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 Numerical Features of Jeremiah 7-12 
Please read the General Introduction 

For the compositional structure of the book as a whole, see the analysis of Jeremiah1-6, pp. 1-3. 

Segment 2: Jeremiah 7-12  Prophecies concerning the coming disaster  
The compositional structure based on layout markers, content and numerical considerations 

The paragraphs marked blue in Columns 1-3 are highlighted by multiples of 17 and 26. 

Vss Texts Words Lett.   Sum words P/S Compositional structure 

 Part 1: 7,1-10,25      Judah’s punishment for the broken covenant 
174 Jer 7,1 8 29 85 2463  §1 God sends Jeremiah to proclaim his words 

175 Jer 7,2 20 80 86-88 2483/28 S  

176 Jer 7,3 13 61 89 2496  §2 Jeremiah’s appeal to Israel to amend their ways 

177 Jer 7,4 14 51 90-92 2510/27 []  

178 Jer 7,5 16+ 60  2526  §3 The prerequisites for survival in the land 
179 Jer 7,6 18+ 67  2544   

180 Jer 7,7 12+ 51  2556   

181 Jer 7,8 9+ 34  2565  The paragraph is highlighted by 102 (6x17) words. 

182 Jer 7,9 14+ 56  2579   

183 Jer 7,10 17+ 70  2596   

184 Jer 7,11 16/102(6x17) 62 93 2612/102 S  

 185 Jer 7,12 21+ 73  2633  §4 YHWH threatens to have the temple ruined 
186 Jer 7,13 19+ 77 94 2652   

187 Jer 7,14 18+ 75  2670   

188 Jer 7,15 13+ 48  2683/71 S  

189 Jer 7,16 18+ 60  2701  §5 YHWH forbids Jeremiah to pray for Israel 
190 Jer 7,17 9+ 38  2710   

191 Jer 7,18 20+ 95  2730   §§4-5 are highlighted by 153 (9x17) words. 

192 Jer 7,19 10+ 38 95 2740 S This S draws attention to what follows in v. 20. 

193 Jer 7,20 25/153(9x17) 87 96 2765/82 S  

194 Jer 7,21 12+ 49 97 2777  §6 He must remember that Israel never listened  
195 Jer 7,22 16+ 63  2793   

196 Jer 7,23 26+ 98  2819  The paragraph is highlighted by 130 (5x26) words. 

197 Jer 7,24 15+ 60  2834   

198 Jer 7,25 19+ 75  2853   

199 Jer 7,26 12+ 44  2865    
200 Jer 7,27 13+ 55  2878   

201 Jer 7,28 17/130(5x26) 71 98 2895/130 S  

202 Jer 7,29 14 51 99 2909  §7 The impending punishment of Judah 

203 Jer 7,30 16 62 100 2925  7,30-31 The Divine Speech has 34 (2x17) words. 

204 Jer 7,31 20 69  2945/50 S  

205 Jer 7,32 21 73 101 2966  §8 YHWH foretells the disaster for Judah 

206 Jer 7,33 11 48  2977   

207 Jer 7,34 17 70  2994  7,34  The land shall become a waste: 17 words. 

208 Jer 8,1 23 103 102 3017   

209 Jer 8,2 27 113  3044   
210 Jer 8,3 19 84 103 3063/118 S  

211 Jer 8,4 12+ 45 104 3075  §9 The Israelites refuse to listen and repent 

212 Jer 8,5 11+ 49  3086   

213 Jer 8,6 19+ 73  3105  The paragraph is highlighted by 85 (5x17) words. 
214 Jer 8,7 18+ 66 105 3123   

215 Jer 8,8 14+ 55 106 3137   

216 Jer 8,9 11/85(5x17) 44 107 3148/85 S  

217 Jer 8,10 20+ 75  3168  §10 They say “Peace, peace” but there is none 

218 Jer 8,11 12+ 41  3180  The paragraph is highlighted by 51 (3x17) words. 
219 Jer 8,12 19/51(3x17) 69 108 3199/51 S  
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220 Jer 8,13 15 62 109 3214  §11 The people want to seek shelter from disaster 

