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 The Numerical Features of the Book of 1 Kings 
A New Approach to its Compositional Structure1 

Please read the General Introduction 

The books 1-2 Kings conclude The Story of Ancient Israel (Genesis-Kings) as the follow-up to 1-2 Samuel. 
Therefore, it is not surprising to find in 1 Kings the same compositional techniques we encountered in the 
preceding books, notably the use of the two divine name numbers 17 and 26 for structuring purposes and to 
highlight crucial passages in the text. Here is a review of the density of their occurrence in percentages in the 
21 Main Parts into which the book can be divided, as will be demonstrated further below: 

Percentages of verses and words highlighted by 17 and 26: 

Part I: 1,1-2,12  43 of the 65 verses (66%) and 1020 of the 1020 (60x17) words (100%). 

Part II: 2,13-3,28 32 of the 62 verses (52%) and 1071 of the 1071 (63x17) words (100%). 

Part III: 4,1-5,14 34 of the 34 (2x17) verses (100%) and 248 of the 404 words (61%). 

Part IV: 5,15-32  11 of the 18 verses (61%) and 189 of the 299 words (63%). 

Part V: 6,1-38  35 of the 38 verses (92%)  and 510 of the 510 (30x17) words (100%) 

Part VI: 7,1-51  51 of the 51 (3x17) verses (100%) and 273 of the 791 words (35%) 

Part VII: 8,1-9,9  27 of the 75 verses (36%) and 529 of the 1327 words (40%) 

Part VIII: 9,10-10,29 21 of the 48 verses (44%) and 335 of the 753 words (44%) 

Part IX: 11,1-12,24 49 of the 67 verses (73%) and 1122 of the 1122 words (100%) 

Part X: 12,25-13,34 37 of the 43 verses (86%) and 754 of the 754 (29x26) words (100%) 

Part XI: 14,1-31  21 of the 31 verses (68%) and 374 of the 519 words (72%) 

Part XII: 15,1-32 26 of the 32 verses (81%) and 408 of the 495 words (82%) 

Part XIII: 15,33-16,34 22 of the 36 verses (61%) and 366 of the 573 words (64%) 

Part XIV: 17,1-24 10 of the 24 verses (42%) and 154 of the 356 words (43%) 

Part XV: 18,1-46 40 of the 46 verses (87%) and 639 of the 741 words (86%) 

Part XVI: 19,1-21 14 of the 21 verses (66%) and 251 of the 371 words (68%) 

Part XVII: 20,1-22 13 of the 22 verses (59%) and 222 of the 354 words (63%) 

Part XVIII: 20,23-43 6 of the 21 verses (29%) and 103 of the 392 words (26%) 

Part XIX: 21,1-22,1 19 of the 30 verses (63%) and 292 of the 489 words (60%) 

Part XX: 22,2-40 39 of the 39 verses (100%) and 623 of the 623 words (100%) 

Part XXI: 22,41-54 10 of the 14 verses (71%) and 119 of the 176 words (68%) 

Grand Total  560 of the 817 verses (69%) and 9602 of the 13140 words (73%) 

Randomly selected crucial passages in 1 Kings highlighted by 17 and 26 

1. The ailing David aids Solomon in becoming his successor (1,1-2,12): 1020 (60x17) words. 
2. Solomon’s rise to power: his anointment and acclamation by the people (1,1-40): 612 (36x17) words. 
3. Adonijah’s ‘dethronement’ and the surety of Solomon’s place on the throne (1,41-2,12): 408 (24x17) words. 
4. In a dream Solomon asks YHWH a heart with skill to listen, which pleases YHWH (3,5-10): 104 (4x26) words. 
5. Solomon’s power established; YHWH grants him wisdom (2,13-3,28): 1071 (63x17) words. 
6. The building of the temple by Solomon (6,1-38): 510 (30x17) words. 
7. The dedication of the temple, Solomon’s enterprises, and his fame (8,1-10,29): 2080 (80x26) words. 
8. Solomon’s idolatry, the reason why YHWH raised adversaries against him (11,1-25): 390 (15x26) words. 
9. Solomon’s idolatry and the division of his kingdom (11,1-12,33) has 1274 (7x7x26) words. 
10. Jeroboam takes measures to consolidate his kingdom (12,25-33): 255 (15x17) words. 

                                                             
1
 I am deeply indebted to Klaas Eikelenboom for having independently done the counting and computing in Kings, and for his 

useful suggestions. His research enabled me to verify my counting; it also brought to light information I myself had missed. 
I also owe thanks to Dr. Pieter van der Lugt for his constructive remarks. 
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11. The man of God from Judah comes to Bethel to confront Jeroboam (13,1-5): 104 (4x26) words. 
12.  The message of doom for Jeroboam and the prediction that his child will die (14,5-14): 187 (11x17) wds. 
13.  The reign of Asa and his war with Ba’asha of Israel (15,11-22): 204 (12x17) words. 
14. The reign of king Nadab, which ends in his murder by Ba’asha (15,26-32): 102 (6x17) words. 

15. Ahab outdid all by facilitating the service of Baal; Hiel offered his son (16,29-34): 102 (6x17) words. 

16. Elijah’s miraculous nourishment by the ravens during the drought (17,5-7): 34 (2x17) words. 

17. The providentially arranged meeting of Elijah with Obadiah (18,1-8): 119 (7x17) words. 

18. The failure of the prophets of Baal to attract his attention (18-22-29): 153 (9x17) words. 

19. Elijah’s triumph over the prophets of Baal (18,30-40): 170 (10x17) words. 

20. Elijah goes into the wilderness where he sits in despair under a tree (19,4-8): 78 (3x26) words. 

21. Jezebel’s cunning contriving to achieve Naboth’s death (21,5-10): 104 (4x26) words. 

22. Ahab’s last battle and his death (22,2-40): 255 (15x17) + 130 (5x26) + 153 (9x17) + 85 (5x17) words. 

23. Ahaziah of Israel followed in the footsteps of Jeroboam (22,52-53): 17+17 words. 

For a complete review of all crucial passages highlighted in this way, see the tables and Observations below. 

The compositional structure of 1 Kings 

As in the case of the books of Samuel it would be useful to present a review of the various divisions into larger 
and smaller literary units proposed by commentators, in order to demonstrate the measure of consensus. 
Since it is based on the material I could lay my hands on, this review does not pretend to be comprehensive. 
The numbers of the chapters at the beginning of literary units are in bold face. 

J.A. MONTGOMERY and H.S. GEHMAN (The Book of Kings, ICC, 1951):  1,1-51;  2,1-46a;  2,46b-3,28;  4,1-5,14;  5,15-32;   
6,1-38;  7,1-12;  7,13-47;  7,48-51;  8,1-66;  9,1-28;  10,1-29;  11,1-43;  12,1-31;  12,32-13,34;  14,1-31;  15,1-32;   
15,33-16,34;  17,1-24;  18,1-46;  19,1-21;  20,1-43;  21,1-29;  22,1-51;  22,52-2Ki.1,18… 

J. GRAY (The Old Testament Library, London: SCM Press, 1964): 1,1-2,46;  3,1-9,9;  9,10-11,43; | 12,1-24;  12,25-33;  13,1-
14,18;  14,19-16,34;  17,1-16;  17,17-24;  18,1-46;  19,1-21;  20,1-43;  21,1-29;  22,1-40;  22,41-54;  

J. ROBINSON (The First Book of Kings, Cambridge, 1972): 1,1-4;  1,5-10;  1,11-27;  1,28-31;  1,32-40;  1,41-48;  1,49-53;  
2,1-12;  2,13-25;  2,26-27;  2,28-35;  2,36-46;  3,1-3;  3,4-15a;  3,15b;  3,16-28;  4,1-6;  4,7-19;  4,20-26;  4,27-28;  4,9-34;  
5,1-6;  5,7-12;  5,13-18;  6,1;  6,2-10;  6,11-13;  6,14-22;  6,23-28;  6,29-36;  6,7-38;  7,1-12;  7,13-46;  7,47-51;  8,1-9;  
8,1-13;  8,14-21;  8,22-26;  8,27-30;  8,31-53;  8,54-61;  9,1-9;  9,10-14;  9,15-23;  9,24-25;  9,26-28;  10,1-13;  10,14-25;  
10,26-29;  11,1-13;  11,14-22+25;  11,26-40;  11,41-43;  12,1-19;  12,20-24;  12,25-31;  12,32-13,10;  13,11-32;  14,1-18;  
14,19-20;  14,21-31;  15,1-8;  15,9-24;  15,25-32;  15,33-16,7;  16,8-14;  16,15-22;  16,23-28;  16,29-34;  17,1-16;   
17,17-24;  18,1-16;  18,17-29;  18,30-40 ;  18,41-46;  19,1-9a;  19,9b-18;  19,19-21;  20,1-12;  20,13-21;  20,22-34;   
21,1-14;  21,15-29;  22,1-14;  22,15-28;  22,29-40;  22,41-50;  22,51-53.   

E. WÜRTHWEIN (Das Erste Buch der Könige: Kapitel 1-16, ATD, Göttingen, 1977): A. 1Kings 1,1-11,43:  1,1-2,46;  
 3,1-11,43;  B. 1Kings 12,2-2Kings 17,24:  12,2.20a.25 [12,1.3b-19]; 12,21-25;  12,26-32;  12,33-13,34;  14,1-18;   
14,19-20;  14,21-31;  15,1-24;  15,25,-16,28;  16,29-34…. 

M. REHM (Das erste Buch der Könige, Echter Verlag, 1979): 1,1-53; 2,1-12; 2,13-46; 3,1-28; 4,1-5,8; 5,9-14; 5,15-32;  6,1-38; 
7,1-12; 7,13-51;  8,1-66;  9,1-9;  9,10-28;  10,1-13;  10,14-29;  11,1-43; | 12,1-32;  12,33-13,34;  14,1-20;  14,21-15,8;  
15,9-24;  15,25-16,28; 16,29-34; 17,1-24; 18,1-46; 19,1-18; 19,19-21;  20,1-43;  21,1-29;  22,1-40;  22,41-51;  22,52-54. 
B.O. LONG (I Kings, The Form of the Old Testament Literature, 9, Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1984): 1,1-2,46;  3,1-5,8;  5,9-9,25;  
9,26-10,29;  11,1-43;  12,1-24;  12,25-32;  12,33-13,34;  14,1-18;  14,19-20; 14,21-31;  15,1-16,7;  16,8-28;  16,29-34;  17,1-16;  
17,17-24;  18,1-46;  19,1-18;  19,19-21;  20,1-34;  20,35-43;  21,1-29;  22,1-38;  22,39-40;  22,41-51;  22,52-54. 

G.H JONES (1 and 2 Kings, New Century Bible Commentary I, Grand Rapids: W.B. Eerdmans, 1984): 1,1-53; | 2,1-46;  3,1-15;  
3,16-4,34;  5,1-9,28;  10,1-11,43; | 12,1-14,31;  15,1-16,34; |17,1-24;  18,1-46;  19,1-21;  20,1-43;  21,1-29;  22,1-28;  22,29-53.  

S.J. DeVRIES (1 Kings, WBC 12, Waco, Texas: Word Books, 1985): 1,1-53;  2,1-46; | 3,1-15;  3,16-28;  4,1-5,14;  5,15-32;   
6,1-7,1;  7,2-12;  7,13-15a;  7,15b-9,9;  9,10-25;  9,26-10,29;  11,1-13;  11,14-43; | 12,1-24;  12,25-32;  12,33-13,34;  14,1-20;  
14,21-31;  15,1-8;  15,9-24;  15,25-31;  15,32-16,7;  16,8-14;  16,15-22;  16,23-28;  16,29-34; | 17,1-16 + 18,1-18.41-46;  
17,17-24;  18,19-40;  19,1-18;  19,19-21;  20,1-43a;  20,43b-21,29;  22,1-40;  22,41-51;  22,52-54.      

S.W. HOLLOWAY (Kings, Book of 1-2, ABD 4, 1992): 1. 1Kings 1,1-11,43:  1,1-2,46; | 3,1,4,34;  5,1,7,51;  8,1-66;  9,1,10,29;  
11,1-43; | 2. 1Kings 12,1-2Kings 17,41:  12,1-20;  12,21-24;  12,25-33;  13,1-14,20;  14,21-15,24;  15,25-16,34;  17,1-19,21 
+ 21,1-29;  20,1-43 + 22,1-40;  22,41-50;  22,51-2Kings 1,18…  
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H.A. BRONGERS (1 Koningen, POT, Nijkerk: Callenbach, 19893): 1,1-2,46;  3,1-11,43; | 12,1-14,20;  14,21-16,34; | 17,1-
19,21;  20,1-43;  21,1-29;  ;  22,1-40;  22,41-51;  22,52-54. 

M.J. MULDER (Historical Commentary on the Old Testament, Leuven: Peeters, 1998, Vol. I/I Kings 1-11): 1,1-4;  1,5-53;   
2,1-46 | 3,1-3;  3,4-15;  3,16-28;  4,1-6;  4,7-19;  4,20-5,8;  5,9-14;  5,15-32;  6,1-38;  7,1-12;  7,13-51;  8,1-13;  8,14-61;  
8,62-66;  9,1-9;  9,10-28;  10,1-29;  11,1-13;  11,14-25;  11,26-43… 

M. COGAN (1 Kings, Anchor Bible 10, New York: Doubleday, 2000): 1,1-53;  2,1-46; | 3,1-15;  3,16-28;  4,1-5,8;  5,9-14;  
5,15-32;  6,1-38;  7,1-12;  7,13-51;  8,1-66;  9,1-9;  9,10,28;  10,1-13;  10,14-29;  11,1-13;  11,14-25;  11,26-43; 12,1-19;  
12,20-24;  12,25-32;  12,33-13,34;  14,1-20;  14,21-31;  15,1-8;  15,9-24;  15,25-32; 15,33-16,7;  16,8-14;  16,15-20; 
16,21-28;  16,29-34;  17,1-24;  18,1-46;  19,1-21;  20,1-43;  21,1-29;  22,1-40;  22,41-51. 22,52-54 is treated in II Kings. 

In my analysis of the preceding books, the demarcation of the various subdivisions into Main Parts and 
Paragraphs was primarily based on the layout markers Petuchah and Setumah. In the Masoretic Text of 1 
Kings (Codex Leningrad), however, for no obvious reason, in many cases such layout markers are lacking, as a 
quick glance in the tables below will show. This means that a considerable number of literary units had to be 
delimited without the help of a P or an S. Where they are to be found, I have always taken them seriously.   
In the cases where they are absent, I have used the sign [ ] to indicate the seams in the text which are only 
based on content and numerical considerations. In the table below, the Main Parts marked in blue are first and 
foremost based on numerical considerations in terms of verses and/or words. 

In six instances the present division of the text coincides with the chapter division: Parts V (6), VI (7), XI (14), XII 
(15), XV (18), XVI (19). 

Part I: 1,1-2,12 The ailing David aids Solomon in becoming his successor: [ ] 65 vs; 1020 (60x17) words. 

Part II: 2,13-3,28 Solomon establishes his power; YHWH grants him wisdom: S 62 vs; 1071 (63x17) words.  

Part III: 4,1-5,14 [4,1-34]  Solomon’s officials and his greatness: S    34 vs; 404 words. 

Part IV: 5-15-32 [5,1-18]  Solomon initiates the building of the temple: S  18 vs; 299 words. 

