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Numerical Features of Jeremiah 21-29 
Please read the General Introduction 

For the compositional structure of the book as a whole, see the analysis of Jeremiah1-6, pp. 1-3. 
Segment 4: Jeremiah 21-29   Prophecies concerning Judah’s leaders 

The compositional structure based on layout markers, content and numerical considerations 
The paragraphs marked blue in Columns 1-3 are highlighted by multiples of 17 and 26. 

Vss Texts Words Let.  Sum w. P/S Compositional structure 

 Part 1: 21,1-14      Prophecies concerning Zedekiah and his house 

495 Jer 21,1 21 80 248 7414  §1 YHWH’s response to Zedekiah’s request: doom 
496 Jer 21,2 19 80 249-250 7433/40        S  
497 Jer 21,3 7 31  7440   
498 Jer 21,4 31 117 251 7471   
499 Jer 21,5 11 50  7482   
500 Jer 21,6 12 48  7494   
501 Jer 21,7 42 160 252 7536/103 []  

502 Jer 21,8 16 55 253 7552  §2 The choice for Judah between life and death 
503 Jer 21,9 18+ 77  7570  21,9-10  The fate of those who stay in the city: 34(2x17) w. 
504 Jer 21,10 16/34 (2x17) 57 254 7586/50 S  

505 Jer 21,11 6 24 255 7592  §3 YHWH’s message to the royal house of Judah 
506 Jer 21,12 22 82 256 7614   
507 Jer 21,13 15 64 257 7629   
508 Jer 21,14 12 54 258 7641/55 S  
14 Part 1: 21,1-14 248 979 11x 248   

 Part 2: 22,1-30      The fate of the house of Judah 

509 Jer 22,1 12+ 38 259 7653  §4 Jeremiah ordered to speak to the king and people 
510 Jer 22,2 16+ 63 260 7669 S This S draws attention to the prophecy in vs. 3ff. 
511 Jer 22,3 23/51 (3x17) 84 261 7692  22,1-3  YHWH urges the king to do justice: 51 (3X17) w. 
512 Jer 22,4 22 84  7714   
513 Jer 22,5 15 55 262 7729/88 S  

514 Jer 22,6 20+ 66 263 7749  §5 YHWH’s message sent to the king: he will die 
515 Jer 22,7 11+ 49  7760   
516 Jer 22,8 18+ 65 264 7778  The paragraph is highlighted by 78 (3x26) words. 
517 Jer 22,9 12+ 55 265 7790 S This S draws attention to the prophecy in v. 10. 
518 Jer 22,10 17/78 (2x26) 54  7807/78 S  

519 Jer 22,11 23 76 266 7830  §6 YHWH’s message concerning Shallum: his death 
520 Jer 22,12 13 43  7843/36 S  

521 Jer 22,13 15 55  7858  §7 Jehoiakim’s practices of injustice and violence  
522 Jer 22,14 14 58  7872   
523 Jer 22,15 15 54  7887   
524 Jer 22,16 12 40 267 7899   
525 Jer 22,17 17 59  7916/73 S 22,17  The essence of Shallum’s bad behaviour: 17 words.  

526 Jer 22,18 24 83 268 7940  §8 YHWH announces his death and donkey’s funeral 
527 Jer 22,19 8 38  7948/32 S  

528 Jer 22,20 12 52  7960  §9 Jerusalem’s doom announced 
529 Jer 22,21 13+ 52  7973   
530 Jer 22,22 13/26 49  7986  22,21-22  Jerusalem will be ashamed because of all her 
531 Jer 22,23 11 47  7997/49 [] wickedness: 26 words. 

532 Jer 22,24 19+ 65 269 8016  §10 The fate of Coniah, the son of Jehoiakim 
533 Jer 22,25 15/34 (3x17) 67  8031  22,24-25  YHWH will give Coniah into the hand of Nebu- 
534 Jer 22,26 15 53  8046  chadrezzar:  34 (2x17) words. 
535 Jer 22,27 12 40  8058/61 S  

536 Jer 22,28 21+ 75  8079  §11 Coniah is despised and dies childless 
537 Jer 22,29 6+ 20 270 8085 S This S draws attention to YHWH’s words in v. 30. 
538 Jer 22,30 24/51 (3x17) 81 271 8109/51 [] The paragraph is highlighted by 51 (3x17) words. 
30 Part 2: 22,1-30 468 (18x26) 1720 13x 468 (18x26)  Part 2: 22,1-30 is sealed as a distinct literary unit by 468 w. 
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 Part 3: 23,1-8      YHWH judges the shepherds and promises new times 

539 Jer 23,1 9 37 272 8118  §12 YHWH warns the shepherds of his people 
540 Jer 23,2 27 99 273-274 8145   
541 Jer 23,3 17 65  8162  23,3  YHWH will gather the remnant of his flock: 17 words. 
542 Jer 23,4 13 53 275 8175/66 S  