221 Jer 8,14 21 81 110-111 3235   

222 Jer 8,15 8 30  3243   

223 Jer 8,16 17 73  3260 S 8,16  Enemies are going to devour the land: 17 w. 
224 Jer 8,17 14 52 112 3274/75 S  

225 Jer 8,18 6+ 24  3280  §12 Jeremiah’s lament for Judah and Jerusalem 

226 Jer 8,19 19+ 75 113 3299   

227 Jer 8,20 7+ 28  3306  The paragraph is highlighted by 102 (6x17) words. 

228 Jer 8,21 8+ 31  3314   
229 Jer 8,22 14+ 43  3328   

230 Jer 8,23 14+/68 50  3342   

231 Jer 9,1 15+ 61  3357   

232 Jer 9,2 19/102(6x17) 69 114 3376/102 S 9,2 The Divine Speech has 17 words. 

233 Jer 9,3 17+ 54  3393  §13  The Israelites refuse to know YHWH 
234 Jer 9,4 12+ 48  3405  9,3  Neighbours behave as enemies: 17 words. 

235 Jer 9,5 9+ 35 115 3414 S This S draws attention to what follows in v. 6. 

236 Jer 9,6 14+ 51 116 3428  The paragraph is highlighted by 136 (8x17) words. 

237 Jer 9,7 13+ 50  3441  9,6-8 The Divine Speech has 34 (2x17) words. 

238 Jer 9,8 14+ 44 117 3455 S This S draws attention to what follows in v. 9f. 

239 Jer 9,9 24+ 86  3479   
240 Jer 9,10 13+ 52  3492 S This S draws attention to what follows in v. 11. 

241 Jer 9,11 20/136(8x17) 69 118 3512/136 S       

242 Jer 9,12 15 56 119 3527  §14 The disaster explained: they disobeyed God 

243 Jer 9,13 9 41  3536 S  

244 Jer 9,14 16 61 120 3552   
245 Jer 9,15 14 60  3566/54 P  

246 Jer 9,16 12 62 121 3578  §15 Mourning women are called to raise a wailing 

247 Jer 9,17 10 51  3588   

248 Jer 9,18 15 59  3603/37 S  

249 Jer 9,19 15+ 62 122 3618  §16 They must realize that death is everywhere 
250 Jer 9,20 11/26 54  3629  9,19-20  Teach your daughters to mourn!  26 words. 

251 Jer 9,21 16 61 123 3645/42 S 7,1-9,21 Until this dramatic verse: 1190 (70x17) w. 

252 Jer 9,22 15 61 124 3660  §17 All men must glory in understanding YHWH 
253 Jer 9,23 21 77 125-126 3681/36 S  

254 Jer 9,24 10 36 127 3691  §18 YHWH will punish all uncircumcised 

255 Jer 9,25 26 94  3717/36 S 9,24-25 The Divine Speech has 34 (2x17) words. 

256 Jer 10,1 9 33 128 3726  §19 The Israelites must not fear heathen gods 
257 Jer 10,2 16 58 129 3742   

258 Jer 10,3 13 44  3755   

259 Jer 10,4 8 42  3763   

260 Jer 10,5 20 70  3783/66 S  

261 Jer 10,6 8 33 130 3791  §20 There is none like YHWH, the only true god 
262 Jer 10,7 16 56  3807   

263 Jer 10,8 7 30  3814   

264 Jer 10,9 16 68  3830  This S draws attention to v. 11. 

265 Jer 10,10 15 61 131 3845 S 10,11 Aramaic: most probably a citation from  

266 Jer 10,11 15 60  3860/77 S Jeremiah’s letter to the elders in Babylonia. 

267 Jer 10,12 9 38  3869  §21 YHWH’s incomparability as the Creator 

268 Jer 10,13 15 63  3884   

269 Jer 10,14 14 44  3898   

270 Jer 10,15 7 29  3905   
271 Jer 10,16 14 51 132 3919/59 S  §§20-21 have 77+59=136 (8x17) words. 

272 Jer 10,17 5 23  3924 S §22 YHWH will throw out the whole population 

273 Jer 10,18 15 57 133 3939/20 S This S draws attention to the divine speech in v. 6. 
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274 Jer 10,19 12+ 41  3951  §23 Another lament over the disaster 