Part V: 6-1-38 The building of the temple: [ ]     38 vs; 510 (30x17) words. 

Part VI: 7-1-51 Solomon’s palaces and the furnishings for the temple: P 51(3x17) vs; 791 words. 

Part VII: 8-1-9,9 The dedication of the temple and YHWH’s promise: P  75 vs; 1327 words.    2080 

Part VIII: 9,10-10,29  Solomon’s enterprises, his trade, and his fame: P  48 vs;  753 words.   (80x26) 

Part IX: 11,1-12,24  The division of Solomon’s kingdom is YHWH’s doing: S  67 vs; 1122 (66x17) words. 

Part X: 12,25-13,34  Jeroboam secures his kingdom; opposed by a prophet: P 43 vs;  754 (29x26) words. 

Part XI: 14,1-31   Ahijah predicts doom upon Jeroboam’s family: P  31 vs;  519 words.   1014 

Part XII: 15,1-32   The reigns of Abijam and Asa of Judah and Nadab of Israel: P 32 vs;  495 words.  (39x26) 

Part XIII: 15,33-16,34  The reigns of Basa, Elah, Zimri, Omri, and Ahab of Israel: S 36 vs;  573 words. 

Part XIV: 17,1-24       The prohet Elijah and the drought: P    24 vs;  356 words.  

Part XV: 18,1-46        Elijah and the prophets of Baal on Carmel: [ ]   46 vs;  741 words. 

Part XVI: 19,1-21         Elijah’s visit to Mount Horeb: P    21 vs;  371 words.    2703   

Part XVII: 20,1-22         Ahab’s first war against Aram: S    22 vs;  354 words.  (159x17) 

Part XVIII: 20,23-43      Ahab’s second war against Aram: P    21 vs;  392 words. 

Part XIX: 21,1-22,1       The story of Naboth’s vineyard: P    30 vs;  489 words. 

Part XX: 22,2-40       Ahab’s third war against Aram and his death: P  39 vs;  623 words.   799  

Part XXI: 22,41-54       The reigns of Jehoshaphat of Judah and Ahazia of Israel: [ ] 14 vs;  176 words.  (47x17) 

Observations 
Parts I-II: 1,1-3,28 have altogether 2091 (123x17) words: 1020 (60x17) and 1071 (63x17) respectively. 

Part V: 6,1-38 has altogether 510 (30x17) words.    Part VI: 7,1-51 has 51 (3x17) verses. 

Parts VII-VIII: 8,1-10,29 have altogether 2080 (80x26) words. 

Part IX: 11,1-12,24  has 1122 (66x17) words.   Part X: 12,25-13,34 has 754 (29x26) words. 

Parts XI-XII: 14,1-15,32 has 1014 (39x26) words. Parts XIV-XIX: 17,1-22,1 have 2703 (159x17) words. 

Parts XX-XXI: 22,2-54 have altogether 799 (47x17) words. 
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Part I: 1,1-2,12  The ailing David aids Solomon in becoming his successor  

Vss Text Words Letters  Sum words  P/S         Compositional Structure 

 1Ki. 1,1-40      Section 1: Solomon’s rise to the throne 
1 1Ki. 1,1 10+ 38  10  §1 David’s negligence regarding Adonijah  

 2 1Ki. 1,2 19+ 81  29  1,1-4 describes David’s physical condition  

3 1Ki. 1,3 13+ 57  42  and the steps taken by the court to nurse him. 

 4 1Ki. 1,4 11+ 44  53  Abishag plays only a supporting role. The main 

5 1Ki. 1,5 15+ 61  68 (4x17)  figure is Adonijah and his boasting: 1,1-5 68 words. 
6 1Ki. 1,6 17+ 64  85 (5x17)  1,6  The gist of the paragraph is that David never 

7 1Ki. 1,7 12+ 50  97  corrected his son Adonijah: 17 words. 

8 1Ki. 1,8 16+ 69  113  Until v. 6 the text has 85 (5x17) words. The para- 

9 1Ki. 1,9 23/136 86  136 (8x17) [ ] graph as a whole is highlighted by 136 words. 

10 1Ki. 1,10 11+ 43  147  §2 Nathan warns and advises Bathsheba 
11 1Ki. 1,11 19+ 65  166  The numerical evidence shows that v. 10 

12 1Ki. 1,12 12+ 41  178  belongs to §2, where it functions as a prelude 

13 1Ki. 1,13 26+ 97  204  to what comes: Nathan is not invited! 

14 1Ki. 1,14 12+ 46  216  For the prelude, see Observation 18 in 2 Samuel . 

15 1Ki. 1,15 14+ 54  230   
16 1Ki. 1,16 9+ 32  239  1,10-22  The paragraph as a whole is highlighted by 

17 1Ki. 1,17 17+     17+ 64 1 256  its 182 (7x26) words. 

18 1Ki. 1,18 9+         9/26 33  265  1,17-18  Bathsheba informs David that not 

19 1Ki. 1,19 18+ 72  283  Solomon, but Adonijah has become king: 26 words. 

20 1Ki. 1,20 16+ 58  299  The emphasis on these words is reinforced by the 

21 1Ki. 1,21 11+ 45  310  occurrence of the name YHWH! 

22 1Ki. 1,22 8/182(7x26) 31  318/182 [ ] 1,22  Cliffhanger: Nathan has arrived! 

23 1Ki. 1,23 14+ 57  332   §3 Nathan tells David about Adonijah 

24 1Ki. 1,24 13+ 50  345  1,23-25 The painful information that Adonijah has 

25 1Ki. 1,25 24/51(3x17) 102  369  been acclaimed king: 51 words. 

26 1Ki. 1,26 12 49  381   
27 1Ki. 1,27 18 62  399/81 S  

28 1Ki. 1,28 14 53  413  §4 David vows that Solomon will be king 

29 1Ki. 1,29 11+ 38 2 424  1,29-30  David’s solemn vow is highlighted by 34 

30 1Ki. 1,30 23/34 81 3 447  words and reinforced by two occurrences of the 
31 1Ki. 1,31 13 49  460/61 P name YHWH. 

32 1Ki. 1,32 15+ 65  475  §5 David orders Solomon’s anointment 

33 1Ki. 1,33 20+ 75  495  1,32-34  The anointment: ‘Long live Solomon!’: 51. 
34 1Ki. 1,34 16/51(3x17) 65  511  51 also denotes his ‘signature’ (21+12+13+5)! 

35 1Ki. 1,35 17 69  528  David orders Solomon’s enthronement: 17 wrds. 

36 1Ki. 1,36 14 53 4 542   

37 1Ki. 1,37 17 58 5 559  Benaiah’s wish for king Solomon: 17 words. 

38 1Ki. 1,38 21 86  580   

39 1Ki. 1,39 19 71  599   

40 1Ki. 1,40 13 60  612/152 [ ]  
40 Section 1 612 (36x17)   612 (36x17)   

 1Ki. 1,41-2,12      Section 2: Adonijah is ‘dethroned’ 

41 1Ki. 1,41 19 76  631  §6 Adonijah is informed: Solomon is now king  
42 1Ki. 1,42 17 63  648  Adonijah expects to hear good news: 17 words. 

43 1Ki. 1,43 11 48  659   

44 1Ki. 1,44 19 78  678   

45 1Ki. 1,45 17 72  695  However, Solomon has been anointed!: 17 words. 

46 1Ki. 1,46 6 21  701   
47 1Ki. 1,47 24 91  725   

48 1Ki. 1,48 16+ 58 6 741  1,48-50  The news that David has recognized Solo- 

49 1Ki. 1,49 9+ 42  750  mon as his successor causes panic: Adonijah, in  

50 1Ki. 1,50 9/34(2x17) 42  759  fear of Solomon, seeks asylum at the altar: 34. 

51 1Ki. 1,51 24 91  783   

52 1Ki. 1,52 15 51  798   

53 1Ki. 1,53 15 63  813/201 P  
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54 1Ki. 2,1 9 33  822  §7 David gives his charge to his son Solomon 

55 1Ki. 2,2 8+ 31  830  2,2-3  Fulfil your duty to YHWH and conform to his 

56 1Ki. 2,3 26/34(2x17) 107 7 856  ways by observing the law of Moses: 8+26=34 wds. 

57 1Ki. 2,4 9+1+19=29 101 8 885 DS 1 * The numerical evidence shows that  in v. 4b  

58 1Ki. 2,5 36 138  921 10+19 should not be deleted as suggested in BHS, for it 

59 1Ki. 2,6 7 30  928/115 S functions as a repetition focusing on what follows! 

60 1Ki. 2,7 16 67  944  §8 David’s last advice to his son and his death  
61 1Ki. 2,8 26 106 9 970  2,8-9  Advice concerning Shimei: 26+17 words. 

62 1Ki. 2,9 17 58  987   

63 1Ki. 2,10 7 27  994/66 P David’s death: 7 words, signifying completeness. 

64 1Ki. 2,11 17+ 71  1011  §9 End of David’s reign; Solomon king: 17+9=26. 
65 1Ki. 2,12 9/26 32  1020/26 [ ]  

25 Section 2 408(24x17)   408(24x17)   

65 Part I: 1,1-2,12 1020(60x17) 3971 9x 1020(60x17)  1020 (60x17)=(20x51) Solomon= 51 (21+12+13+5) 

Observation 1  Part I as a whole is governed by 1020 (60x17) words.* Despite the fact that in MT there is no P 

after 2,12, the delimitation of Part I can easily be based on its content: the story of David’s last days and the firm 
establishment of Solomon’s kingship. This delimitation is confirmed by the numerical evidence: 1020 words. Most 
commentators see a break after 2,46, except Motgomery-Gehman and Rehm, who find a break after 2,12. 

For the relationship between 2 Samuel and 1 Kings, and more particularly the reason why the story of David does 
not end in Samuel but in Kings, see Observation 18 in my analysis of 2 Samuel. 

In terms of content and the striking numerical evidence, Part I divides into two distinct sections: 

Section 1 (1,1-40): Solomon’s rise to kingship and his acclamation by the people (1,1-40): 612(36x17) words. 

Section 2 (1,41-2,12): Adonijah’s ‘dethronement’; the surety of Solomon’s throne (1,41-2,12): 408(24x17) words. 

Additionally 43 of the 65 verses (66%) and 659 of the 1020 words (65%) are highlighted by 17 and 26 in the 
following striking way (to sum up, the thirteen crucial passages): 

1. The ailing David fails in paying attention to what Adonijah is doing (1,1-9): 136 (8x17) words. 
2. David’s physical condition enables Adonijah to boast that he will be king (1,1-5): 68 (4x17) words. 
3. David has never corrected Adonijah (1,6): 17 words. 
4. Nathan, being not invited by Adonijah, warns Bathsheba and gives her advice (1,10-22): 182 (7x26) words. 
5. David orders Solomon’s anointment and to hail him “Long live King Solomon!” (1,32-34): 51 (3x17) words.*  
6. David orders Solomon’s enthronement (1,35): 17 words. 
7. Benaiah’s wish for king Solomon (1,37): 17 words. 
8. Adonijah, celebrating his ‘kingship’, expects to hear good news from the courier (1,42): 17 words. 
9. Adonijah learns that Zadok and Nathan have anointed Solomon (1,48-50): 34 (2x17) words. 
10. David charges his son Solomon to observe the law of Moses (2,2-3): 8+26=34 (2x17) words. 
11. David’s very last advice to Solomon concerns Shimei (2,8-9): 26+17 words. 
12. The end of David’s reign; Solomon has become king (2,11-12): 17+9=26 words. 

* The 51 words in 1,32-34 have a double duty: first, to express YHWH’s presence 3x through the numerical 
value of his name, and second, to seal the story of Solomon’s anointment, with his ‘signature’, the numerical 
value of his name: 21+12+13+5=51. See also the 51 words in 4,1-6 as well as in 4,18-5,1 below, flanking the 
information about Solomon’s officials.  
For more examples of this remarkable device, see pp. 2-3 in my analysis of 1 Samuel. 

In 2,10, the use of exactly 7 words, the number of fullness, to refer to David’s death and burial is, in my view, 
not a matter of coincidence, but deliberate in order to express symbolically the completeness of his life. 
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Part II: 2,13-3,28  Solomon established his power and YHWH granted him wisdom 

Vss Text Words Letters  Sum words P/S         Compositional Structure 

66 1Ki. 2,13 14 51  1034  §1 Adonijah asks Bathsheba to help him 

67 1Ki. 2,14 6 22  1040   

68 1Ki. 2,15 21+ 79 10 1061  2,15-16 Adonijah argues that now Solomon  

69 1Ki. 2,16 13/34(2x17) 45  1074  has become king, he has a request: 34 words. 
70 1Ki. 2,17 16+ 58  1090  2,17-21  Bathsheba goes to the king to speak 

71 1Ki. 2,18 9+ 31  1099  for Adonijah that Abishag be given to him as 

72 1Ki. 2,19 24+ 89  1123  his wife, but Solomon considers his request 

73 1Ki. 2,20 21+ 70  1144  a threat to his kingship: 78 (3x26) words. 

74 1Ki. 2,21 8/78(3x26) 36  1152   

75 1Ki. 2,22 27 110  1179/159 P  

76 1Ki. 2,23 18 68 11 1197  §2 Solomon orders Benaiah to kill Adonijah 
77 1Ki. 2,24 20 74 12 1217   

78 1Ki. 2,25 10 40  1227/48 S  

79 1Ki. 2,26 31 109 13 1258  §3 Solomon deposes Abiathar from his post 
80 1Ki. 2,27 17 60 14-15 1275/48 P 2,27  in line with YHWH’s judgement: 17 wrds. 

81 1Ki. 2,28 21 82 16 1296  §4 Solomon gets rid of Joab and Shimei 

82 1Ki. 2,29 22 76 17 1318   

83 1Ki. 2,30 27 91 18 1345   
84 1Ki. 2,31 19 69  1364   

85 1Ki. 2,32 33 113 19 1397   

86 1Ki. 2,33 17 74 20 1414  2,33  Let Joab bear his guilt!: 17 words. 

87 1Ki. 2,34 10+ 45  1424  2,34-35   Benaiah kills Joab. He is appointed 

88 1Ki. 2,35 16/26 60  1440  commander and Zadok installed as priest: 26. 

89 1Ki. 2,36 17 64  1457  2,36  Shimei may not leave the city: 17 wrds. 

90 1Ki. 2,37 15 54  1472   
91 1Ki. 2,38 17 68  1489/214 S Cliffhanger: Shimei remains in Jersalem: 17 ws. 

92 1Ki. 2,39 20+ 76  1509  §5 Solomon orders Shimei to be killed 

93 1Ki. 2,40 18+ 65  1527   

94 1Ki. 2,41 8+ 31  1535  Except 3,2, the entire paragraph is highlighted 

95 1Ki. 2,42 27+ 109 21 1562  by 156 (6x26) words: having liquidated the last 
96 1Ki. 2,43 11+ 41 22 1573  enemy of his father, Solomon securely estab- 

97 1Ki. 2,44 21+ 74 23 1594  lishes his royal power; the first thing he does 

98 1Ki. 2,45 11+ 42 24 1605  is to marry the daughter of the king of Egypt. 

99 1Ki. 2,46 14+ 57  1619/130  3,2  clearly functions as a cliffhanger preluding 

100 1Ki. 3,1 26/156(6x26) 94 25 1645/156  on the building of a house for YHWH: 13 wrds. 