543 Jer 23,5 16+ 65+ 276 8191  §13 YHWH promises restoration for the king and Israel 
544 Jer 23,6 12+ 51+ 277 8203/28 S This S draws attention to God’s words in vs. 7-8. 
545 Jer 23,7 18+ 64+ 278-279 8221  The paragraph is highlighted by 68 (4x17) words and 260 
546 Jer 23,8 22/68(4x17) 80/260 280 8243/40 S (10x26) letters. 
8 Part 3: 23,1-8 134 514 9x 134  Parts 1-3 (21,1-23,8) are sealed by 52 (2x26) verses,  
52 Parts 1-3: 21,1-23,8 850 (50x17) 3213 33x 850 (50x17)  850 (50x17) words, and 3213 (189x17) letters. 

 Part 4: 23,9-40      Prophecies concerning the false prophets 

547 Jer 23,9 18 76 281 8261  §14 Jeremiah is concerned about the evil in the land  
548 Jer 23,10 18 69  8279   
549 Jer 23,11 12 40 282 8291   
550 Jer 23,12 17 67 283 8308  23,12  YHWH will bring evil upon the people: 17 words. 
551 Jer 23,13 11 47  8319 S This S draws attention to God’s words in v. 14. 
552 Jer 23,14 20 87  8339 S This S draws attention to God’s words in v. 15.  
553 Jer 23,15 22 85 284 8361/118 P  

554 Jer 23,16 20 76 285-286 8381  §15 The people should not listen to the prophets 
555 Jer 23,17 17 66 287 8398  23,17  They fill the people with vain hopes: 17 words. 
556 Jer 23,18 13 46 288 8411/50 S  

557 Jer 23,19 11+ 42 289 8422  §16 Jeremiah warns: YHWH’s anger will not turn back 
558 Jer 23,20 15/26 58 290 8437  23,19-20  The people will understand this shortly: 26 w. 
559 Jer 23,21 11 40  8448   
560 Jer 23,22 12 52  8460/49 S  

561 Jer 23,23 8+ 30 291 8468  §17 YHWH’s word and the dreams of the prophets 
562 Jer 23,24 18/26 65 292-293 8486  23,23-24  YHWH is everywhere and hears their lies: 26 w. 
563 Jer 23,25 11 47  8497   
564 Jer 23,26 10+ 38  8507   
565 Jer 23,27 16/26 65  8523  23,26-27  How long shall they go on telling lies?: 26 w.   
566 Jer 23,28 18 63 294 8541   
567 Jer 23,29 9 33 295 8550/90 S  

568 Jer 23,30 11 41 296 8561  §18 YHWH is against these prophets: his burden 
569 Jer 23,31 9+ 39 297 8570  23,31-32  YHWH is against those who say “YHWH says” 
570 Jer 23,32 25/34 (2x17) 106 298-299 8595  and lead his people astray: 34 (2x17) words. 
571 Jer 23,33 21+ 73 300-301 8616  23,33-34  YHWH will punish those who are a burden to 
572 Jer 23,34 13/34 (2x17) 52 302 8629  him: 34 (2x17) words. 
573 Jer 23,35 14 45 303-304 8643   
574 Jer 23,36 18 72 305-306 8661   
575 Jer 23,37 10 32 307-308 8671   
576 Jer 23,38 22 79 309-312 8693   
577 Jer 23,39 15 62  8708  23,19-40 (§§16-18): God’s anger against the prophets 
578 Jer 23,40 9 37  8717/167 S who tell lies in his name: 49+90+167=306 (18x17) words. 
32 Part 4: 23,9-40 474 1830 32x 474   

 Part 5: 24-26      The after-effects of Jeremiah’s prophecies 

579 Jer 24,1 31 134 313-314 8748  §19 The vision of the two baskets of figs 
580 Jer 24,2 16 64  8764 S This S draws attention to God’s words in v. 2. 
581 Jer 24,3 20 80 315 8784/67 P  

582 Jer 24,4 5+ 18 316 8789  §20 YHWH explains the meaning of the vision 
583 Jer 24,5 21/26 81 317 8810   
584 Jer 24,6 14+ 64  8824  The paragraph is highlighted by 26+34(2x17) words. 
585 Jer 24,7 20/34 (2x17) 68 318 8844/60 S  

586 Jer 24,8 27 110 319 8871  §21 Zedekiah and the remnant will be destroyed 
587 Jer 24,9 15 69  8886   
588 Jer 24,10 16 59  8902/58 P  
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589 Jer 25,1 22 93  8924  §22 Jeremiah’s prophecy in Nebuchadressar’s first year 
590 Jer 25,2 13 47  8937   
591 Jer 25,3 26+ 97 320 8963  25,3-6  God will do Judah and Jerusalem no harm if they 
592 Jer 25,4 16+ 63 321 8979  will be loyal to him: 104 (4x26) words. 
593 Jer 25,5 20+ 80 322 8999   
594 Jer 25,6 16/104 (4x26) 69  9015  24,8-25,7 (§§ 21-23) has altogether 182 (7x26) words. 
595 Jer 25,7 11 45 323 9026/124 S  