275 Jer 10,20 14/26 57  3965  10,19-20  The tent destroyed; the children gone: 26. 

276 Jer 10,21 14 51 134 3979/40 S  

277 Jer 10,22 15 56  3994/15 S §24 A great commotion out of the north 

278 Jer 10,23 12 41 135 4006  §25 The prayer of one who trusts in God 

279 Jer 10,24 8 30 136(8x17) 4014   
280 Jer 10,25 22 81  4036/42 P Part 1: 1581(93x17) words; 6137 (361x17) letters. 

107 Part 1: 7,1-10,25 1581(93x17) 6137 52(2x26)x 1581  52 (2x26) instances of YHWH; until here, 136 (8x17). 

 Part 2: 11-12      Jeremiah’s complaint and YHWH’s response 

281 Jer 11,1 8 29 137 4044  §26 YHWH’s message: cursed be the disobedient 
282 Jer 11,2 12 48  4056   

283 Jer 11,3 16 60 138 4072   

284 Jer 11,4 27 115  4099   

285 Jer 11,5 19 74 139 4118/82 S  

286 Jer 11,6 20 83 140 4138  §27 Proclamation of the words of the covenant 
287 Jer 11,7 17 72  4155  11,7  YHWH has warned Israel persistently: 17 w. 

288 Jer 11,8 23 86  4178/60 S  

289 Jer 11,9 9 40 141 4187  §28 The Israelites have gone after foreign gods 

290 Jer 11,10 27 108  4214/36 S  

291 Jer 11,11 18+ 66 142 4232  §29 Doom is inevitable and the gods will not help   

292 Jer 11,12 18+ 74  4250  The paragraph is highlighted by 51 (3x17) words. 

293 Jer 11,13 15/51(3x17) 66  4265/51 S  

294 Jer 11,14 19+ 65  4284 S §30 Do not pray for them: YHWH will not listen 
295 Jer 11,15 14+ 60  4298   

296 Jer 11,16 16+ 60 143 4314  The paragraph is highlighted by 68 (4x17) words. 

297 Jer 11,17 19/68(4x17) 77 144 4333/68 S  

298 Jer 11,18 6 33 145 4339  §31 Jeremiah complains about his persecutors 
299 Jer 11,19 21 85  4360   

300 Jer 11,20 15 56 146 4375/42 S  

301 Jer 11,21 18 65 147-148 4393 S §32 YHWH’s response to his complaint 

302 Jer 11,22 15 65 149 4408   
303 Jer 11,23 12 43  4420/45 S  

304 Jer 12,1 18 65 150 4438  §33 Jeremiah agrees with God’s decision 

305 Jer 12,2 12 49  4450   

306 Jer 12,3 13 57 151 4463/43 S 11,18-12,3 (§§31-33) Altogether 130 (5x26) words. 

307 Jer 12,4 20 71  4483  §34 Another lament: how long? YHWH’s answer 

308 Jer 12,5 17 70  4500  12,5 Jeremiah must not trust his opponents: 17 w. 

309 Jer 12,6 21 68  4521/58 S  

310 Jer 12,7 12 46  4533  §35 YHWH partakes in the lament over Judah 
311 Jer 12,8 11 42  4544   

312 Jer 12,9 14 52  4558   

313 Jer 12,10 13 51  4571   

314 Jer 12,11 14 43  4585   

315 Jer 12,12 19 65 152 4604 S  

316 Jer 12,13 1 2 52 153 4616/95 S Until this point 153 (9x17) instances of God’s name. 

317 Jer 12,14 24 90 154 4640  §36 YHWH promises to restore the people of Judah 

318 Jer 12,15 11 52  4651   

319 Jer 12,16 20 72 155 4671  12,14b-17 The divine speech ,in which YHWH tells 

320 Jer 12,17 11 41 156 4682/66 S what he will do, has 51 (3x17) words. Part 2 has  

40 Part 2: 11,1-12,17 646 (38x17) 2516 20x 646 (38x17)  646 (38x17) words and 2516 (148x17) letters. 
147 Segm. 2: 7-12 2227(131x17) 8653 72x 2227  2227=1581+646=131x17 words, 8653 (509x17) lett. 

320 Segm. 1-2: 1-12 4682 18164 156x 4682  Until here, 156 (6x26) instances of God’s name. 
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Observation:  Segment 2 (7-12) has (2227 (131x17) words and 8653 (509x17) letters, by which it is rounded 
off and sealed as a distinct literary entity. This means that there is a strong caesura after Chapter 12. What is 
more, Chapters 1-12 are sealed as a distinct literary unit by the 156 (6x26) instances of the name of YHWH. 