101 1Ki. 3,2 13 44 26 1658/39 P (13=1+8+4=). 

102 1Ki. 3,3 13 51 27 1671  §6 YHWH grants Solomon a heart with skill 
103 1Ki. 3,4 16 60  1687   

104 1Ki. 3,5 9+4=13+ 50 28 1700 DS 2 9+4=13 

105 1Ki. 3,6 32+ 114  1732   

106 1Ki. 3,7 17+ 57 29 1749  3,5-10  YHWH appears to Solomon in a dream   

107 1Ki. 3,8 13+ 42  1762  and offers him the fulfiment of his wish. So  

108 1Ki. 3,9 19+ 61  1781  Solomon asks for a heart with skill to listen,  

109 1Ki. 3,10 10/104 (4x26) 36  1791  which pleases YHWH: 104 (4x26) words. 

110 1Ki. 3,11 3+24=27 24+ 96  1818 DS 3 3+73=76 
111 1Ki. 3,12 18+         18+ 66  1836  3,12-15  YHWH grants Solomon his request, 

112 1Ki. 3,13 18+         18+ 56  1854  giving him a wise heart, as well as long life  

113 1Ki. 3,14 13+        13/73 52  1867 S and wealth, which he didn’t ask. All this will 

114 1Ki. 3,15 19/68(4x17) 81  1886/228 P make him incomparable! It was a dream!: 68. 

115 1Ki. 3,16 9 37  1895  §7 Two women come to the king for advice 
116 1Ki. 3,17 14 53  1909   

117 1Ki. 3,18 18+ 74  1927  3,18-22  This part of their story, dealing with 

118 1Ki. 3,19 8+ 29  1935  the birth of the second child, his death, his  

119 1Ki. 3,20 16+ 69  1951  mother’s attempt to steal the other child and 

120 1Ki. 3,21 16+ 60  1967  their argument before the king: 78 words.  
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121 1Ki. 3,22 20/78(3x26) 71  1987   

122 1Ki. 3,23 17 56  2004/118 P 3,23  The king weighs the facts: 17 words. 

123 1Ki. 3,24 9 34  2013  §8 Solomon’s wise judgement 

124 1Ki. 3,25 14+ 52  2027   

125 1Ki. 3,26 32+ 105  2059  3,25-28  The king orders the living child to be  
126 1Ki. 3,27 13+ 46  2072  cut in two; his mother intervenes; he gives her 

127 1Ki. 3,28 19/78(3x26) 73  2091/87 S her child; all Israel stand in awe: 78 words. 

62 Part II:2,13-3,28 1071(63x17) 3952 20x 1071(63x17)  Parts I-II, in total 2091 (123x17) words. 

Observation 2 Part II is in its entirety governed by 1071 (63x17) words and 3952 (152x26) letters, which 

substantiates the present delimitation of the text.  

Additionally, 32 of the 62 verses (52%) and 535 of the 1071 words (50%) are highlighted by 17 and 26, more 
specifically the following fourteen crucial passages: 

1. Adonijah approaches Bathsheba with a request (2,15-16): 34 (2x17) words. 
2. Bathsheba defends his request, but Solomon considers it a threat to his kingship (2,17-21): 78 (3x26) words. 
3. The discharge of Abiathar as priest fulfills YHWH’s sentence against the house of Eli (2,27): 17 words. 
4. The blood of Abner and Amasa should recoil on Joab and his descendants! (2,33): 17 words. 
5. Benaiah kills Joab, whom he succeeds as commander; Zadok is installed as priest (2,34-35): 26 words. 
6. Shimei gets a banning order from the king: he may never leave Jerusalem (2,36): 17 words. 
7. Shimei remains in the city (2,38): 17 words. This is a cliffhanger! – see Observation 18 in 2 Samuel. 
8. Having established his royal power, Solomon marries Pharaoh’s daughter (2,39-3,1): 156 (6x26) words. 
9. In a dream Solomon asks YHWH a heart with skill to listen, which pleases YHWH (3,5-10): 104 (4x26) words. 
10. YHWH grants Solomon a wise heart, long life and wealth, making him peerless (3,12-15): 68 (4x17) words. 
11. The story from Solomon’s pardon of Adonijah until Solomon’s dream (1,41-3,15): 1274 (49x26) words. 
12. The death of the second child and his mother’s argument to claim the living child (3,18-22): 78 (3x26) words. 
13. King Solomon weighs the facts and evidence (3,23): 17 words. 
14. Solomon orders the child to be cut in two; his mother intervenes and gets her child (3,25-28): 78 (3x26) w. 

In 3,2 the use of exactly 13 words (the numerical value of , ‘one’: 1+8+4=13), to stress the fact that there were 

many local shrines but no house yet specifically for YHWH, is in my view, not a matter of coincidence, but con-
sciously designed in order to emphasize that the One-ness of YHWH requires One Sanctuary in the land of Israel. 

Part III: 4,1-5,14 [4,1-34] Solomon’s officials and his greatness 

Vss Text Words Letters  Sum words P/S         Compositional Structure 

128 1Ki. 4,1 7+ 24  2098 S §1 Solomon’s ten high officials 
129 1Ki. 4,2 8+ 30  2106 S  

130 1Ki. 4,3 9+ 43  2115  The paragraph in its entirety is highlighted by 

131 1Ki. 4,4 8+ 36  2123 S 51 words and sealed by the king’s signature. 

132 1Ki. 4,5 11+ 40  2134  For Solomon’s signature, see Observation 1. 

133 1Ki. 4,6 8/51(3x17) 30  2142/51 S Note also that §2 is concluded by 51 words. 

134 1Ki. 4,7 18+ 67  2160 S §2 Solomon’s twelve regional governors 
135 1Ki. 4,8 6+ 22  2166 S  

136 1Ki. 4,9 9+ 36  2175 S 4,7-11  deals with Solomon’s 4 presumably 

137 1Ki. 4,10 8+ 25  2183 S foremost governors: 52 (2x26) words. 

138 1Ki. 4,11 11/52(2x26) 35  2194 S  
139 1Ki. 4,12 21 81  2215 S 4,12-19  lists the 8 remaining governors until 

140 1Ki. 4,13 22+ 78  2237 S the name of the governor of the former 

141 1Ki. 4,14 4/26 17  2241  Amorite countries of Sihon and Og. 

142 1Ki. 4,15 10 36  2251  4,13-14  special emphasis on the governors 

143 1Ki. 4,16 5 20  2256 S of Ramoth-gilead and Mahanaim: 26 words. 

144 1Ki. 4,17 4 18  2260 S  

145 1Ki. 4,18 4+ 15  2264 S 4,18-5,1 [4,21]  is made up of 51(3x17) words 

146 1Ki. 4,19 16+ 57  2280  (Solomon’s signature!) to serve as an inclu-  
147 1Ki. 4,20 11+ 46  2291  sion with 4,1-6 in order to stress the unity of  

148 1Ki. 5,1 [4,21] 20/51(3x17) 79  2311/169 P the passage dealing with his officials. 
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149 1Ki. 5,2 [4,22] 11 38  2322  §3 King Solomon’s provisions  

150 1Ki. 5,3 [4,23] 14 61  2336   

151 1Ki. 5,4 [4,24] 19 66  2355   

152 1Ki. 5,5 [4,25] 16 59  2371/60 S  

153 1Ki. 5,6 [4,26] 11 49  2382  §4 Solomon’s chariot- and cavalry horses 
154 1Ki. 5,7 [4,27] 18 66  2400   

155 1Ki. 5,8 [4,28] 12 52  2412/41 S  

156 1Ki. 5,9 [4,29] 14+ 52  2426  §5 King Solomon’s wisdom and fame 
157 1Ki. 5,10 [4,30] 10+ 38  2436  5,9-13 [4,29-33] deals with his immeasurable 

158 1Ki. 5,11 [4,31] 15+ 64  2451  and unsurpassable wisdom, with special ref- 

159 1Ki. 5,12 [4,32] 8+ 33  2459  erence to his proverbs, songs, and his know- 

160 1Ki. 5,13 [4,33] 21/68(4x17) 79  2480  ledge of flora and fauna: 68 (4x17) words.  

161 1Ki. 5,14 [4,34] 15 54  2495/83 S  

34 Part III: 4,1-5,14 404 1546 0 404  Finalized and sealed by its 34 (2x17) verses. 

Observation 3 Part III: 4,1-5,14 is finalized and sealed by its 34 (2x17) verses. Additionally, 22 of the 34 

verses (65%) and 248 of its 404 words (61%) are highlighted by 17 and 26 in the following way: 

1. Particulars about King Solomon’s ten highest officials (4,1-6): 51 (3x17) words. 
2. Particulars about King Solomon’s four regional governors (4,7-11): 52 (2x26) words. 
3. Special focus on the governors of Ramoth-gilead and Mahanaim (4,13-14): 26 words. 
4. Special focus on the governors of Benjamin and Gilead and the happiness of Israel (4,18-5,1): 51 words. 
5. King Solomon’s immeasurable and unsurpassable wisdom (5,9-13 [4,29-33]): 68 (4x17) words.  

Apart from these five instances of the divine name numbers, which signify YHWH’s presence, Part III as a 
whole is a secular piece of information; note the absence of the name YHWH and any reference to him. 

Part IV: 5-15-32 [5,1-18]  Solomon initiated the building of the temple 

Vss Text Words Lett.  Sum words   P/S         Compositional Structure 

162 1Ki. 5,15 [5,1] 23+ 77  2518 S §1 Hiram and Solomon communicate 
163 1Ki. 5,16 [5,2] 5+ 19  2523  The purpose of the S is to direct special at- 

164 1Ki. 5,17 [5,3] 24/52(2x26) 82 30-31 2547  tention to Solomon’s message to king Hiram.   

165 1Ki. 5,18 [5,4] 11+ 38 32 2558  5,15-21 [5,1-7]  The friendly communications 

166 1Ki. 5,19 [5,5] 24+  7+7+10 85 33-34 2582 DS 4 between Hiram and Solomon culminate in 

167 1Ki. 5,20 [5,6] 29+ 105  2611 7+10 Hiram’s praise of YHWH and his warm 
168 1Ki. 5,21 [5,7] 21/85(5x17) 73 35 2632  compliment to Solomon: 52 + 85 words.  

169 1Ki. 5,22 [5,8] 19 71  2651   

170 1Ki. 5,23 [5,9] 25 93  2676   

171 1Ki. 5,24 [5,10] 10 41  2686   

172 1Ki. 5,25 [5,11] 19 72  2705/210 P  

173 1Ki. 5,26 [5,12] 16 63 36 2721  §2 Hiram and Solomon make a treaty 
174 1Ki. 5,27 [5,13] 11+ 40  2732  Solomon raises a forced levy and sends thirty 

175 1Ki. 5,28 [5,14] 15/26 70  2747/42 S thousand men to Lebanon: 26 words. 

176 1Ki. 5,29 [5,15] 10 38  2757  §3 The quarrying of foundation stones  
177 1Ki. 5,30 [5,16] 15+ 65  2772  With 3300 foremen in charge, they quarry 

178 1Ki. 5,31 [5,17] 11/26 49  2783  foundation stones for the temple: 26 words. 
179 1Ki. 5,32 [5,18] 11 56  2794/47 P  

18 Part IV: 5,15-32 299 1137 7x 299   

Observation 4 In Part IV 11 of the 18 verses (61%) and 189 of the 299 words (63%) are highlighted by 

the divine name numbers 17 and 26 in the following way: 

1. The friendly communication between Hiram and Solomon (5,15-21 [5,1-7]): 52 (2x26) + 85 (5x17) words. 

2. Solomon raises a forced levy of 30.000 men whom he sends to Lebanon (5,27-28 [5,13-14]): 26 words. 

3. 3300 foremen are in charge of the labourers who quarry the stones (5,30-31 [5,16-17]): 26 words. 
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Part V: 6-1-38  The building of the temple  
Vss Text Words Lett.  Sum words  P/S         Compositional Structure 
180 1Ki. 6,1 25 103 37 2819  §1 The actual building of the temple 

181 1Ki. 6,2 14+ 59 38 2833   

182 1Ki. 6,3 18+ 63  2851  Except for the introductory remark in v. 6,1 

183 1Ki. 6,4 5+ 23  2856  the text of 6,2-13 (§1-2) is made up of 
184 1Ki. 6,5 15+ 60  2871  170 (10x17) words. 

185 1Ki. 6,6 23+ 99  2894   

186 1Ki. 6,7 15+ 62  2909/90   

187 1Ki. 6,8 15+ 64  2924   

188 1Ki. 6,9 10+ 42  2934   

189 1Ki. 6,10 14+ 51  2948 P  

190 1Ki. 6,11 6+            6 21 39 2954 DS 5 §2 YHWH’s conditional presence  
191 1Ki. 6,12 26+          26+ 91  2980 6+35 The condition is Solomon’s obedience: 26 ws. 
192 1Ki. 6,13 9/170      9/35 35  2989/80 S  

193 1Ki. 6,14 5+ 20  2994  §3 The inner wood-work and trimmings 

194 1Ki. 6,15 21+ 86  3015   

195 1Ki. 6,16 18+ 76  3033  Except for the introductory remark in v. 6,14 

196 1Ki. 6,17 7+ 30  3040  and the conclusion in 6,37-38, the text of  

197 1Ki. 6,18 13+ 51  3053  6,15-36 (§3-5) is made up of 286 (11x26) w. 

198 1Ki. 6,19 11+ 43 40 3064  Note that 11 is the number of fulfilment! 

199 1Ki. 6,20 17  +      17 71  3081  The inner shrine: 20x20x20 cubits, overlaid 
200 1Ki. 6,21 14+ 60  3095  with red gold; the altar is of cedar: 17 words.  

201 1Ki. 6,22 15+ 47  3110/121 [ ]  

202 1Ki. 6,23 9+         9+ 36  3119  §4 The cherubs and their guilding 

203 1Ki. 6,24 17+    17/26 70  3136  6,23-24  Particulars about the two cherubim: 

204 1Ki. 6,25 10+ 40  3146  26 words. 

205 1Ki. 6,26 8+ 32  3154   

206 1Ki. 6,27 28+ 113  3182   

207 1Ki. 6,28 4+ 16  3186   
208 1Ki. 6,29 14+ 65  3200/90 [ ]  

209 1Ki. 6,30 7+ 30  3207  §5 Finishing touches and the completion  
210 1Ki. 6,31 10+ 40  3217   

211 1Ki. 6,32 20+ 87  3237  This paragraph is in its entirety highlighted by 

212 1Ki. 6,33 9+ 35  3246  the number 26, through its 104 (4x26) words. 