596 Jer 25,8 11 36 324 9037  §23 YHWH’s judgement on Babylon after 70 years 
597 Jer 25,9 31 134 325 9068   
598 Jer 25,10 14+ 51  9082   
599 Jer 25,11 14+ 54  9096/70  25,8-11  Note the symbolic reference to the 70 years of  
600 Jer 25,12 22+ 83 326 9118  the exile by 70 words! Compare 20,4-6 and 52,31-34! 
601 Jer 25,13 21+ 74  9139   
602 Jer 25,14 14/85 (5x17) 58  9153/127 S  

603 Jer 25,15 24+ 84 327 9177  §24 Jeremiah makes the nations drink the wine cup 
604 Jer 25,16 9+ 41  9186   
605 Jer 25,17 13+ 48 328-329 9199  The entire paragraph is highlighted by 170 (10x17) words. 
606 Jer 25,18 17+ 66  9216   
607 Jer 25,19 11+ 37  9227   
608 Jer 25,20 22+ 79  9249   
609 Jer 25,21 7+ 23  9256   
610 Jer 25,22 14+ 45  9270   
611 Jer 25,23 10+ 32  9280   
612 Jer 25,24 10+ 36  9290   
613 Jer 25,25 12+ 38  9302   
614 Jer 25,26 21/170 (10x17) 82  9323/170 []  

615a Jer 25,27a 2 10  9325/2 S §25 YHWH’s message to the nations to warn them 
615b Jer 25,27b 18+ 72 330 9343  This S draws attention to God’s message to the nations  
616 Jer 25,28 15+ 59 331 9358  in vs. 27S-31, which is highlighted by 104 (4x26) words 
617 Jer 25,29 26+ 87 332 9384  and as such delimited. 
618 Jer 25,30 27+ 106 333 9411   
619 Jer 25,31 18/104 (4x26) 64 334-335 9429/104 S  

620 Jer 25,32 15 54 336 9444  §26 YHWH’s denunciation of the nations 
621 Jer 25,33 21 79 337 9465   
622 Jer 25,34 14+ 72  9479  25,34-38  The lament on those slain by YHWH: 52 words. 
623 Jer 25,35 7+ 31  9486   
624 Jer 25,36 11+ 43 338 9497  25,15-38 (§§24-26) The entire section dealing with the  
625 Jer 25,37 7+ 28 339 9504  incident of the wine cup of wrath, has 364(14x26) words. 
626 Jer 25,38 13/52 (2x26) 50  9517/88 P  

627 Jer 26,1 13 56 340 9530  §27 The prophecy about the temple and Jerusalem 
628 Jer 26,2 26 96 341-343 9556  26,2-3  YHWH orders Jeremiah to speak in the temple: 
629 Jer 26,3 17 69  9573  Perhaps the worshippers will listen and repent: 26+17 w.  
630 Jer 26,4 14 54 344 9587   
631 Jer 26,5 13+ 52  9600  26,5-6  In case they will not listen YHWH will make the  
632 Jer 26,6 13/26 49  9613/96 S temple like Shiloh and the city a curse: 14+26 words. 

633 Jer 26,7 13 57 345 9626  §28 The reaction of the priests and prophets 
634 Jer 26,8 22 83 346 9648   
635 Jer 26,9 21 81 347-348 9669   
636 Jer 26,10 16 66 349-350 9685/72 S  

637 Jer 26,11 21 83  9706  §29 The clergy demand Jeremiah’s execution 
638 Jer 26,12 23 84 351 9729   
639 Jer 26,13 15 69 352-353 9744   
640 Jer 26,14 8 34  9752   
641 Jer 26,15 30 108 354 9782/97 S  

642 Jer 26,16 19+ 75 355 9801  §30 The princes interfere; the elders refer to Micah 
643 Jer 26,17 10+ 39  9811   
644 Jer 26,18 28+ 112 356 9839  The paragraph is highlighted by 85 (5x17) words. 
645 Jer 26,19 28/85 (5x17) 110 357-359 9867/85 []  
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646 Jer 26,20 21 85 360 9888  §31 Jeremiah is protected by his supporters  
647 Jer 26,21 18 83  9906   
648 Jer 26,22 13 56  9919   
649 Jer 26,23 17 73  9936  26,23  The king kills Uriah, Jeremiah’s colleague: 17 words.  
650 Jer 26,24 14 48  9950/168 P  
72 Part 5: 24-26 1233 4819 48x 1233  Jeremiah 1-26  is made up of 650 (25x26) verses. 