In terms of content and numerical considerations Segment 2 divides into two distinct parts: 7-10 and 11-12, 
both of which are made up of numbers of words and letters that are multiples of 17. This also goes for the 
significant number of words in the divine speeches, which corroborates the delimitations of 7-10 and 11-12: 

Part 1: 7-10  Judah’s punishment for having broken the covenant: 1581 (93x17) words, 6137 (361x17) letters. 
Part 2: 11-12  Jeremiah’s complaint and YHWH’s response: 646 (38x17) words and 2516 (148x17) letters. 

Part 1: 7-10 contains 25 divine speeches made up of altogether 1088 (64x17 ) words. 

Part 2: 11-12 contains 12 divine speeches made up of altogether 459 (27x17) words. 

Additionally, 73 of the 147 verses (50%) and 1086 of the 2227 words (49%) are highlighted by 17 an 26.  

Crucial passages in Segment 2 (7-12) additionally highlighted by 17 and 26 

1. The prerequisites for survival in the land (7,5-11, §3): 102 (6x17) words. 
2. YHWH will destroy the temple and forbids Jeremiah to pray for Israel (7,12-20, §§4-5): 153 (9x17) words. 
3. Jeremiah must be aware of the fact that Israel never listened (7,21-28, §6): 130 (5x26) words. 
4. Divine Speech: the impending judgement of Judah (7,30-31): 34 (2x17) words. 
5. They say “Peace, peace” but there is no peace (8,10-12, §10): 51 (3x17) words. 
6. Jeremiah’s lament for Judah and Jerusalem (8,18-9,2, §12): 102 (6x17) words. 
7. The Israelites refuse to know YHWH (9,3-11, §13): 136 (8x17) words. 
8. Divine Speech: YHWH’s plan to test the deceitful people (9,6-8): 34 (2x17) words. 
9. Divine Speech: YHWH’s intention to punish the uncircumcised (9,24-25, §18): 34 (2x17) words. 
10. YHWH is incomparable, the only true God and Creator (10,6-16, §§20-21): 136 (8x17) words. 
11. Part of the lament: the tent is destroyed and the children are gone (10,19-20): 26 words. 
12. In the past YHWH has warned Israel persistently (11,7): 17 words. 
13. Doom is inevitable and the gods will not help  (11,11-13, §29): 51 (3x17) words. 
14. Jeremiah must not pray for them; YHWH will not listen (11,14-17, §30): 68 (4x17) words. 
15. Jeremiah’s complaint about his persecutors and God’s answer (11,18-12,3 (§§31-33): 130 (5x26) words. 
16. YHWH’s resolve to uproot the foreigners and restore the people of Judah (12,14b-17): 51 (3x17) words. 

Words attributed to YHWH in Jeremiah 7-12 

The introductions at the beginning of the divine speeches are not part of the divine speeches. As for the 
formulae referring to God’s speaking, however, such as     and      within and at the end of 

the speeches (Ref. For.), it is difficult to say whether they are integral part of the speeches or editorial 
notes. Therefore, in the overview I shall register them separately. In any case, they stress the divine origin 
of the words attributed to God. When it concerns speeches in which YHWH tells the prophet precisely what 
he must say to the people (preformulated messages), such formulae are part and parcel of the divine 
speeches. For instance in Speech 1 the referring formula    at the end, is part of YHWH’s words 

which he orders Jeremiah to convey to the people. This goes for Speech 9 too.  

Column 1: The numbering of the divine speeches (DSS) 
Column 2: The texts in which they are to be found (Text) 
Column 3: The addressees (Addressee) 
Column 4: The number of words in the introductions (Introduction) 
Column 5: The number of words in the divine speeches as such (Divine Speech) 
Column 6: The number of words in the formulae referring to God’s words (Referring Formulae) 
Column 7: The number of words in the DSS including the Referring Formulae (DS + Ref.For.) 
Column 8: The total number of words devoted to God’s speaking (Total). 
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DSS Text Addressee Intro. Divine Speech Ref. For. DS + Ref. For. Total 

1 7,1-11 Jeremiah 8 149 0 ! 149 157 

2 7,12-15 Israelites 0 71 0 ! 71 71 

3 7,16-19 Jeremiah 0 55 2 57 57 

4 7,20 Israelites 5 20 0 20 25 

5 7,21,28 Israelites 6 124 0 124 130 (5x26) 