213 1Ki. 6,34 14+ 64  3260   

214 1Ki. 6,35 10+ 43  3270   
215 1Ki. 6,36 10/286 (11x26) 42  3280/80   

216 1Ki. 6,37 7 27 41 3287  6,38 The temple is ready after 7 years, in the 

217 1Ki. 6,38 17 70  3304/104 [ ] 11
th

 year of Solomon’s rule: 17 words. Note 

38 Part V: 6,1-38 510 (30x17) 2067 6x 510 (30x17)  the symbolism of 11 signifying fulfilment! 

Observation 5 The completion of the temple marks the end of the first 11 years of Solomon’s reign 

(Chapters 1-6) in which he performed good deeds culminating in the building of a house for YHWH. This stands 
in stark contrast with his personal building activities and enterprises, which ultimately culminated in his 
marrying foreign women, his committing idolatry and Jeroboam’s rebellion (7-11). This momentous junction in 
his reign is underlined by the fact that the 434 verses of Chapters 1-11 divide after Part V into two precisely 
equal parts: 217 verses in Chapters 1-6, and 217 verses in Chapters 7-11. 
The 7 years of building is undoubtedly symbolical: it is the number of fullness and completeness. The same 
goes for Solomon’s 11th year, the number of fulfilment, indicating the fulfilment of YHWH’s promise to David 
that his son will build the temple. The 97 words in §4 and §5 may have a symbolical meaning, being the 
numerical value of the last two words of the passage: MynS ebS , ‘seven years’: ebS  (21+2+16=39), MynS 
(21+14+10+13=58); 39+58=97. 
Part V as a whole is finalized and sealed by 510 (30x17 = 10x51) words, which have a double duty symbolism: 
30x the divine name number 17 signifying YHWH’s presence through his name at the completion of his house, 
and 10x the number 51 signifying Solomon’s signature. See Observation 1 above. Additionally, 35 of the 38 
verses (92%) and 473 of the 510 words (93%) are highlighted by 17 and 26, in the following way: 
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1. The building of the walls and stairs and the statement about YHWH’s presence (6,2-13): 170 words. 
2. YHWH’s presence in the temple is conditional: Solomon’s obedience (6,12): 26 words. 
3. The construction of the inside linings, portals and doors, and the furniture (6,15-36): 286 (11x26) words. 
4. The measures of the inner shrine, overlaid with red gold, and the altar of cedar (6,20): 17 words. 
5. Particulars about the two cherubim (6,23-24): 26 words. 
6. The finishing touches and the completion of the temple (6,30-38): 104 (4x26) words. 
7. The building took 7 years and the completion was in Solomon’s 11th year (6,38): 17 words. 

Part VI: 7,1-51 Solomon’s palaces and the furnishings for the temple 

Vss Text Words Letters  Sum words P/S         Compositional Structure 

218 1Ki. 7,1 11+ 36  3315  §1 King Solomon’s palaces 

219 1Ki. 7,2 23/34 (2x17) 96  3338  He was building for 13 years. He builds 
220 1Ki. 7,3 13 53  3351  the House of the Lebanon Forest: 34 words.  

221 1Ki. 7,4 8 34  3359   

222 1Ki. 7,5 11 47  3370   

223 1Ki. 7,6 17 70  3387  He also makes the pillared portico: 17 words. 

224 1Ki. 7,7 13 51  3400   

225 1Ki. 7,8 20 74  3420   

226 1Ki. 7,9 17 72  3437  7,9-11  For the masonry he uses costly stone  
227 1Ki. 7,10 11+ 49  3448  and the timbering is of cedar: 17 + 17 words. 

228 1Ki. 7,11 6/17 30  3454   

229 1Ki. 7,12 15 68/680 42 3469/165 P §1 has 680 (40x17) letters. 

230 1Ki. 7,13 7 26  3476  §2 Hiram’s bronze work for the temple 

231 1Ki. 7,14 30 114  3506   
232 1Ki. 7,15 19 73  3525   

233 1Ki. 7,16 19 76  3544   

234 1Ki. 7,17 17 76  3561  Ornamental network for the capitals: 17 words. 

235 1Ki. 7,18 20 79  3581   

236 1Ki. 7,19 10 41  3591   

237 1Ki. 7,20 18 76  3609   

238 1Ki. 7,21 21 81  3630   

239 1Ki. 7,22 8 37  3638   
240 1Ki. 7,23 20 74  3658  7,24-26 Two rows of gourds round the Sea,  

241 1Ki. 7,24 17+ 73  3675  which is mounted on twelve oxen, holding  

242 1Ki. 7,25 23+ 94  3698  two thousand bath: 51 (3x17) words. 

243 1Ki. 7,26 11/51 (3x17) 42/962  3709/240 P §2 has 962 (37x26) letters. 

244 1Ki. 7,27 16 66  3725  §3 The ten bronze trolleys 

245 1Ki. 7,28 8+ 36  3733  On the panels of the trolley are portrayed  

246 1Ki. 7,29 18/26 80  3751  lions, oxen, and cherubim: 26 words. 

247 1Ki. 7,30 18 82  3769   

248 1Ki. 7,31 20 83  3789   

249 1Ki. 7,32 13+ 68  3802  7,32-34  Four wheels of cast metal and the 

250 1Ki. 7,33 11+ 59  3813  handles at the corners of each trolley: 34 wrds. 

251 1Ki. 7,34 10/34 (2x17) 41  3823   
252 1Ki. 7,35 13+ 57  3836  7,35-36  The struts and panels are part of 

253 1Ki. 7,36 13/26 59  3849  the trolley, on which cherubim, lions and palm 

254 1Ki. 7,37 12 43  3861/152 S trees are carved: 26 words. 

255 1Ki. 7,38 20 84  3881  §4 Ten bronze basins holding 40 bath 

256 1Ki. 7,39 22 82  3903/42 S 7,13-39  has 1902 (106x17) letters. 

257 1Ki. 7,40 20 79 43 3923  §5 Summary of all Hiram’s work 

258 1Ki. 7,41 20 80  3943   

259 1Ki. 7,42 20 82  3963   

260 1Ki. 7,43 8+ 32  3971  7,43-44  Special focus on the 10 trolleys, 10 

261 1Ki. 7,44 9/17 30  3980  basins, the Sea, and the 12 oxen: 17 words. 

262 1Ki. 7,45 19 74 44 3999   
263 1Ki. 7,46 10 42  4009/106 [ ]  
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264 1Ki. 7,47 12 41  4021  §6 All objects are installed in the house  
265 1Ki. 7,48 18 63 45 4039   

266 1Ki. 7,49 14 64  4053   

267 1Ki. 7,50 17 91  4070/61  P Special focus on the use of gold: 17 words. 

268 1Ki. 7,51 25 92 46-47 4095/25 P §7 David’s riches put into the treasuries 

51 Part VI: 7,1-51 791 3252 6x 791   

Observation 6 Part VI is finalized and sealed by its 51 (3x17) verses. Moreover, 273 of the 791 words (35%) 

are highlighted by 17 and 26 in the following way: 

1. Having built for 13 years, Solomon builds the House of the Lebanon Forest (7,1-2): 34 (2x17) words. 
2. Solomon also makes the pillared portico (7,6): 17 words. 
3. For the masonry he uses costly stones; the timbering is of cedar (7,9-11): 17 + 17 words. 
4. King Hiram makes the ornamental network for the capitals (7,17): 17 words. 
5. He makes the bronze Sea, which is mounted on twelve oxen (7,24-26): 51 (3x17) words. 
6. On the panels of the trolley are portrayed lions, oxen, and cherubim (7,28-29): 26 words.  
7. Special focus on the 10 trolleys, the 10 basins, and the 12 oxen (7,43-44): 17 words. 
8. Special focus on the use of gold (7,50): 17 words. 

The chapter is sealed by 51 verses (Solomon’s signature) connoting that Solomon is the real builder.   

Part VII: 8-1-9,9  The dedication of the temple and YHWH’s promise to Solomon 

Vss Text Words Lett.  Sum wds  P/S         Compositional Structure 

269 1Ki. 8,1 27 103 48 4122  §1 The Ark is brought to its place 

270 1Ki. 8,2 13 52  4135   

271 1Ki. 8,3 8 34  4143   

272 1Ki. 8,4 17 64 49 4160  The priests bring in the Tent of Meeting: 17.  

273 1Ki. 8,5 19 76  4179   

274 1Ki. 8,6 18 69 50 4197   

275 1Ki. 8,7 14+ 61  4211  8,7-9 The wings of the cherubim form a canopy 
276 1Ki. 8,8 18+ 69  4229  above the Ark which contains nothing but the 

277 1Ki. 8,9 20/52(3x26) 72 51 4249  stone tablets deposited there by Moses: 52.  

278 1Ki. 8,10 10 37 52 4259   

279 1Ki. 8,11 14 51 53-54 4273/178 P  

280 1Ki. 8,12 7+ 25 55 4280  §2 Solomon’s prayer of dedication: Part I 
281 1Ki. 8,13 8+ 31  4288  8,12-16 Solomon’s ode on YHWH’s dwelling-place 

282 1Ki. 8,14 13+ 45  4301  and his reference to the promise given to 

283 1Ki. 8,15 14+         9 52 56 4315 DS 6 David, which is now fulfilled: 68 (4x17) words. 

284 1Ki. 8,16 26/68   26 98  4341 9+26 Solomon quotes YHWH’s promise: 26 words. 

285 1Ki. 8,17 11 39 57 4352   

286 1Ki. 8,18 5+13=18 60 58 4370 DS 7  
287 1Ki. 8,19 14 47  4384 5+27  

288 1Ki. 8,20 23 83 59-61 4407   

289 1Ki. 8,21 16 61 62 4423/150 S  

290 1Ki. 8,22 12 48 63 4435  §3 Solomon’s prayer of dedication: Part II 
291 1Ki. 8,23 20 86 64 4455   
292 1Ki. 8,24 15 54  4470   

293 1Ki. 8,25 33   13+20=33 114 65 4503 DS 8  

294 1Ki. 8,26 11 42  4514 13+20  

295 1Ki. 8,27 18 66  4532   

296 1Ki. 8,28 18 70 66 4550   

297 1Ki. 8,29 24=10+2+3+9 87  4574 DS 9 2+3 

298 1Ki. 8,30 20+ 78  4594  8,30-32 Solomon’s plea to YHWH to hear his 
299 1Ki. 8,31 15+ 54  4609  supplication and that of the people, and when   

300 1Ki. 8,32 17/52(3x26) 73  4626/203 S he hears, to forgive and judge justly: 52 words. 

301 1Ki. 8,33 18 74  4644  §4 Solomon’s prayer of dedication: Part III 
302 1Ki. 8,34 13 56  4657/31 S  

mailto:labuschagne.cj@gmail.com


12 
 

© 2014 Casper J. Labuschagne     The Book of 1 Kings    labuschagne.cj@gmail.com — rev 08/27/14 12:39 PM 
 
 

303 1Ki. 8,35 19 74  4676  §5 Solomon’s prayer of dedication: Part IV 

304 1Ki. 8,36 24 93  4700/43 S  

305 1Ki. 8,37 23+ 77  4723  §6 Solomon’s prayer of dedication: Part V 

306 1Ki. 8,38 21+ 72  4744  8,37-39 Should there be famine in the land and  

307 1Ki. 8,39 24/68(4x17) 86  4768  the people pray prompted by remorse, may God 

308 1Ki. 8,40 13 49  4781  hear, forgive and take action: 68 (4x17) words. 

309 1Ki. 8,41 13 46  4794   

310 1Ki. 8,42 15 58  4809   

311 1Ki. 8,43 31 115  4840   

312 1Ki. 8,44 21 77 67 4861   
313 1Ki. 8,45 8 35  4869/169 [ ]  

314 1Ki. 8,46 22 78  4891  §7 Solomon’s prayer of dedication: Part VI 
315 1Ki. 8,47 16 69  4907   

316 1Ki. 8,48 25 100  4932   
317 1Ki. 8,49 10 43  4942   

318 1Ki. 8,50 15 63  4957   

319 1Ki. 8,51 10 39  4967   

320 1Ki. 8,52 15+ 60  4982  8,52-53  Repetition of the plea uttered earlier in  

321 1Ki. 8,53 19/34(2x17) 75 68 5001/132 P Solomon’s prayer (vs. 30-32): 34 (2x17) words. 

322 1Ki. 8,54 21 85 69-70 5022  §8 Solomon’s prayer of dedication: Part VII 
323 1Ki. 8,55 9 33  5031   

324 1Ki. 8,56 22 75 71 5053   

325 1Ki. 8,57 12 48 72 5065   

326 1Ki. 8,58 14 63  5079   

327 1Ki. 8,59 22 93 73-74 5101   

328 1Ki. 8,60 11 37 75 5112   

329 1Ki. 8,61 12 51 76 5124/123 [ ] 8,22-61 The Prayer is in 7 parts, with 701 words. 

330 1Ki. 8,62 8 32 77 5132  §9 The concluding dedication feast 

331 1Ki. 8,63 24 93 78-79 5156   

332 1Ki. 8,64 36+ 129 80-81 5192  8,64-9,1 The consecration of the centre of the 

333 1Ki. 8,65 26+ 98 82 5218  court where Solomon offers the whole-offering 
334 1Ki. 8,66 23 91 83 5241  grain-offering, and the fat of the shared-offerings 

335 1Ki. 9,1 17/102(6x17) 60 84 5258/134 P because the bronze altar is too small: 102 words. 

336 1Ki. 9,2 9 36 85 5267  §10 YHWH admonishes Solomon 

337 1Ki. 9,3 3+25+ 105 86 5295 DS 10 12+152 
338 1Ki. 9,4 18+ 68  5313   

339 1Ki. 9,5 20+ 72  5333   

340 1Ki. 9,6 19+ 88  5352   

341 1Ki. 9,7 23+ 92  5375   

342 1Ki. 9,8 19+ 68 87 5394/136   

343 1Ki. 9,9 28+/152 110 88-89 5422/164 P 8,2-9,9 altogether 1300 (50x26) words. 

75 Part VII: 8,1-9,9 1327 5067 42x 1327  1,41-9,9  4810 (185x26) words. 

Observation 7 The story from the definitive establishment of Solomon’s kingship until the dedication of 

the temple (1,41-9,9) is made up of 4810 (185x26) words. In Part VII the prayer itself divides into 7 parts, and 
27 of the 75 verses (36%) and 529 of the 1327 words (40%) are highlighted by 17 and 26 in the following way: 

1. The priests bring in the Tent of Meeting and its sacred furnishings (8,4): 17 words. 
2. The Ark with the stone tablets is positioned under the wings of the cherubim (8,7-9): 52 (2x26) words. 
3. Solomon’s praises for the fulfilling of YHWH’s promise given to David (8,12-16): 68 (4x17) words. 
4. Solomon asks YHWH to hear their prayers and to forgive and judge justly (8,30-32): 52 (2x26) words. 
5. If the people pray prompted by remorse during famine, may YHWH forgive (8,37-39): 68 (4x17) words. 
6. Solomon repeats his earlier plea from vs. 30-32 (8,52-53): 34 (2x17) words. 
7. Consecration of the centre of the court to offer the great offerings (8,64-9,1): 102 (6x17) words. 
8. YHWH’s speech (including its introduction) until the crucial question in v. 8 (9,2-8): 136 (8x17) words.  
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Part VIII: 9,10-10,29  Solomon’s buildings, his trade and fame 

Vss Text Words Lett.  Sum words P/S         Compositional Structure 

 1Ki. 9,10-28      Section 1: Solomon’s various enterprises 

344 1Ki. 9,10 16 55 90 5438  §1 Solomon’s dealings with King Hiram 

345 1Ki. 9,11 22 85  5460   
346 1Ki. 9,12 13 48  5473   

347 1Ki. 9,13 15 52  5488/66 P  

348 1Ki. 9,14 7+ 28  5495  §2 Solomon’s levy and the cities he built 

349 1Ki. 9,15 24+ 85 91 5519   

350 1Ki. 9,16 19+ 75  5538  The paragraph is in its entirety governed by the 

351 1Ki. 9,17 8+ 27  5546  number 17 through its 136 (8x17) words.  