 Part 6: 27-28      Jeremiah and the false prophets 

651 Jer 27,1 15+ 62 361 9965  §32 The symbolism of the thongs and yoke-bars 
652 Jer 27,2 11/26 40 362 9976  27,1-2  Jeremiah puts yoke-bars upon his neck: 26 words. 
653 Jer 27,3 25 93  10001   
654 Jer 27,4 15 58 363 10016   
655 Jer 27,5 20 81  10036   
656 Jer 27,6 19 71  10055   
657 Jer 27,7 21 70  10076   
658 Jer 27,8 33 119 364 10109   
659 Jer 27,9 23 91  10132   
660 Jer 27,10 13 53  10145  27,11  YHWH will spare the nations who bring their neck  
661 Jer 27,11 17 65 365 10162/212 [] under the yoke of the king of Babylon: 17 words. 

662 Jer 27,12 19 77  10181  §33 The warning Jeremiah gives to Zedekiah  
663 Jer 27,13 18 62 366 10199   
664 Jer 27,14 18 65  10217   
665 Jer 27,15 17 71 367 10234  27,15  YHWH has not sent these prophets! 17 words. 
666 Jer 27,16 32+ 118 368-369 10266  27,16-18  The people must not listen to what their  
667 Jer 27,17 13+ 47  10279  prophets say about the temple vessels: 68 (4x17) words. 
668 Jer 27,18 23/68 (4x17) 94 370-372 10302/140 P  

669 Jer 27,19 17+ 65 373 10319  §34 The remaining vessels will also be carried away 
670 Jer 27,20 20+ 86  10339 S This S draws attention to God’s words in vs. 21-22. 
671 Jer 27,21 16+ 65 374-375 10355  The entire paragraph is highlighted by 68 (4x17) words. 
672 Jer 27,22 15/68(4x17) 62 376 10370/68 P  

673 Jer 28,1 27 116 377 10397  §35 The confrontation between Hananiah and Jeremiah 
674 Jer 28,2 12 42 378 10409   
675 Jer 28,3 23 84 379 10432   
676 Jer 28,4 25 88 380 10457   
677 Jer 28,5 14 63 381 10471   
678 Jer 28,6 23+ 86 382-384 10494  28,6-11  Jeremiah’s response and Hananiah’s reaction: 
679 Jer 28,7 12+ 41  10506  102 (6x17) words. 
680 Jer 28,8 17+ 77  10523   
681 Jer 28,9 13+ 52 385 10536   
682 Jer 28,10 10 45  10546   
683 Jer 28,11 27/102 (6x17) 104 386 10573/203 P  

684 Jer 28,12 16 64 387 10589  §36 YHWH’s message to Hananiah and his death 
685 Jer 28,13 15+ 58 388 10604   
686 Jer 28,14 27+ 96 389 10631  28,13-17  The words spoken by Jeremiah followed by  
687 Jer 28,15 19+ 69 390 10650  Hananiah’s death and Jeremiah’s departure: 85 (5x17) w. 
688 Jer 28,16 17+ 56 391-392 10667  28,16  YHWH pronounces the death sentence: 17 words. 
689 Jer 28,17 7/85 (5x17) 32  10674/101 P  
39 Part 6: 27-28 724 2788 32x 724  Part 6: 27-28 has 2788 (164x17) letters. 
143 Pts. 4-6: 23,9-28,17 2431 (143x17) 9437 112x 2431  Parts 4-6 (23,9-28,17) are sealed by 2431 (143x17) words. 
195 Pts. 1-6: 21,1-28,17 3281 (193x17) 12650 145x 3281   Parts 1-6 (21,1-28,17) are sealed by 3281 (193x17) words. 

 Part 7: 29,1-32      Jeremiah’s letter to the exiles in Babylon 

690 Jer 29,1 24 103  10698  §37 Particulars about the sending of the letter 
691 Jer 29,2 12 64  10710   
692 Jer 29,3 18 70  10728/54 S  

693 Jer 29,4 12 51 393 10740  §38 The first divine message 
694 Jer 29,5 8 31  10748   
695 Jer 29,6 19 85  10767  29,7  YHWH urges the exiles to seek the welfare of the 
696 Jer 29,7 17 67 394 10784/56 P city of Babylon and pray on its behalf: 17 words. 
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697 Jer 29,8 21 87 395 10805  §39 The second divine message 
698 Jer 29,9 10 35 396 10815/31 S  

699 Jer 29,10 22 80 397 10837  §40 The third and fourth divine messages 
700 Jer 29,11 19+ 74 398 10856   
701 Jer 29,12 7/26 37  10863  29,11-14  YHWH’s promises concerning his plans for  
702 Jer 29,13 7+ 31  10870  reconciliation and the restoration of the exiles: 26+34 w. 
703 Jer 29,14 27/34 (2x17) 113 399-400 10897   
704 Jer 29,15 7 27 401 10904/89 S The function of this S is to draw attention to vs. 16-20, 
705 Jer 29,16 22 74 402 10926  the additional message informing the exiles about the  
706 Jer 29,17 21 78 403 10947  fate of the people, who have remained in Jerusalem. 
707 Jer 29,18 19 89  10966   
708 Jer 29,19 20 73 404-405 10986   
709 Jer 29,20 10 41 406 10996/92 S  

