4, vs. 8-10 8 verselines  32 words 

Canto III, vs. 11-13  6 verselines  26 words 

Strophe 5, v. 11  3 verselines  12 words 

Strophe 6, vs. 12-13 3 verselines  14 words 

Canto IV, vs. 14-18  13 verselines 52 (2x26) words 

Strophe 7, vs. 14-15 5 verselines 19 words 

Strophe 8, 16   4 verselines 17 words         13 verselines 

Strophe 9, vs. 17-18 4 verselines 16 words 

The second part of the narrative framework of the Song, vs. 20-21, which concludes not only the Song 
and its Epilogue, but also the entire Section 7, consists of 26 words, neatly divided into 17 and 9. 
The Song is from beginning to end governed by the two divine name numbers. I count no less than 16 
incidents in the 21 verses. This is from a numerical perspective the apogee of the Exodus-story. 

In an earlier analysis of the Song (2007) I delimited the Song and its framework as 15,1-26, for I found 
that vs. 22-26 are inextricably linked to the Song, its Epilogue (v. 19) and concluding narrative (vs. 20-21). 
In my study of Part II, Exod 15,22-18,27, I shall return to this insight. I do not intend to rewrite my earlier 
analysis in the light of the more correct delimitation. It is still worthwhile, particularly my study of its 
positioning in the context of the Torah and especially its close relationship with Deuteronomy 32.  
 See my analysis of Exodus 15. 

Overview of the Narrative Parts and the Speeches in Section 7 

Paragraphs Narratives YHWH’s Speeches Moses’ Speeches Israelites Pharaoh c.s. 

§1 Exod 13,1-16 -- 5 + 13 = 18 4 + 211 = 215 --- --- 

§2 Exod 13,17-22 92 --- --- --- --- 

§3 Exod 14,1-31 8 
72 

100 
82 

5  +   45 =    50 
4  +   47 =    51(3x17) 
4  +   13 =    17 
13 + 105 = 118 

4 + 28 = 32 
 

3 + 34 = 37 7 + 8 = 15 
2 + 8 = 10 

§4 Exod 15,1-21 224     

 578 (34x17) 18 + 118 = 136 (8x17) 8 + 239 = 247 3 + 34 = 37 9 + 16 = 25 

Observation 43  Being multiples of 17, all the narrative sections and all the words devoted to 

YHWH’s speaking are particularly emphasized. The same holds true of the words spoken by the Israelites. 
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Overview of the Number of Speeches and the Divine Name in the Exodus-story 

 Sections Pharaoh c.s. Moses (and Aaron) YHWH  

Section 1   1,1-4,31 4+ 9      18      24+ 

Section 2   5,1-6,13 4+4+ 3+        3      16+ 

Section 3   6,14-28 - -        -        2+ 

Section 4   6,29-7,13 - 1+        3        9=51 

Section 5   7,14-9,35 5=17 5+      10+      54+ 

Section 6   10,1-12,51 6 6+        7=17      46+ 

Section 7   13,1-15,21 3 2=17        4      44=144 

Part I  1,1-15,21 26 26      45    195 

Observation 44  Pharaoh’s 26 speeches (including those by his servants, the Slave Masters in 

5,10.13.14.19 and the Egyptians in 14,5.11.25) are to be found in 1,9.15.16.18;  5,2.4.5.10.13.14.17.19;  
8,4.6.21.24;  9,27;  10,8.10.16.24.28;  12,31;  14,5.11.25. 

Moses’ 26 speeches (including those together with Aaron in 5,1.3 and 10,3) are in: 2,13.14;  3,3.4.11.13;  
4,1.10.18;  5,1.3.22;  6,30;  8.5.6.22.25;  9,29;  10,3.9.25.29;  11,4;  12.21;  13,3;  14,13.  
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