352 1Ki. 9,18 6+ 22  5552  In this way special attention is drawn to the king’s 

353 1Ki. 9,19 24+ 96  5576  building activities. 

354 1Ki. 9,20 14+ 54  5590   

355 1Ki. 9,21 18+ 70  5608   
356 1Ki. 9,22 16/136 (8x17) 67  5624/136 S  

357 1Ki. 9,23 14 60  5638  §3 Particulars about further activities 

358 1Ki. 9,24 15 45  5653   
359 1Ki. 9,25 20 79 92-93 5673   

360 1Ki. 9,26 15 51  5688   

361 1Ki. 9,27 12 46  5700   

362 1Ki. 9,28 13 54  5713/89 P  

29 Section 1 291 1099 4x 291   

 1Ki. 10,1-13      Section 2: The visit of the queen of Sheba 

363 1Ki. 10,1 11 43 94 5724  §4 She tests him with enigmatic questions 

364 1Ki. 10,2 24+ 88  5748   

365 1Ki. 10,3 16+ 48  5764  10,2-10 The arrival of the queen in Jerusalem and  

366 1Ki. 10,4 10+ 34  5774  her stay with Solomon: 156 (6x26) words. 

367 1Ki. 10,5 18+ 77 95 5792   

368 1Ki. 10,6 13+ 49  5805   

369 1Ki. 10,7 20+ 79  5825   
370 1Ki. 10,8 11+ 49  5836   

371 1Ki. 10,9 21+ 82 96-97 5857   

372 1Ki. 10,10 23/156 (6x26) 84  5880   

373 1Ki. 10,11 15 58  5895   

374 1Ki. 10,12 23 89 98 5918   

375 1Ki. 10,13 22 80  5940/227 S  

13 Section 2 227 860 5x 227   

 1Ki.10,14-29      Section 3: Solomon’s levy and his wealth 

376 1Ki. 10,14 14 48  5954  §5 Solomon’s income, profits and tribute 

377 1Ki. 10,15 10 44  5964   

378 1Ki. 10,16 14 50  5978   

379 1Ki. 10,17 17 66  5995/55 P He makes 300 golden bucklers of 3 minas each: 17. 

380 1Ki. 10,18 8+ 30  6003  §6 Solomon’s magnificent throne 

381 1Ki. 10,19 18/26 72  6021  10,18-19  It is inlaid with ivory, overlaid with 

382 1Ki. 10,20 15 54  6036  gold, with at the back the head of a calf and two  

383 1Ki. 10,21 20 72  6056  lions beside the armrests: 26 words. Compare the 
384 1Ki. 10,22 20 77  6076  calves of Aaron (Ex. 32,3) and Jeroboam (12,28)! 

385 1Ki. 10,23 8 34  6084   

386 1Ki. 10,24 13 48  6097   

387 1Ki. 10,25 16 67  6113/118 S  

388 1Ki. 10,26 20 82  6133  §7 Solomon’s trade in chariots and horses 

389 1Ki. 10,27 13 56  6146   

390 1Ki. 10,28 11 51  6157   

391 1Ki. 10,29 18 76  6175/62 P   

48 Part VIII 753 2886 9x 753  2886 (111x26) letters 

123 Parts VII-VIII 2080 (80x26) 7953 51x 2080(80x26)   
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Observation 8 In Part VIII (9,10-10,29) 21 of the 48 verses (44%) and 335 of the 753 words (44%) are 

highlighted by 17 and 26 in the following way: 

1. Solomon’s levy and the cities he built (9,14-22): 136 (8x17) words. 
2. The arrival of the queen of Sheba and her stay with Solomon (10,2-10): 156 (6x26) words. 
3. Solomon makes 300 golden bucklers of 3 minas each for his House of the Forest (10,17): 17 words. 
4. Solomon’s magnificent throne is inlaid with ivory and overlaid with gold (10,18-19): 26 words.  

Taken together, Parts VII and VIII (8,1-10,29) are made up of 2080 (80x26) words and bound together as a 
single literary entity by 51 (3x17) occurrences of the name YHWH woven into the fabric of the text. Needless 
to say, the number 51 also represents the numerical value of Solomon’s name: his signature. 

Part IX: 11,1-12,24  The division of Solomon’s kingdom has YHWH’s approval 

Vss Text Words Lett.  Sum words  P/S         Compositional Structure 

 1Ki. 11,1-25      Section 1 Solomon’s sin and his adversaries 
392 1Ki. 11,1 14+ 62  6189  §1 Foreign women cause his unfaithfulness 

393 1Ki. 11,2 8+13+4=25+ 86 99 6214 DS 11 8+13 

394 1Ki. 11,3 13/52 (2x26) 48  6227  11,1-3 Solomon’s love for foreign women will  

395 1Ki. 11,4 21 78 100 6248  entice him to serve their gods: 52 (2x26) words.  

396 1Ki. 11,5 10 43  6258   

397 1Ki. 11,6 11 42 101-102 6269/94 S  

398 1Ki. 11,7 16 57  6285  §2 Solomon builds shrines for foreign gods 

399 1Ki. 11,8 8 41  6293   

400 1Ki. 11,9 13 54 103-104 6306   

401 1Ki. 11,10 16 57 105 6322/53 P  

402 1Ki. 11,11 22       3+19+ 90 106 6344 DS 12 §3 YHWH raises up adversaries for Solomon 

403 1Ki. 11,12 10           10+ 37  6354 3+46  

404 1Ki. 11,13 17           17/46 61  6371  One tribe will be left for Solomon’s son: 17 words. 

405 1Ki. 11,14 11 42 107 6382   

406 1Ki. 11,15 16 58  6398   

407 1Ki. 11,16 13+ 44  6411  11,16-17  War against Edom; Hadad flees: 26 words. 
408 1Ki. 11,17 13/26 54  6424   

409 1Ki. 11,18 23+ 88  6447  11,18-21  Pharaoh assigns Hadad a house and  

410 1Ki. 11,19 15+ 57  6462  maintenance and makes him a grant of land; he  

411 1Ki. 11,20 19+ 74  6481  finds favour with Pharaoh, marries his daughter,  

412 1Ki. 11,21 21/78 (3x26) 72  6502  but wants to return to his country: 78 words. 

413 1Ki. 11,22 18 60  6520   

414 1Ki. 11,23 15 54  6535   
415 1Ki. 11,24 15 61  6550  Section 1 as a whole is governed by the number 
416 1Ki. 11,25 15 55  6565/243 P  26 through its 390 (15x26) words. 

25 Section 1 390 (15x26) 1475 9x 390 (15x26)  1,1-11,25  has 416 verses (16x26). 

 11,26-12,24      Section 2  The rebellion of Jeroboam 
417 1Ki. 11,26 16 60  6581  §4 Rehoboam employs him as foreman 

418 1Ki. 11,27 16+ 52  6597  11,27-28  Rehoboam regards him as industrious;  

419 1Ki. 11,28 18/34(2x17) 65  6615/50 S gives him charge over the forced labour: 34 words. 

420 1Ki. 11,29 19+ 86  6634 DS 13 §5 Solomon’s kingdom is to be divided 

421 1Ki. 11,30 10+ 44  6644 6+155 11,29-32  Ahijah tells Jeroboam that Solomon’s  

422 1Ki. 11,31 6+6+11=23+ 85 108 6667  kingdom will be divided and that he will rule over ten 

423 1Ki. 11,32 16/68 (4x17) 63  6683  tribes and Solomon over one: 68 (4x17) words. 

424 1Ki. 11,33 24 109  6707   
425 1Ki. 11,34 22+ 78  6729  11,34-39  He says that Solomon will rule all his life 

426 1Ki. 11,35 9+ 38  6738  over all Israel and that his son will get only one tribe;  

427 1Ki. 11,36 20+ 75  6758  Jeroboam shall be king over Israel and YHWH shall 

428 1Ki. 11,37 11+ 41  6769  build for him a sure house: 104 (4x26) words. 

429 1Ki. 11,38 32+ 126  6801   

430 1Ki. 11,39 10/104 (4x26) 31  6811/196 S  
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431 1Ki. 11,40 18 73  6829  §6 Solomon’s death and the succession 

432 1Ki. 11,41 14 51  6843   

433 1Ki. 11,42 10 41  6853  VII-IX (8,1-11,43): 8 DSS with 442 (17x26) words: 

434 1Ki. 11,43 12 50  6865/54 S (26+27+20+3+152+13+46+155=442). 

435 1Ki. 12,1 10+ 35  6875  §7 Rehoboam has become king; Israel rebels 

436 1Ki. 12,2 16/26 66  6891  12,1-2 Rehoboam is king; Jeroboam returns: 26. 

437 1Ki. 12,3 12 52  6903   

438 1Ki. 12,4 16+ 63  6919  12,4-5 Jeroboam and the people ask Rehoboam 

439 1Ki. 12,5 10/26 39  6929  to lighten the hard service: 26 words. 

440 1Ki. 12,6 23 85  6952   

441 1Ki. 12,7 20 82  6972   
442 1Ki. 12,8 15 61  6987   

443 1Ki. 12,9 21 74  7008   

444 1Ki. 12,10 29+ 111  7037  12,10-15  Rehoboam is advised by young men not  

445 1Ki. 12,11 18+ 72  7055  to lighten the hard service, on the contrary, he  

446 1Ki. 12,12 16+ 64  7071  should make the yoke heavier: 119 (7x17) words. 

447 1Ki. 12,13 11+ 40  7082   

448 1Ki. 12,14 21+ 87  7103   
449 1Ki. 12,15 24/119 (7x17) 80 109-110 7127   

450 1Ki. 12,16 31 112  7158   

451 1Ki. 12,17 8 39  7166/301 P  

452 1Ki. 12,18 21 86  7187  §8 The king’s commander is stoned: rebellion! 

453 1Ki. 12,19 7 27  7194/28 S The function of the S is to focus on v. 20. 

454 1Ki. 12,20 26 96  7220  12,26  All Israel make Jeroboam their king: 26 words. 
455 1Ki. 12,21 27 108  7247/53 P  

456 1Ki. 12,22 8                 8 33  7255 DS 14 §9 YHWH prevents war; division is his doing 

457 1Ki. 12,23 15+           15+ 55  7270 8+34 12,23-24a  YHWH forbids Rehoboam fighting against  

458 1Ki. 12,24 19+8=27  19/34 100 111-113 7297/50 S Israel; the division has his approval: 34 (2x17) words. 

42 Section 2 732 2835 6x 732   
67 Part IX 1122 (66x17) 4310 15x 1122(66x17)   

Observation 9 In Part IX  49 of the 67 verses (73%) and 1122 of the 1122 words (100%) are highlighted by 

17 and 26. The numerical evidence underline the compositional unity of Part IX, assumed also by 
Montgomery-Gehman, Rehm, Long, and Holloway.  
In Section 1 10 of the 25 verses (40%) and 390 of the 390 words (100%), and in Section 2 24 of the 42 verses 
(57%), and 367 of the 732 words (50%) in the following way: 

1. Solomon’s sins and his adversaries (11,1-25): 390 (15x26) words. 
2. Solomon’s love for foreign women leads him to idolatry (11,1-3): 52 (2x26) words. 
3. YHWH will see to it that only one tribe will be left for Solomon’s son (11,17): 17 words. 
4. Solomon’s enemy Hadad has fled to Egypt, but wants to return to his country (11,18-21): 78 (3x26) words. 
5. Rehoboam gives Jeroboam charge over the forced labour (11,27-28): 34 (2x17) words. 
6. Ahijah explains to Jeroboam that he will rule over ten tribes (11,29-32): 68 (4x17) words. 
7. YHWH shall leave one tribe for Rehabeam and Jeroboam will have a dynasty (11,34-39): 104 (4x26) words. 
8. Rehoboam has become king; Jeroboam returns from Egypt (12,1-2): 26 words. 
9. Jeroboam and the people ask Rehoboam to lighten the hard service (12,4-5): 26 words. 

10. Rehoboam is advised by young men to make the hard service heavier (12,10-15): 119 (7x17) words. 

11. All Israel, except the tribe of Judah, make Jeroboam their king (12,20): 26 words. 

12. YHWH forbids civil war, because the division has his approval (12,23-24a): 34 (2x17) words. 
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Part X: 12,25-13,34  Jeroboam consolidates his kingdom, but a prophet censures him 

Vss Text Words Letters  Sum wds  P/S         Compositional Structure 

459 1Ki. 12,25 13+ 46  7310  §1 Jeroboam consolidates his kingdom 
460 1Ki. 12,26 8+ 34  7318  12,25-33 Jeroboam takes measures to prevent  

461 1Ki. 12,27 25+ 96 114 7343  the Israelites going to Jerusalem to serve YHWH. 

462 1Ki. 12,28 19+ 78  7362  He makes two calves of gold as their own ‘gods’  

463 1Ki. 12,29 9+ 29  7371  and sets them up in Dan and Bethel. He erected 

464 1Ki. 12,30 10+ 36  7381  illegal temple buildings, appointed non-levitical 

465 1Ki. 12,31 13+ 45  7394  priests and brought offers himself: 255 (15x17) w. 

466 1Ki. 12,32 31+ 115  7425  11,26-12,33 Jeroboam’s triumph: 884 (34x26) w. 
467 1Ki. 12,33 24/255(15x17) 90  7449/152 P 11,1-12,33  The kingdom divided: 1274(49x26). 

468 1Ki. 13,1 15+ 57 115 7464  §2 The prophecy against Jeroboam 
469 1Ki. 13,2 29+      6+20 115 116-117 7493 DS 15 6+20 

470 1Ki. 13,3 17+      5+7 65 118 7510 DS 16 5+7 

471 1Ki. 13,4 30+ 111  7540  13,1-5 The man of God from Judah comes to 

472 1Ki. 13,5 13/104 (4x26) 54 119 7553  Bethel to confront Jeroboam: 104 (4x26) words. 

473 1Ki. 13,6 29 109 120-121 7582   

474 1Ki. 13,7 12 46  7594   
475 1Ki. 13,8 22+    71  7616  13,8-10 The man of God refuses to eat or drink 

476 1Ki. 13,9 18+       7+11    59 122 7634 DS 17 7+11  anything in Bethel, and leaves: 52 words. 

477 1Ki. 13,10 12/52 (2x26) 34  7646/197 P  

478 1Ki. 13,11 28 102  7674  §3 The aged prophet goes after the man 

479 1Ki. 13,12 18 66  7692   
480 1Ki. 13,13 11+ 44  7703  13,13-16  The aged prophet finds the man of 

481 1Ki. 13,14 18+ 76  7721  God and invites him to eat with him, but he  

482 1Ki. 13,15 7+ 26  7728  declines the invitation, because God has for- 

483 1Ki. 13,16 16/52 (2x26) 56  7744  bidden him to eat or drink anything: 52 words. 

484 1Ki. 13,17 19           5+14 60 123 7763 DS 18 5+14 

485 1Ki. 13,18 22+         6+8 77 124 7785 DS 19 6+8 

486 1Ki. 13,19 7+ 27  7792  13,18-20a The aged prophet persuades him 
487a 1Ki. 13,20a 5/34 (2x17) 18 125 7797/151 P  and he eats and drinks at his house: 34 words. 