710 Jer 29,21 27 107 407 11023  §41 YHWH’s  denunciation of two false prophets 
711 Jer 29,22 18 69 408 11041   
712 Jer 29,23 21 82 409 11062/66 S  

713 Jer 29,24 5+ 23  11067  §42 YHWH’s message to Shemaiah concluding the letter 
714 Jer 29,25 27+ 101 410 11094   
715 Jer 29,26 20/52 (2x26) 81 411-412 11114  29,24-26   This section of the DS has 52 (2x26) words. 
716 Jer 29,27 8 35  11122   
717 Jer 29,28 17 60  11139  29,28 Jeremiah’s prophecy about the exiles is cited: 17w.  
718 Jer 29,29 9 39  11148/86 P     

719 Jer 29,30 6 23 413 11154  §43 YHWH’s message to the exiles about Shemaiah 
720 Jer 29,31 23 81 414 11177   
721 Jer 29,32 33 109 415-417 11210/62 S  
32 Part 7 (29,1-32) 536 2120 25x 536   

227 Segm. 4 (21-29) 3817 14770 170x 3817   

Observation 1  Segment 4 (21-29) is finalized and sealed by 170 instances of the name YHWH. Moreover, 160 of 
the 227 verses (70%) and 2264 of the 3817 words (59%) are highlighted by 17 and 26.  

Observation 2  Three relatively large crucial passages stand out by their meaningful number of words: 

 The dreadful fate of the royal house of Judah (22,1-30): 468 (18x26) words. 

 YHWH’s anger against the false prophets (23,19-40): 306 (18x17) words. 

 The incident of the wine cup of wrath to be drunk by all nations (25,15-38): 364 (14x26) words. 

Observation 3  The numerical features have shed new light on the macro structure of Segment 4 (21-29). 
It divides into three main sections, of which the first two are finalized and sealed by multiples of 17 and 26. 

I: 21,1-23,8 Prophecies about Judah’s royal house: S  52 (2x26) vs; 850 (50x17) w; 3213 (189x17) letters. 

II: 23,9-28,17 Jeremiah’s confrontation with the false prophets vis-à-vis the crisis: P  2431 (143x17) words. 

III: 29,1-32  Jeremiah’s letter to the exiles in Babylonia: S  536 words. 

In this respect, on the level of words, 3281 (193x17) of the 3817 words (86%) are highlighted by 17 and 26. 

Crucial passages in Segment 4 (21-29) highlighted by 17 and 26 

1. The fate of those who stay in the city (21,9-10): 34(2x17) words. 

2. YHWH urges the king to do justice (22,1-3): 51 (3X17) words. 

3. YHWH’s message sent to the king: he will die (22,6-10): 78 (3x26) words. 

4. The essence of Shallum’s bad behaviour (22,17): 17 words. 

5. YHWH will give Coniah into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar (22,24-25):  34 (2x17) words. 

6. Coniah is despised and dies childless (22,28-30): 51 (3x17) words. 

7. YHWH will gather the remnant of his flock (23,3): 17 words. 

8. YHWH promises restoration for the king and for Israel (23,5-8): 68 (4x17) words and 260 letters. 

9. YHWH will bring evil upon the people (23,12): 17 words. 
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10. They fill the people with vain hopes (23,17): 17 words. 

11. The people will understand this shortly (23,19-20): 26 words. 

12. YHWH is everywhere and hears the lies of the prophets (23,23-24): 26 words. 

13. How long shall they go on telling lies? (23,26-27): 26 words. 

14. YHWH is against those who say “YHWH says” and lead his people astray (23,31-32): 34 (2x17) words. 

15. YHWH will punish those who are a burden to him (23,33-34): 34 (2x17) words. 

16. YHWH explains the meaning of the vision of the figs (24,4-7): 26+34(2x17) words.  

17. God will do Judah and Jerusalem no harm if they will be loyal to him (25,3-6): 78 (3x26) words. 

18. Jeremiah makes the nations drink the wine cup (25,15-26): 170 (10x17) words. 

19. YHWH’s warning to the nations (25,27S-31): 104 (4x26) words delimited by S and S! The S within v. 27 
has the function of drawing special attention to YHWH’s message – See the Hebrew text  below. 

20. The lament on those slain by YHWH (25,34-38): 52 (2x26) words. 

21. Perhaps the worshippers will listen to Jeremiah’s prophecy and repent (26,2-3): 26+17 words. 

22. The princes interfere and the elders refer to Micah’s prophecy (26,16-19): 85 (5x17) words. 

23. The king kills Uriah, Jeremiah’s colleague (26,23): 17 words.  

24. YHWH will spare the nations who bring their neck under the yoke of Babylon (27,11): 17 words. 

25. YHWH has not sent these prophets! (27,15): 17 words. 

26. The people must not listen to what prophets say about the temple vessels (27,16-18): 68 (4x17) words. 

27. The remaining vessels will also be carried away (27,19-22): 68 (4x17) words. 

28. Jeremiah’s response and Hananiah’s reaction (28,6-11): 102 (6x17) words. 

29. Jeremiah speaks to Hanaiah, Hananiah’s death and Jeremiah’s departure (28,13-17): 85 (5x17) words. 

30. YHWH pronounces the death sentence on Hanaiah (28,16): 17 words. 

31. YHWH urges the exiles to seek the welfare of Babylon and pray on its behalf (29,7): 17 words. 

32. YHWH’s plans for reconciliation and the restoration of the exiles (29,11-14): 26+34 words. 

33. This section of the DS (29,24-26): 52 (2x26) words. 

34. In his letter Shemaiah refers to Jeremiah’s prophecy about the exiles (29,28): 17 words.  
 

Words attributed to YHWH in Jeremiah 21-29 

The introductions at the beginning of the divine speeches are not part of the divine speeches. As for the 
formulae referring to God’s speaking, however, such as     and      within and at the end of 

the speeches (Ref. For.), it is difficult to say whether they are integral parts of the speeches or editorial notes. 
Therefore, in the overview I shall register them separately. In any case, they stress the divine character of the 
words attributed to God. When it concerns speeches in which YHWH tells the prophet precisely what he 
must say to the people (preformulated messages), such formulae are part and parcel of the divine speeches. 

Column 1: The numbering of the divine speeches (DS) 

Column 2: The texts in which they are to be found (Text) 

Column 3: The addressees (Addressee) 

Column 4: The number of words in the introductions (Introduction) 

Column 5: The number of words in the divine speeches as such (Divine Speech) 

Column 6: The number of words in the formulae referring to God’s words (Referring Formulae) 

Column 7: The number of words in the DSS including the Referring Formulae (DS + Ref. For.) 

Column 8: The total number of words devoted to God’s speaking (Total). 
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 DS Text Addressee Intro Divine Speech Ref. For. DS + Ref. For. Total 
1 21,4-7 Message to Zedekiah 5 89 2 91 96 

2 21,8-10 Message to people   3 41   130  (5x26) 2 43 46 

3 21,12-14 Royal house of Judah 5 40  4 44 49 

4 22,1-5 Royal house of Judah 3 85 (5x17)   156 (6x26)   0 85 (5x17) 88+ 

5 22,6-7 Royal house of Judah 0 31      0 31 31/ 119 (7x17) 

6 22,11-12 Concerning Shallum 19 17 0 36 36 
7 22,13-17 Concerning Jehoiakim 0 71 2 73 73 

8 22,18-19 Concerning Jehoiakim 10 22   0 32 32 

9 22,20-23 Jerusalem / a queen? 0 49    0 49 49 

10 22,24-27 Concerning Jehoiakim 0 59 2 61 61 

11 22,29-30 The land of Judah 9 21 0 21 30 

12 23,1 Concerning the shepherds 0 7                 2 9 9 

13 23,2-4 Concerning the shepherds 6 47    4 51 (3x17) 57 
14 23,5-6 Concerning the shepherds 0 26 2 28 28 

15 23,7-8 Concerning the shepherds 0 38 2 40 40 

16 23,10-14   Concerning the prophets 0 74     754 (29x26) 4 78 (3x26) 78 (3x26) 

17 23,15   Concerning the prophets 7 15 0 15 22 

18 23,16-18   The people of Judah 4 46 0 46 50 

19 23,21-22 The people of Judah 0 23 0 23 23 

20 23,23-29 The people of Judah 0 80 10 90 90 
21 23,30-32   The people of Judah 0 37 8 45 45 

22 23,33-40 The people of Judah 0 122 0 122 122 

23 24,3a Jeremiah (to me) 3  4 0 4 7 

24 24,4-7 Jeremiah (to me) 10/84 50  0 50 60 

25 24,8-10 Jeremiah 0 54 4 58 58 

26 25,4-7 God’s servants, prophets 17 44      2 46 63 

27 25,8-14   Judah and Jerusalem 5 118    520 (20x26) 4 122 127 
28 25,15-16 Jeremiah  7 26  0 26+ 33 
29 25,26b-31 Jeremiah  0 110   0 110/136 (8x17) 110 
30 25,32 Jeremiah 0 15 0 15 15 