487b 1Ki.13,20b 7+ 26  7804  §4 Prophet against prophet 

488 1Ki. 13,21 24+   3+25 84 126-128 7828 DS 20 13,20b-22  The aged prophet who has brought  

489 1Ki. 13,22 21/52   0+6   73  7849 3+25 the man of God back, turns against him: 52 words. 

490 1Ki. 13,23 12+ 50  7861 DS 21  

491 1Ki. 13,24 16+ 74  7877 0+6   13,23-32 The rest of the story about the man  
492 1Ki. 13,25 21+ 86  7898  of God, how he is killed by a lion – consider-  

493 1Ki. 13,26 25+ 99 129-131 7923  ed an act of God - and how the prophet 

494 1Ki. 13,27 9+ 34  7932  brings his body to his own town to mourn 

495 1Ki. 13,28 20+ 79  7952  over it and to bury it in his own grave, where 

496 1Ki. 13,29 17+ 72  7969  he wishes to be buried himself in the same 

497 1Ki. 13,30 8+ 32  7977  grave, is made up of exactly 170 words.  

498 1Ki. 13,31 22+ 87  7999  This means that the whole paragraph is high- 
499 1Ki. 13,32 20/170 (10x17) 68 132 8019/222 P lighted by 52+170 (=222) words. 

500 1Ki. 13,33 21 77  8040  §5 Jeroboam persists in doing evil  
501 1Ki. 13,34 11 49  8051/32 P This is a cliffhanger preluding on his doom! 

43 Part X 754 (29x26) ? 19x 754   

Observation 10 In Part X 37 of the 43 verses (86%) and 754 of the 754 (29x26) words (100%) are highlighted:  

1. Jeroboam takes measures to consolidate his kingdom (12,25-33): 255 (15x17) words. 
2. The man of God from Judah comes to Bethel to confront Jeroboam (13,1-5): 104 (4x26) words. 
3. The man of God refuses to eat or drink in Bethel and leaves (13,8-10): 52 (2x26) words. 
4. The aged prophet invites the man of God to eat with him, but he refuses (13,13-16):  52 (2x26) words. 
5. With a lie, the aged prophet persuades him to eat and drink, which he does (13,18-20a): 34 (2x17) words. 
6. The aged prophet, who has brought the man of God back, turns against him (13,20b-22): 52 (2x26) words. 
7. He is killed by a lion; the aged prophet buries him in his own grave in Bethel (13,23-32): 170 (10x17) words. 
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Part XI: 14,1-31  Ahijah predicts doom upon Jeroboam’s family 

Vss Text Words Letters  Sum words  P/S         Compositional Structure 

502 1Ki. 14,1 6 21  8057  §1 Jeroboam sends his wife to Ahijah 
503 1Ki. 14,2 25 91  8082   

504 1Ki. 14,3 15 57  8097   

505 1Ki. 14,4 18 67  8115/64 S  

506 1Ki. 14,5 24+   4+20 86 133 8139 DS 22 §2 YHWH’s message to Jeroboam 

507 1Ki. 14,6 20+         75  8159 4+20 14,5-9 YHWH tells Ahijah that Jeroboam’s 

508 1Ki. 14,7 18+       8+10 70 134 8177 DS 23 wife is coming and gives him a message of 
509 1Ki. 14,8 23+            23 87  8200 8+83 doom for her husband: 102 (6x17) words. 

510 1Ki. 14,9 17/102     17 74  8217 S Since the paragraph is an indivisible  

511 1Ki. 14,10 23+           23 95  8240  literary entity, this S does not indicate a 

512 1Ki. 14,11 13+           10/83 54 135 8253  break in the text, but draws attention to  

513 1Ki. 14,12 9+                36  8262  the announcement of doom in v. 10ff. 

514 1Ki. 14,13 24+            83 136 8286  14,10-14 The message is delivered and  

515 1Ki. 14,14 16/85        53 137 8302  Ahijah predicts the child’s death: 85 words. 
516 1Ki. 14,15 29              115 138-139 8331   

517 1Ki. 14,16 12 47  8343   

518 1Ki. 14,17 12+ 45  8355  14,17-18  When Jeroboam’s wife reaches 

519 1Ki. 14,18 14/26 55 140 8369  the threshold of the house, the child dies; 

520 1Ki. 14,19 15 60  8384  all Israel bury and mourn him: 26 words. 

521 1Ki. 14,20 14 58  8398 S  

522 1Ki. 14,21 31 120 141 8429  §3 Rehoboam king: Judah does evil  

523 1Ki. 14,22 14 56 142 8443  14,5-24 dealing with YHWH’s message to 

524 1Ki. 14,23 15 53  8458  Jeroboam and the idolatry of Judah during 

525 1Ki. 14,24 14 54 143 8472/357 P the reign of Rehoboam: 357 (21x17) words. 

526 1Ki. 14,25 11 47  8483  §4 Shishak’s raid and the king’s acts 

527 1Ki. 14,26 20 69 144 8503   

528 1Ki. 14,27 15 59  8518   

529 1Ki. 14,28 12 46 145 8530   

530 1Ki. 14,29 15 58  8545   

531 1Ki. 14,30 8 34  8553   

532 1Ki. 14,31 17 69  8570/98 P 14,31 Rehoboam dies; Abijam king: 17 wrds. 

31 vss Part XI 519 1994 13x 519   

Observation 11 In Part XI 21 of the 31 verses (68%) and 374 of the 519 words (72%) are highlighted by 17 and 

26 in the following way: 

1. YHWH gives the prophet Ahijah instructions about his message to Jeroboam (14,5-9): 102 (6x17) words. 
2. The message of doom for Jeroboam is delivered; his child’s death is predicted (14,10-14): 85 (5x17) words. 
3. The message of doom for Jeroboam and the prediction that his child will die (14,5-14): 187 (11x17) words. 
4. The passage dealing with YHWH’s message for Jeroboam and Judah’s idolatry (§§2-3): 357 (21x17) words. 
5. Rehoboam dies and his son Abijam succeeds him (14,31): 17 words. 
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Part XII: 15,1-32  Abijam and Asa of Judah and Nadab of Israel 

Vss Text Words Letters  Sum words P/S         Compositional Structure 

533 1Ki. 15,1 11+ 41  8581  §1 Abijam king of Judah 
534 1Ki. 15,2 9+ 36  8590  With the exclusion of v. 8, the entire paragraph 

535 1Ki. 15,3 17+ 62 146 8607  is governed by the divine name number 17  

536 1Ki. 15,4 16+ 63 147 8623  through its 102 (6x17) words.  
537 1Ki. 15,5 19+ 63 148 8642  Compare §3 below! 

538 1Ki. 15,6 9+ 36  8651   

539 1Ki. 15,7 21/102 (6x17) 83  8672   

540 1Ki. 15,8 12 48  8684/114 P  

541 1Ki. 15,9 9     38  8693  §2 Asa king of Judah 
542 1Ki. 15,10 10 43  8703   
543 1Ki. 15,11 7+ 28 149 8710  15,11-22 dealing with the reign of king Asa, 

544 1Ki. 15,12 11+ 42  8721  all his good deeds and his war with Ba’asha of 

545 1Ki. 15,13 17+ 70  8738  Israel, who invaded Judah: 204 (12x17) words. 

546 1Ki. 15,14 12+ 37 150 8750   

547 1Ki. 15,15 10+ 38 151 8760   

548 1Ki. 15,16 10+ 39  8770   

549 1Ki. 15,17 16+ 58  8786   
550 1Ki. 15,18 32+ 122 152 8818   

551 1Ki. 15,19 23+ 83  8841   

552 1Ki. 15,20 31+ 99  8872   

553 1Ki. 15,21 9+ 37  8881   

554 1Ki. 15,22 26/204 (12x17) 91  8907   

555 1Ki. 15,23 27 99  8934   

556 1Ki. 15,24 14 57  8948/264 P  

557 1Ki. 15,25 15 58  8963  §3 Nadab king of Israel 
558 1Ki. 15,26 12+ 50 153 8975  With the exclusion of v. 25, the entire para- 

559 1Ki. 15,27 18+ 76  8993  graph dealing with the reign of king Nadab, 

560 1Ki. 15,28 9+ 39  9002  the conspiracy against him led by Ba’asha, who 

561 1Ki. 15,29 22+ 81 154 9024  kills him and usurps the throne and strikes 
562 1Ki. 15,30 16+ 62 155 9040  down the whole family of Jeroboam, and the 

563 1Ki. 15,31 15+ 55  9055  other events of Nadab’s reign, is highlighted       

564 1Ki. 15,32 10/102 (6x17) 39  9065/117 P by the number 17 (as in §1): 102 (6x17) words. 

32  Part XII 495 1873 10x 495   

63  Parts XI-XII 1014 (39x26) 3867 23x 1014 (39x26)   

Observation 12 In Part XII 26 of the 32 verses (81%) and 408 of the 495 words (82%) are highlighted by 17 

and 26 in the following way: 

1. The reign of Abijam, excluding the reference to his death and succession by Asa (15,1-7): 102 (6x17) words. 
2. The reign of Asa and all his good deeds until the invasion of Judah by Ba’asha (15,9-17): 102 (6x17) words. 
3. Asa’s other deeds: his call upon Ben-hadad for help, his buildings and death (15,19-24): 130 (5x26) words. 
4. The reign of king Nadab of Israel, which ends in his murder by Ba’asha (15,26-32): 102 (6x17) words. 
Parts XII and XIII, taken together (14,1-15,32), are made up of 1014 (39x26) words.  
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Part XIII: 15,33-16,34  Ba’asha, Elah, Zimri, Omri, and Ahab of Israel  

Vss Text Words Lett.  Sum words   P/S         Compositional Structure 

565 1Ki. 15,33 16+ 59  9081  §1 Ba’asha king of Israel  The function  
566 1Ki. 15,34 12+ 51 156 9093 S of this S is to draw attention to the call of Jehu to 

567 1Ki. 16,1 10+       10 33 157 9103 DS 24 prophecy doom against Ba’asha. 
568 1Ki. 16,2 19+       19+ 80  9122 10+43 The entire paragraph is governed by the 

569 1Ki. 16,3 13+       13+ 51  9135  number 17. It deals with the reign of Ba’asha 

570 1Ki. 16,4 11+       11/43 46  9146  who follows in Jeroboam’s footsteps, and  

571 1Ki. 16,5 15+ 61  9161  with YHWH’s message of doom upon his  

572 1Ki. 16,6 10+ 42  9171  house brought by Jehu: 136 (8x17) words. 

573 1Ki. 16,7 30/136 (8x17) 110 158-159 9201/136 P  

574 1Ki. 16,8 15 56  9216  §2 Elah king of Israel 
575 1Ki. 16,9 17 65  9233  Zimri plots against the drunken Elah: 17 words. 

576 1Ki. 16,10 12 55  9245   

577 1Ki. 16,11 17+ 63  9262  16,11-13  Zimri kills all the house of Ba’asha for  

578 1Ki. 16,12 15+ 52 160 9277  their sins and idolatry: 51 (3x17) words. 

579 1Ki. 16,13 19/51 (3x17) 77 161 9296   

580 1Ki. 16,14 15 56  9311/110 P  

581 1Ki. 16,15 18 73  9329  §3 Zimri king of Israel 
582 1Ki. 16,16 22 80  9351   
583 1Ki. 16,17 9 37  9360   

584 1Ki. 16,18 18 66  9378   

585 1Ki. 16,19 17 69 162 9395  The reason why Zimri killed himself: 17 words. 

586 1Ki. 16,20 15 58  9410/99 P  

587 1Ki. 16,21 16 61  9426  §4 The war between Omri and Tibni 
588 1Ki. 16,22 16 58  9442/32 P  

589 1Ki. 16,23 18 67  9460  §5 Omri king of Israel 
590 1Ki. 16,24 23 76  9483   

591 1Ki. 16,25 9+ 36 163 9492  16,25-26  Omri does more evil than all his 

592 1Ki. 16,26 17/26 71 164 9509  predecessors and, like Jeroboam, he leads Israel  

593 1Ki. 16,27 17 66  9526  to commit idolatry: 26 words. 

594 1Ki. 16,28 10 44  9536/94 P  

595 1Ki. 16,29 23+ 91  9559  §6 Ahab king of Israel 
596 1Ki. 16,30 10+ 37 165 9569  The entire paragraph dealing with all the  

597 1Ki. 16,31 21+ 81  9590  evil in which Ahab outdid everyone before  

598 1Ki. 16,32 8+ 31  9598  him by marrying Jezebel and serving Baal  

599 1Ki. 16,33 18+ 73 166 9616  and setting up a sacred pole. During his reign 

600 1Ki. 16,34 22/102 (6x17) 87 167 9638/102 S Hiel rebuilt Jericho and offered his son as a  

36 Part XIII 573 2219 12x 573  foundation sacrifice: 102 (6x17) words. 

Observation 13 In Part XIII 22 of the 36 verses (61%) and 366 of the 573 words (64%) are highlighted by 17 

and 26 in the following way: 
1. The reign of Ba’asha and Jehu’s prophecy of doom upon his house (15,33-16,7): 136 (8x17) words. 
2. The conspiracy of Zimri against the drunken king Elah (16,9): 17 words. 
3. Zimri strikes down all the house of Ba’asha for their sins and idloatry (16,11-13): 51 (3x17) words. 
4. For the same reason Zimri killed himself (16,19): 17 words. 
5. Omri did more evil than his predecessors by leading Israel to commit idolatry (16,25-26): 26 words. 
6. Ahab outdid all by facilitating the service of Baal and Hiel offered a foundation sacrifice (16,29-34): 102 words. 
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Part XIV: 17,1-24  The prophet Elijah and the drought 

Vss Text Words Lett.  Sum wds  P/S         Compositional Structure 

601 1Ki. 17,1 24 90 168 9662 S §1 Elijah’s announcement of a drought 
602 1Ki. 17,2 5 19 169 9667 DS 25 The function of the S is to focus on YHWH’s words. 

603 1Ki. 17,3 12+ 43  9679 5+20 §§1,2,3 all begin with a divine speech. 

604 1Ki. 17,4 8/20 35  9687  17,5-7  Elijah’s stay by the brook Cherith; the ravens 

605 1Ki. 17,5 12+ 45 170 9699  bring him meat and bread; the brook dries up due 

606 1Ki. 17,6 12+ 49  9711  to the drought: 34 words. Probably Elijah’s signature: 

607 1Ki. 17,7 10/34 (2x17) 34  9721/83 S 1+12+10+5+6 = .– see Observation 1 above. 

608 1Ki. 17,8 5+        5 19 171 9726 DS 26 §2 Elijah’s sojourn with a widow at Zarephath 

609 1Ki. 17,9 13+    13 50  9739 5+13  

 610 1Ki. 17,10 23+ 85  9762  17,8-11 Having arrived in Zarephath, Elijah asks a 

611 1Ki. 17,11 11/52 (2x26) 39  9773  Lady for a little water and a morsel of bread: 52 w.  

612 1Ki. 17,12 27 103 172 9800   

613 1Ki. 17,13 21 81  9821/100 S  

614 1Ki. 17,14 22     6+16 72 173-174 9843 DS 27 §3 Divine providence during the drought 

615 1Ki. 17,15 9 39  9852 6+16  

616 1Ki. 17,16 14 48 175 9866/45 P  

617 1Ki. 17,17 19 66  9885  §4 The revival of the widow’s lifeless son 

618 1Ki. 17,18 16+ 57  9901  17,18-20  Elijah is blamed for the death of the child;  
619 1Ki. 17,19 18/34 67  9919  he lays him upon his bed and prays to God: 34+17 w. 