31 26,1-6 Jeremiah 16 80 0 80 96 

32 26,9a Jeremiah’s prophecy cited 5 9 0 9 14 

33 26,18 Micah’s prophecy cited 18 10  0 10 28 

34 27,1-11 Jeremiah 19 193 0 193 212 

35 27,13b-15 Jeremiah 11/182 33          260 (10x26) 2 35 46                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

36 27,16 Jeremiah>the people 3 21+    0 21 24 
37 27,19-22 No addressee 53/238 13/34  (2x17) 2 15 68 (4x17) 

38 28,1-4 Hananiah > Jeremiah 34 (2x17) 51 (3x17) 2 53 87 

39 28,11 Hananiah > the people 3 14 0 14 17 

40 28,12-14 Message to Hananiah 16 42 0 42 58 

41 28,16 Message to Hananiah 4                                                                                                                                                                                                             13 0 13 17 

42 29,4-7 Message to the exiles 6 50+       0 50   56 

43 29,8-9 Message to the exiles 7 22+ 2 31   31 
44 29,10-14 Message to the exiles 4 72+ 6 78 (3x26) 82 

45 29,16-19 About king and people 26 52+         364 (14x26) 4 66 92 

46 29,20 About the people 4 6+ 0 6 10 

47 29,21-23 Message to the exiles 6 58/260 2 60 66 

48 29,25-27 Message to Shemaiah 7 48+  0 48+ 55 

49 29,30-32 Jeremiah > the exiles 6  56/104  [56=5+51(3x17)] 0 56/104 (4x26) 62 

49 Segment 4: 21-29  361 2304 74 2378  2739 

I am deeply indebted to Klaas Eikelenboom, the designer of the software to do the counting, for his invaluable assistance in detecting and 
delimiting the Divine Speeches.   

Observation 4  In the 49 Divine Speeches 1986 of the 2304 words are governed by 17 and 26, that is no less than 86%. 

The grand totals in the last row are not significant, but the more so are the groups of divine speeches: 
DSS 1-2 (21,4-10), YHWH’s messages to King Zedekiah and the people of Judah respectively, have 130 (5x26) words. 
DSS 3-5 (21,12-22,7), YHWH’s messages to the royal house of Judah, have 156 (6x26) words. 
DSS 6-22 (22,11-23,40) have altogether 754 (29x26) words.  
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DSS 1-22 (21,4-23,40) have altogether 1040 (40x26) words. 
DS 13 (23,2-4), including the referring formulae, has 51 (3x17) words.  
DS 16 (23,10-14), including the referring formulae, has 78 (3x26) words. 
DSS 23-33 (24,3a-26,18) have altogether 520 (20x26) words.  
DS 28-29 (25,15-31): YHWH speaks to Jeremiah about the cup of wrath for the nations: 136 (8x17) words. 
DSS 34-38 (27,1-28,4) have altogether 260 (10x26) words. 
In DS 37 (27,19-22) altogether 68 (4x17) words are devoted to YHWH’s speaking about the deportation. 
In DS 38 (28,1-4) 34 (2x17) words are used to introduce Hananiah’s prophecy, which is made up of 51 (3x17) words. 
In DS 39 (28,11) 17 words are devoted to Hananiah’s prophecy spoken to the people.  
DS 41 (28,16), YHWH’s message to Hananiah in which he sentences him to death, is made up of 17 words (Column 8). 
DS 44 (29,10-14), including the referring formulae, has 78 (3x26) words. 
DSS 42-47 (29,4-23) have altogether 260 words. Within them, DS 45 (29,16-19) stands out as spoken to the king and 
people in Jerusalem. It is specifically highlighted by having 26 words in the introduction and 52 (2x26) in the speech. 
DSS 42-49 (29,4-32), the divine messages to the non-exiles and the exiles, have altogether 364 (14x26) words.  

The underlined words are part of the divine speeches contrary to those marked green     Jeremiah 21    

             
             

           
                     

YHWH’s message to King Zedekiah                                
1  21,4-7  5+89+2[91]=96                      

             
              

                 
                  

           
            

            
                    

YHWH’s message to the people of Judah                     
2  21,8-10  3+41+2[43]=46                                         

                 
                    

               
YHWH’s message to the royal house of Judah          

3  21,12-14  5+40+4[44]=49                                                                                
17 words                                                  

Execute justice!                  
           

             
           

            

mailto:labuschagne.cj@gmail.com
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YHWH sends Jeremiah to speak personally to the royal house of Judah                Jeremiah 22    

4  22,1-5  3+85=88                      
85 = 5x17                                      

              
               

                    
                

                
              

          

5  22,6-7  0+31=31                                                                
      

         
         

        

                 
                

                
              

              

6  22,11-12  19+17=36                   
                

                     

7  22,13-17  0+71+2[73]=73                               
         

              
            

         
            

         
            

              

8  22,18-19  10+22=32                  
                      

                 

9  22,20-23  0+49=49                                                         
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         
                   

                   
                 

10  22,24-27  0+59+2[61]=61                                           
              

               
          

             
        

                 

                
               

11  22,29-30  9+21=30                                                                     
                    

              
YHWH’s judgement of the prophets who are supposed to care for the people       Jeremiah 23    

12  23,1  0+7+2[9]=9                                                 
13  23,2-4  6+47+4[51]=57                        

51=3x17                           
               

            
                 

            

14  23,5-6  0+26+2[28]=28                                  
          

           
        

15  23,7-8  0+38+2[40]=40                     
             

            
            

             
                

16  23,10-14  0+74+4[78]=78 (3x26)                                                 
                     
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                   
              

          
         

            
         

         
     

             

17  23,15  7+15=22                                                      
         

               

18  23,16-18  4+46=50                                                                           
            

       
               

             
                      

                 
             

          

19  23,21-22  0+23=23                                                        
        

                     

20  23,23-29  0+80+10[90]=90                      
               

           
                  

               
               

          
               

        
                  


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21  23,30-32  0+37+8[45]=45                

               
                 

               
        

22  23,33-40  0+122=122                         
                 

               
               

               
                

            
                     

               
                 

        
                   

The vision of the two baskets of figs YHWH showed Jeremiah              Jeremiah 24    

                
              

           
               

             

23  24,3a  3+4=7                                       
                

24  24,4-7  10+50=60                               
              

         
              

            
                

               

25  24,8-10  0+54+4[58]=58                 
                

         
               
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               
                  

The words Jeremiah spoke concerning the people of Judah in the 4th year of Jehoiakim  Jeremiah 25    

            
            

              
              

            
                 

             
26  25,4-7  17+44+2[46]=63                          

             
                

             
            

                     

27  25,8-14  5+118+4[122]=127                
                

             
               

               
               

              
              

                
             

                
                

         

28  25,15-16  7+26=33                            
                 

               

25,17-26a contains the list of all the nations whom Jeremiah made drink the cup of wrath. 
                     

          
             
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              
           

                 
               

                    
                 

               
                

                 
This is the end of the list of nations.              

       Therefore, the following four words in 26b are the continuation of the divine speech.  

29  25,26b-31  0+6S+104=110                                 
                                    

                   
               

                 
               

             
               

           
               

                    
           

30  25,32  0+15=15                                            
       

               
                  

            
              

             
           

       
          

           
          


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Jeremiah’s prophecy about the temple, for which he is threatened with death     Jeremiah 26    

             
31  26,1-6  16+80=96                                            

                
             

              
               

               
               

              
             

                  
                

                  
32  26,9a  5+9=14                                          

The priests and prophets cite Jeremiah’s prophecy            
           

                 
            

                 
           

               
            

                
               

                  
                 

                    
              

               
                  

The elders of the land refer to Micah’s prophecy               
 33  26,18  18+10=28                        

                 

             
             

          
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               
                

                  
              

                 
                  

                   
                     
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              
34  27,1-11  19+193=212                   

          
                    

           
                    

       
                      

        
                        

                  
                   

                
                

               
               

                     
                 

                  
            

          
               

          
35  27,13b-15  11+33+2[35]=46                      

                                                  
              

             
               
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             
36  27,16  3+21=24                                  

                   
                

                 
              

           

37  27,19-22  53+13+2[15]=68                 
                

              
This exceptionally long introduction emphasizes the                    
dramatic event of the deportation. Moreover,               
it is highlighted by 68 words.                

               
               
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38  28,1-4  34+51+2[53]=87                      
34=2x17  51=3x17 !                 

Another dramatic event!                               
Hananiah is the                         
prototype of the                           
false prophets, illustrating                
their distinctive characteristics.                              

             
       

          
             

                    
            

                
                 

           
       

              
                  


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   39  28,11  3+14=17                                           
Hananiah >> the people                 

               

40  28,12-14  16+42=58                                                                          
                

         
                

                 
               

                    
             

41  28,16  4+13= 17                         
Hananiah’s death sentence                                                     

              

Jeremiah’s letter to the exiles                                                                                       Jeremiah 29    

             
              

         
                    

             
              

42  29,4-7  6+50=56                     
                  

                   
             

                
         

43  29,8-9  7+22+2[31]=31                                                  
Addressed to the exiles in Babylonia                  

         
                  

44  29,10-14  4+72+6[78]=82                   
                          
                        

             
                
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             
                    

         
             

                
45  29,16-19  26+52+4[56]=82                           
Addressed to the king                 
and the people in Judah                       

              
               

             
          

                 
46  29,20  4+6=10                   
47  29,21-23  6+58+2[60]=66                                                       

             
               

             
             

                 
                  

                         
48  29,25-27  7+48=55                                                    

               
           

               
              

              
             

              
                  

49  29,30-32  6+56=62                    
           

               
               
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