620 1Ki. 17,20 17 65 176-177 9936   

621 1Ki. 17,21 18 65 178-179 9954   

622 1Ki. 17,22 10 39 180 9964   

623 1Ki. 17,23 15 61  9979   

624 1Ki. 17,24 15 54 181 9994/128 P The 14 (2x7) occurrences of  underlines the com- 

24 Part XIV 356 1325 14x 356  pleteness of YHWH’s presence in the events. 

Observation 14 In Part XIV 10 of the 24 verses (42%) and 154 of the 356 words (43%) are highlighted by the 

divine name numbers 17 and 26 in the following way: 

1. Elijah’s miraculous nourishment by the ravens during the drought (17,5-7): 34 (2x17) words. 
2. Elijah’s request for food to a woman in Zarephath (17,8-11): 52 (2x26) words. 
3. Elijah takes pity on the lifeless child and prays to God (17,18-20): 34 + 17 words. 
4. All speeches, divine and human, in Chapter 17: 182 (7x26) words. 
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Part XV: 18,1-46  Elijah and the prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel 

Vss Text Words Lett.  Sum wds  P/S         Compositional Structure 

625 1Ki. 18,1 20+           11+9 75 182 10014 DS 28 §1 Elijah is ordered by God to meet Ahab 
626 1Ki. 18,2 8+ 35  10022 11+9  

627 1Ki. 18,3 13+ 48 183 10035  18,1-8 The providentially arranged meeting of Elijah 

628 1Ki. 18,4 17+ 77 184 10052  with Obadiah, the controller of king Ahab’s household, 

629 1Ki. 18,5 22+ 86  10074  during the famine, is made up of 119 (7x17) words. 

630 1Ki. 18,6 16+ 60  10090   

631 1Ki. 18,7 15+ 65  10105   
632 1Ki. 18,8 8/119 (7x17) 29  10113   

633 1Ki. 18,9 11+ 40  10124  18,9-10 Obadiah’s objection against Elijah’s request 

634 1Ki. 18,10 23/34 (2x17) 82 185 10147  to inform Ahab about his presence: 34 (2x17) words.  

635 1Ki. 18,11 8 29  10155   

636 1Ki. 18,12 22 84 186-187 10177   

637 1Ki. 18,13 23 94 188-189 10200   

638 1Ki. 18,14 9 35  10209/215 S  

639 1Ki. 18,15 12+ 48 190 10221  §2 Ahab’s meeting with Elijah 

640 1Ki. 18,16 10+ 43  10231  18,15-17  Ahab greets Elijah with the famous words: 

641 1Ki. 18,17 12+/34 (2x17) 47  10243  “Is it you, you troubler of Israel?”: 34 (2x17) words. 

642 1Ki. 18,18 17+ 64 191 10260   

643 1Ki. 18,19 23+ 89  10283  18,18-20  On Elijah’s request, Ahab assembles all the 
644 1Ki. 18,20 11/51 (3x17) 43  10294  people and his 450 prophets on Carmel: 51 words. 

645 1Ki. 18,21 27 95 192 10321/112 [ ]  

646 1Ki. 18,22 15+ 64 193 10336  §3 The complete failure of the prophets of Baal 
647 1Ki. 18,23 26+         26 100  10362  18,23  Elijah’s proposal to offer two bulls: 26 words. 

648 1Ki. 18,24 20+ 81 194 10382   

649 1Ki. 18,25 19+        19+ 77  10401  18,25-27  Elijah’s invitation to the Baal prophets to  
650 1Ki. 18,26 25+        25+ 96  10426  offer their bull and invoke their god without setting 

651 1Ki. 18,27 24+        24/68 85  10450  fire to the wood: 68 (4x17) words. 

652 1Ki. 18,28 11+  52  10461  The paragraph dealing with the failure of the prophets 

653 1Ki. 18,29 13/153 (9x17) 54  10474/153 [ ] of Baal to attract his attention has 153 (9x17) words. 

654 1Ki. 18,30 15+        56 195 10489  §4 Elijah’s triumph over the Baal prophets 

655 1Ki. 18,31 18+      9+6+3     71 196 10507 DS 29  

656 1Ki. 18,32 13+        53 197 10520 6+3 This crucial paragraph dealing with the decisive  

657 1Ki. 18,33 9+          33  10529  victory of Elijah is made up of 170 (10x17) words. 

658 1Ki. 18,34 16+        68  10545   

659 1Ki. 18,35 9+          34  10554   

660 1Ki. 18,36 26+   7+19+ 114 198 10580  18,36-37  Elijah’s prayer is made up of 34 (2x17) wds. 

661 1Ki. 18,37 15+       15/34 57 199-200 10595  See 17,5-7 and Observation 1 above. 
662 1Ki. 18,38 17+        64 201 10612  18,38 The fire of YHWH consumes everything: 17 wds. 

663 1Ki. 18,39 13+        53 202-203 10625   

664 1Ki. 18,40 19/170 (10x17) 76  10644/170 [ ]  

665 1Ki. 18,41 10+ 38  10654  §5 Rain at last! Ahab departs: Elijah runs ahead 

666 1Ki. 18,42 15+ 62  10669   

667 1Ki. 18,43 17+ 60  10686  18,43 Elijah let his servant look 7x for signs of rain: 17. 
668 1Ki. 18,44 20+ 72  10706  18,41-45 Elijah, plays the role of a weatherman despe- 

669 1Ki. 18,45 16/78 (3x26) 64  10722  rately awaiting the promised rain: 78 (3x26) words. 

670 1Ki. 18,46 13 53 204 10735/91  18,46 YHWH’s hand is on Elijah: he girds his loins  

46 Part XV 741 2905 23x 741  and runs before Ahab all the way to Jezreel: 13 = .  

Observation 15 In Part XV 40 of the 46 verses (87%) and 639 of the 741 words (86%) are highlighted by the 

divine name numbers 17 and 26 in the following way: 

1. The providentially arranged meeting of Elijah with Obadiah (18,1-8): 119 (7x17) words. 
2. Obadiah’s objection against Elijah’s request to inform Ahab about his presence (18,9-10): 34 (2x17) wrds.  
3. Ahab greets Elijah with the famous words: “Is it you, you troubler of Israel?” (18,15-17): 34 (2x17) wrds. 
4. On Elijah’s request Ahab assembles the people and his 450 prophets on Carmel (18,18-20): 51 (3x17) wds. 
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5. Elijah’s proposal to offer two bulls (18,23): 26 words. 

6. Elijah’s invitation to the Baal prophets to invoke their god without setting fire (18,25-27): 68 (4x17) wds. 

7. The failure of the prophets of Baal to attract his attention (18-22-29): 153 (9x17) words. 

8. Elijah’s prayer to YHWH at the time of the offering (18,36-37): 34 (2x17) words.  

9. The fire of YHWH consumes everything (18,38): 17 words. 

10. Elijah’s triumph over the prophets of Baal (18,30-40): 11 verses and 170 (10x17) words. 

11. Elijah and his servant in expectation of the promised rain (18,41-45): 78 (3x26) words. 

Part XVI: 19,1-21  Elijah’s visit to Mount Horeb 

Vss Text Words Lett.  Sum words  P/S         Compositional Structure 

671 1Ki. 19,1 16 55  10751  §1 Elijah’s flight to Horeb: a revelation 

672 1Ki. 19,2 20+ 74  10771  19,2-3 Threatened by Jezebel, Elijah flees to Beersheba 

673 1Ki. 19,3 14/34 (2x17) 49  10785  where he leaves his servants: 34 (2x17) words. 

674 1Ki. 19,4 25+ 86 205 10810  19,4-8  His journey by himself in the wilderness where 

675 1Ki. 19,5 14+   5+7+2 48  10824 DS 30 he sits under a tree wishing to die:  78 (3x26) words. 
676 1Ki. 19,6 11+ 49  10835 7+2 Spoken by an Angel. 

677 1Ki. 19,7 13+       7+6 44 206 10848 DS 31  

678 1Ki. 19,8 15/78 (3x26) 64  10863 7+6 Spoken by an Angel. 

679 1Ki. 19,9 16      6+6+4 52 207 10879 DS 32  

680 1Ki. 19,10 25+ 105 208 10904 6+4 19,10-11  Elijah expresses his despair: God responds 

681 1Ki. 19,11 27/52 1+5+21 104 209-213 10931 DS 33 with a subtle revelation: 52 (2x26) words. 

682 1Ki. 19,12 11 36 214 10942 1+5 DSS 29-32 have altogether 17 words. 
683 1Ki. 19,13 18     10+4+4 71  10960 DS 34  

684 1Ki. 19,14 25 105 215 10985/250 4+4  S 19,2-14  has altogether 234 (9x26) words. 

685 1Ki. 19,15 15      3+12 56 216 11000 DS 35 §2 Fresh divine commissions for Elijah 

686 1Ki. 19,16 17          17 64  11017 3+56 19,16  Special emphasis on the anointment of Jehu and  

687 1Ki. 19,17 11          11 48  11028  on Elisha: 17 words. 
688 1Ki. 19,18 16          16/56 59  11044   

689 1Ki. 19,19 22 89  11066   

690 1Ki. 19,20 21 77  11087   

691 1Ki. 19,21 19 84  11106/121 P  

21 Part XVI  371 1419 12x 371   

Observation 16 In Part XVI  14 of the 21 verses (66%) and 251 of the 371 words (68%) are highlighted by the 

divine name numbers 17 and 26 in the following way:  

1. Jezebel’s oath to kill Elijah, his flight to Horeb and his stay during the revelation (19,2-14): 234 (9x26) words. 
2. Threatened by Jezebel, Elijah flees to Beersheba with his servants (19,2-3): 34 (2x17) words. 
3. By himself he goes into the wilderness where he sits in despair under a tree (19,4-8): 78 (3x26) words. 
4. Elijah expresses his despair: God responds with a subtle revelation (19,10-11): 52 (2x26) words. 
5. Special emphasis on the anointment of Jehu as king and Elisha as prophet (19,16): 17 words. 
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Part XVII: 20,1-22  Ahab’s first war against Aram 

Vss Text Words Lett.  Sum words   P/S         Compositional Structure 

692 1Ki. 20,1 20+ 70  11126  §1 How the war with Aram started 

693 1Ki. 20,2 7+ 30  11133   

694 1Ki. 20,3 15+ 51  11148  The entire paragraph is highlighted by its 196 

695 1Ki. 20,4 12+ 43  11160  words, neatly divided into 170 and 26 words. 
696 1Ki. 20,5 18+ 71  11178   

697 1Ki. 20,6 21+ 75  11199   

698 1Ki. 20,7 24+ 90  11223   

699 1Ki. 20,8 10+ 38  11233   

700 1Ki. 20,9 23+ 94  11256   

701 1Ki. 20,10 20/170 (10x17) 75  11276   

702 1Ki. 20,11 9+ 36  11285  20,11-12  Ahab’s message that triggered the war: 

703 1Ki. 20,12 17/26 67  11302/196 [ ] 9+17=26 words. 

704 1Ki. 20,13 26        9+3+14 94 217-218 11328 DS 36 3+14+     §2 Ahab’s divinely supported victory 

705 1Ki. 20,14 16        3+3+3 66 219 11344 DS 37 3+3/17   DSS 36-37 have altogether 17 words. 

706 1Ki. 20,15 19 77  11363   

707 1Ki. 20,16 14 58  11377  20,13  A prophet announces God’s help: 26 words. 

708 1Ki. 20,17 14 62  11391   
709 1Ki. 20,18 11 47  11402   

710 1Ki. 20,19 10 42  11412   

711 1Ki. 20,20 15 57  11427   

712 1Ki. 20,21 12 44  11439   

713 1Ki. 20,22 21 74  11460/158 S  

22 Part XVII 354 1361 3x 354   

Observation 17 In Part XVII 13 of the 22 verses (59%) and 222 of the 354 words (63%) are highlighted by the 

divine name numbers 17 and 26 in the following way: 
1. The pre-war communications between Ben-hadad and Ahab (20,1-12): 170 + 26 words. 
2. Prophetic assurance for Ahab of YHWH’s support in the struggle (20,13): 26 words. 
3. The two divine speeches introduced by  (20,13-14) have altogether 17 words. 

4. The divine speeches introduced by  (20,13-42) have altogether 52 (2x26) words (14+3+22+13). 

Part XVIII: 20,23-43  Ahab’s second war against Aram 
Vss Text Words Lett.  Sum words   P/S         Compositional Structure 

714 1Ki. 20,23 20 74  11480  §1 The reformation of Ben-hadad’s army 

715 1Ki. 20,24 11 44  11491   

716 1Ki. 20,25 22 84  11513/53 P  

717 1Ki. 20,26 13 50  11526  §2 The defeat of Aram at Aphek 

718 1Ki. 20,27 17 75  11543  20,27  Mustering and provisioning of Israel: 17 w. 

719 1Ki. 20,28 33    8+3+22 123 220-222 11576 DS 38  

720 1Ki. 20,29 21 81  11597 3+22  
721 1Ki. 20,30 21 81  11618/105 S  

722 1Ki. 20,31 28 108  11646  §3 The release of Ben-hadad by Ahab 

723 1Ki. 20,32 22 91  11668   

724 1Ki. 20,33 19 83  11687   

725 1Ki. 20,34 24 98  11711/93 S  

726 1Ki. 20,35 14+ 56 223 11725  §4 A theatrical protest against his release 

727 1Ki. 20,36 18+ 73 224 11743  20,35-39 The parable enacted by one of the sons 

728 1Ki. 20,37 10+ 39  11753  of the prophets before king Ahab to protest  

729 1Ki. 20,38 10/52 41  11763  against the release of Ben-hadad: 52 + 34 words. 

730 1Ki. 20,39 34 121  11797   
731 1Ki. 20,40 15 58  11812   

732 1Ki. 20,41 13 50  11825   

733 1Ki. 20,42 18   2+3+13 63 225 11843 DS 39  

734 1Ki. 20,43 9 34  11852/141   3+13  P  

21 Part XVIII 392 1527 6x 392  All four DSS in Chapter 20:  52 (2x26) words. 
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Observation 18 In Part XVIII only 6 of the 21 verses (29%) and only 103 of the 392 words (26%) are 

highlighted by the divine name numbers 17 and 26 in the following way: 

1. The Israelites are mustered and provisioned for the battle at Aphek (20,27): 17 words. 
2. The parable enacted by a prophet to protest against Ben-hadad’s release (20,35-39): 52 + 34 words. 

Part XIX: 21,1-22,1  The story of Naboth’s vineyard 

Vss Text Words Lett.  Sum words   P/S         Compositional Structure 

735 1Ki. 21,1 15 65  11867  §1 The confiscation of Naboth’s vineyard 
736 1Ki. 21,2 32 106  11899   

737 1Ki. 21,3 12 43 226 11911   

738 1Ki. 21,4 29 101  11940   
739 1Ki. 21,5 13+ 48  11953  21,5-10  Jezebel’s role in the death of Naboth: 

740 1Ki. 21,6 28+ 92  11981  she writes a letter in Ahab’s name to the elders  

741 1Ki. 21,7 22+ 81  12003  and nobles of Naboth’s city ordering them to 

742 1Ki. 21,8 17+ 74  12020  bring a false charge against Naboth, saying that 

743 1Ki. 21,9 10+ 42  12030  he cursed God and the king, and to stone him: 

744 1Ki. 21,10 14/104 69  12044  altogether 104 (4x26) words. 

745 1Ki. 21,11 18+ 83  12062  21,11-15  The execution of the ‘royal’ order by 
746 1Ki. 21,12 7+ 26  12069  the authorities in Naboth’s city, the message 

747 1Ki. 21,13 25+ 110  12094  sent to Jezebel that Naboth is dead and her 

748 1Ki. 21,14 7+ 28  12101  invitation to Ahab to take possession of the 

749 1Ki. 21,15 28/85 (5x17) 94  12129  vineyard he coveted: 85 (5x17) words. 

750 1Ki. 21,16 14 54  12143/291 S  

751 1Ki. 21,17 7         7 27 227 12150 DS 40 §2 Elijah’s denunciation of Ahab’s house 

752 1Ki. 21,18 15     15 55  12165 7+43  

753 1Ki. 21,19 28     28/43 102 228-229 12193   

754 1Ki. 21,20 14        63 230 12207 DS 41  

755 1Ki. 21,21 13         13+ 61  12220 0+31  

756 1Ki. 21,22 18         18/31 66  12238   

757 1Ki. 21,23 11+      5+6+ 47 231 12249 DS 42 21,23-26  The divine decree: Jezebel will be 
758 1Ki. 21,24 10+        10/16 44  12259 5+16 eaten by the dogs near the rampart of Jezreel 

759 1Ki. 21,25 15+ 56 232 12274  and so will those of Ahab’s house who die in the 

760 1Ki. 21,26 15/51 (3x17) 60 233 12289/146 S city; the others will be eaten by birds: 51 words. 

761 1Ki. 21,27 17+ 66  12306 S 21,27-22,1  Ahab’s repentance and YHWH’s  

762 1Ki. 21,28 7+             7+ 27 234 12313 DS 43 command to Elijah to tell Ahab that disaster will 

763 1Ki. 21,29 19+        19/26 68  12332 7+19 not be brought on his house during his lifetime, 

764 1Ki. 22,1 9/52 (2x26) 35  12341/52 P but in that of his son: 52 (2x26) words. 
30 Part XIX 489 1893 9x 489   

Observation 19 In Part XIX 19 of the 30 verses (63%) and 292 of the 489 words (60%) are highlighted by the 

divine name numbers 17 and 26 in the following way: 

1. Jezebel’s cunning contriving to achieve Naboth’s death (21,5-10): 104 (4x26) words. 
2. Naboth’s death is reported to Jezebel; she invites Ahab to claim the vineyard: 85 (5x17) words. 
3. Jezebel will be eaten by dogs; Ahab’s children by dogs and birds (21,23-26): 51 (3x17) words. 
4. Since Ahab repented, disaster will be brought on his house in the lifetime of his son (21,27-22,1): 52 words.  
5. Altogether 26 words are devoted to DS 43 in 21,28-29. 
6. All speeches in Chapter 21 (human and divine) have altogether 260 words. 
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Part XX: 22,2-40  Ahab’s third war against Aram and his death 

Vss Text Words Lett.  Sum wrds   P/S         Compositional Structure 

765 1Ki. 22,2 10+ 43  12351  §1 Micaiah and the deliberations before the war 

766 1Ki. 22,3 17+ 65  12368  22,3  Ahab’s consultation with his servants: 17 words. 

767 1Ki. 22,4 19+ 82  12387   

768 1Ki. 22,5 11+ 39 235 12398   

769 1Ki. 22,6 23+ 92  12421  MT middle verse of 1-2 Kings, which is nothing special. 

770 1Ki. 22,7 9+ 40 236 12430   

771 1Ki. 22,8 31+ 110 237 12461  The entire paragraph is governed by the number 17 
772 1Ki. 22,9 11+ 43  12472  through its 255 (15x17) words.  

773 1Ki. 22,10 19+ 87  12491   

774 1Ki. 22,11 17+    8+3+6 59 238 12508 DS 44 22,11 The theatrical act of Zedekiah: 17 words. 

775 1Ki. 22,12 13+ 50 239 12521 3+6  

776 1Ki. 22,13 25+ 91  12546   

777 1Ki. 22,14 12+ 42 240-241 12558   

778 1Ki. 22,15 22+ 87 242 12580   
779 1Ki. 22,16 16/255 (15x17) 55 243 12596/255 [ ]  

780 1Ki. 22,17 22+     13+2+7 85 244 12618 DS 45 §2 Micaiah’s true prophecy of doom and defeat 

781 1Ki. 22,18 15+ 54  12633 2+7 The entire paragraph is governed by the number 26 

782 1Ki. 22,19 18+ 69 245-246 12651  through its 130 (5x26) words. 

783 1Ki. 22,20 16+ 2+8+6 56 247 12667 DS 46 2+8 (YHWH) 
784 1Ki. 22,21 12+ 3+1  6+2 50 248-249 12679 47/48 6+2 (Spirit)   3+1 (YHWH) 

785 1Ki. 22,22 15+  6+7   1+6 55  12694  49/50 6+7 (Spirit)  1+6 (YHWH) 

786 1Ki. 22,23 14+ 49 250-251 12708   

787 1Ki. 22,24 18/130 (5x26) 66 252 12726/130 [ ]  

788 1Ki. 22,25 11+        11+ 43  12737  §3 Ahab’s orders before he goes into battle 

789 1Ki. 22,26 15+        15/26 54  12752  22,25-26  Micaiah prophecies and is arrested: 26 wrds. 
790 1Ki. 22,27 17+ 60  12769  22,27  Ahab orders Micaiah to be jailed: 17 words. 

791 1Ki. 22,28 14+ 52 253 12783  The entire paragraph is governed by the number 17 

792 1Ki. 22,29 8+ 34  12791  through its 153 (9x17) words. 

793 1Ki. 22,30 16+ 72  12807   

794 1Ki. 22,31 23+ 75  12830   

795 1Ki. 22,32 17+ 70  12847  22,32 The captains take Jehoshaphat to be Ahab: 17 w. 

796 1Ki. 22,33 11+ 43  12858   
797 1Ki. 22,34 21/153 (9x17) 86  12879/153 [ ]  

798 1Ki. 22,35 18+ 70  12897  §4 The death of Ahab and the end of the battle 

799 1Ki. 22,36 12+ 44  12909  The entire paragraph is governed by the number 17 

800 1Ki. 22,37 8+ 36  12917  through its 85 (5x17) words. 

801 1Ki. 22,38 16+ 62 254 12933   
802 1Ki. 22,39 23+ 84  12956   

803 1Ki. 22,40 8/85 (5x17) 35  12964/85 P  

39 Part XX 623 2389 20x 623   

Observation 20 In Part XX 39 of the 39 verses (100%) and 623 of the 623 words (100%) are governed by the 

divine name numbers 17 and 26 (255 + 130 + 153 + 85 = 623 words). To sum up: 

1. Micaiah and the deliberations before the war (22,2-16): 255 (15x17) words. 
2. Micaiah’s true prophecy of doom and defeat (22,17-24): 130 (5x26) words. 
3. Ahab’s orders concerning Micaiah before he goes into battle (22,25-34): 153 (9X17) words. 
4. The death of Ahab and the end of the battle against Aram (22,35-40): 85 (5x17) words. 
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Part XXI: 22,41-54  The reigns of Jehoshaphat of Judah and Ahaziah of Israel 

Vss Text Words Letters  Sum words  P/S         Compositional Structure 

804 1Ki. 22,41 11+ 43  12975  §1 Jehoshaphat king of Judah 
805 1Ki. 22,42 16+ 65  12991  22,41-48  During his reign Jehoshaphat  

806 1Ki. 22,43 12+           12+ 43 255 13003  follows in the footsteps of his father Asa 

807 1Ki. 22,44 9+               9+ 36  13012  doing what is right; yet the high places still                                                                                               

808 1Ki. 22,45 5+               5/26 21  13017  remain. But he made peace with Ahab 

809 1Ki. 22,46 17+           17 70  13034  and exterminated the male prostitutes: 85. 

810 1Ki. 22,47 10+ 35  13044  22,43-45  Special emphasis is laid on the 
811 1Ki. 22,48 5/85 (5x17) 18  13049/85  fact that the high places remained and that  

812 1Ki. 22,49 14 60  13063  he made peace with Ahab: 26 words. 

813 1Ki. 22,50 15 58  13078  22,46  Special emphasis on the fact that his 

814 1Ki. 22,51 14 59  13092/128 S military feats have been chronicled: 17 ws. 

815 1Ki. 22,52 17 71  13109  §2 Ahaziah king of Israel 
816 1Ki. 22,53 17 66 256 13126  22,52-53  Ahaziah reigned two years and  

817 1Ki. 22,54 14 53 257 13140/48 [ ] followed in the footsteps of his parents and 

14 Part XXI 176 698 3x 176  in the footsteps of Jeroboam: 17+17 wrds. 

53 Parts XX-XXI 799 (47x17) 3087 23x 799   

Observation 21 In Part XXI 10 of the 14 verses (71%) and 119 of the 176 words (68%) are highlighted by the 

divine name numbers 17 and 26 in the following way: 

1. The good acts of Jehoshaphat and his shortcomings have been chronicled (22,41-48): 85 (5x17) words. 
2. Special emphasis is laid on the remaining of the high places and the peace with Ahab (22,43-45): 26 words. 
3. Special emphasis is laid on the king’s military feats that have been chronicled (22,46): 17 words. 
4. As for Ahaziah of Israel, he followed in the footsteps of Jeroboam (22,52-53): 17+17 words. 
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The 50 divine speeches in 1 Kings 

DSS     Texts Introductions Speakers >> Addressees      Words       Totals 

1 2,4 10 YHWH >> David 19------ 29 

2 3,5 9 Elohim >> Solomon 4 13 

3 3,11-14 3 Elohim >> Solomon 73 76 

4 5,19 7 YHWH >> David 10--------   102 17 

5 6,11-13 6 YHWH >> Solomon 35            (6x17) 41 

6 8,15-16 9 YHWH >> David 26-------- 35 

7 8,18-19 5 YHWH >> David 27-------- 32 

8 8,25 13 YHWH >> David 20------ 33 

9 8,29 2 YHWH >> Moses 3          442 5 

10 9,2-9 12 YHWH >> Solomon 152    17x26 164 

11 11,2 8 YHWH >> Israel 13 21 

12 11,11-13 3 YHWH >> Solomon 46 49 

13 11,29-39 6 YHWH >> Jeroboam 155 161 

14 12,22-24 8 Elohim >> Man of God 34 42 

15 13,2 6   YHWH >> Altar at Bethel 20 26 

16 13,3 5  YHWH >> Man of God 7 12 

17 13,9 7 YHWH >> Man of God 11        18 

18 13,17 5 YHWH >> Man of God 14        19 

19 13,18 6 YHWH >> Aged prophet 8 14 

20 13,21-22a 3 YHWH >> Man of God 25 28 

21 13,22b 0 YHWH >> Man of God 6 6 

22 14,5 4 YHWH >> Ahijah 20 24 

23 14,7-11 8 YHWH >> Jeroboam 83+155=238 91 

24 16,1-4 10 YHWH >> Jehu >> Ba’asha 43 53 

25 17,2-4 5 YHWH >> Elijah 20 25 

26 17,8-9 5 YHWH >> Elijah 13 18 

27 17,14 6 YHWH >> Elijah > Widow 16 22 

28 18,1 11 YHWH >>  Elijah 9 20 

29 18,31 6 YHWH >> Jacob’s 12 sons 3 9 

30 19,5 7 YHWH’s Angel >> Elijah 2 9 

31 19,7 7 YHWH’s Angel >> Elijah 6 13 

32 19,9 6 YHWH >> Elijah 4 10 

33 19,11 1 YHWH >> Elijah 5 6 

34 19,13 4 YHWH (a voice) >> Elijah 4 8 

35 19,15-18 3 YHWH >> Elijah 56 59 

36 20,13 3 YHWH >> King Ahab 14+         17 

37 20,14 3 YHWH >> King Ahab 3/17    52 6 

38 20,28 3 YHWH >> King Ahab 22      (2x26)    25 

39 20,42 3 YHWH >> King Ahab 13            16 

40 21,17-19 7 YHWH >> Elijah 43 50 

41 21,20-22 0 YHWH >> Ahab 31 38 

42 21,23-24 5 YHWH >> Jezebel 16 21 

43 21,28-29 7 YHWH >> Elijah 19 26 

44 22,11 3 ‘YHWH’>>Ahab/Jehoshaphat  6 9 
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45 22,17 2 YHWH >> Ahab 7 9 

46 22,20 2 YHWH >> Heavenly Host 8 10 

47 22,21 6 Spirit >> YHWH 2 8 

48 22,21 3 YHWH >> a Spirit 1 4 

49 22,22 6 Spirit >> YHWH 7 13 

50 22,22 1 YHWH >> a Spirit 6 7 

50 DSS 1 Kings 260 (10x26)  1190 (70x17) 1450 

Observation 22 References to YHWH’s words inside a message conveyed by a prophet are not 

regarded as belonging to the DS itself. Compared to the significant numerical features of the divine 
speeches in the books of 1 and 2 Samuel, the 50 divine utterances in 1 Kings (including the two by 
the Spirit in the meeting of the divine assembly) may at first sight appear to be of relatively little 
significance. However, a closer look revealed the following significant features: 

1. The 50 divine speeches, introduced by 260 words, have altogether 1190 (70x17) words! 

2. YHWH speaks a significant number of words to David: altogether 102 (6x17). 

3. In DS 6, YHWH speaks 26 words to David. 

4. Chapters 8-11, dealing with the dedication of the temple, YHWH’s promise to Solomon, his acts until 
his death, and the rebellion of Jeroboam, have altogether 442 (17x26) words spoken by YHWH. 

5. YHWH speaks twice to Jeroboam (DSS 13 and 23), altogether 238 (14x17) words: 155+83=238. 

6. In Chapter 20 (DSS 36-39) YHWH speaks altogether 52 (2x26) words to Ahab. 

7. In DSS 36-37 YHWH speaks 17 words to Ahab. 

8. In DS 14 Elohim speaks 34 (2x17) words to the man of God. 

9. In DS 43, including the introduction, 26 words are devoted to YHWH’s words spoken to Elijah. 

 

Significant speeches by humans 

Solomon >> Simei (2,36-37): 26 words.   

Hiram >> Solomon (5,21-23): 51 (3x17) words. 

The elders >> Rehoboam (12,7): 17 words.   

Man of God >> the aged prophet (13,16-17): 34 (2x17) words. 

Elijah >> Ahab (17,1): 17 words.  

Elijah >> the widow (17,12): 26 words.  

Elijah >> the people (18,22ff.): 51 (3x17) words.  

Elijah >> the prophets of Baal (18,25f.): 17 words.   

Elijah >> YHWH (18,36f.): 34 (2x17) words.  

Ahab >> the elders (20,7): 17 words.   

A prophet >> Ahab (20,13): 17 words.  

Ahab >> Jezebel (21,6): 26 words.   

Jezebel >> Ahab (21,15): 17 words. 

A messenger > Micaiah (22,13): 17 words.  

mailto:labuschagne.cj@gmail.com