6 7,30-31 Israelites 0 34(2x17) 2 36 36 

7 7,32-34 Israelites 0 47 2 49 49 

8 8,1-3 Jeremiah 0 64 5 69 69 

9 8,4-9 Jeremiah 0 85(5x17) 0 ! 85  85 (5x17) 

10 8,10-12 Jeremiah 0 51(3x17)  0 ! 51  51 (3x17) 

11 8,13 Jeremiah 0 15              676(26x26) 0 ! 15 15 

12 8,17 Israelites 0 12 2 14 14 

13 9,2 Jeremiah 0 17 2 19     1088 (64x17) 19 

14 9,3-5 Jeremiah 0 36 2 38 38 
15 9,6-8 Jeremiah 5 34(2x17) 2 36 41 

16 9,9-10 Jeremiah 0 37 0 37 37 

17 9,12-13 Jeremiah 2 22  0 22 24 

18 9,14-15 Jeremiah 7 23 0 23 30 

19 9,16 Israelites 4 8 0 8 12 

20 9,21 Jeremiah 0 16 0 16 16 

21 9,22-23 Jeremiah 3 31 2 33 36 

22 9,24-25 Jeremiah 0 34 (2x17) 2 36 36 

23 10,1-5 Israelites 12 54 0 54 66 

24* 10,11 Jeremiah 0 15 0 15 15 Aramaic 

25 10,18 Jeremiah 4 11 0 11 15 

26 11,1-5 Jeremiah 8 70 0 70 78 (3x26) 

27 11,6-8 Jeremiah (to me) 3 57 0 57 60 

28 11,9-10 Jeremiah (to me) 3 33 0 33 36 

29 11,11-13 Jeremiah 4 47 0 47 51 (3x17) 

30 11,14 Jeremiah 0 19 0 19 19 

31 11,15** The beloved 0 14 0 14 14 

32 11,17 Israel and Judah 7 12 0 12   459 (27x17)  19 

33 11,21 Jeremiah 4 14 0 14 18 
34 11,22-23 Jeremiah 5 22 0 22 27 

35 12,5-6 Jeremiah 0 38 0 38 38 

36 12,7-12a Jeremiah 0 70 0 70 70  

37 12,14-17 Jeremiah 3 61 2   63 66 

37 Jer. 7-12  93 1522  25 1547 (91x17) 1640 

 * This verse in Aramaic is part and parcel of the text in its final form and should not be left out of consideration. 

** The 5 words in 11,16 are a citation and not meant to be spoken by YHWH in the present context. 

DS 5, including its introduction, has 130 (5x26) words. DS 6 has 34 (2x17) words. DS 9, including its introduction, 
has 85 (5x17) words. DS 10, including the referring formula, has 51 (3x17) words. DS 13 has 17 and DS 15 has 34 
(2x17) words. DS 22 has 34 (2x17) words. DS 26, including its introduction, has 78 (3x26) words. DS 29, including 
its introduction, has 51 (3x17) words. DSS 3-18 (7,16-9,15P) have altogether 676 (26x26) words. 

DSS 1-25 (in Chapters 7-10), including their referring formulae, have altogether 1088 (64x17) words. 
DSS 26-37 (in Chapters 11 and 12), including their referring formulae, have altogether 459 (27x17) words. 

DSS 1-37, including the referring formulae, have altogether 1547 (91x17) words. Compare the 1872 (72x26) words 
in the 39 divine speeches in Jeremiah 1-6!  

As in Segment 1 (1-6) a relatively high percentage of the text of Segment 2 (7-12) is devoted to the divine 
speeches: the 1640 words come to no less than 74% of the 2227 words. 

For full particulars, see the Hebrew text below. 
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The underlined words are part of the divine speeches contrary to those marked green    Jeremiah 7     

1  7,1-11  8+149=157                                                                  
              

                        
              These six words are part of the DS                 

                              
                         

                  
                  

        
              

               
                    

                
               

              
These two words are part of the DS        

                                                          
        2  7,12-15  0+71=71                      

                   
These two words are part of the DS                  

                
                

              
         

                         3  7,16-19  0+55+2[57)=57                                 
                 

           
                

              
           

4  7,20  5+20=25                                             
                      

    
5  7,21-28  6+124=130(5x26)                                                         
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6  7,30-31  0+34+2[36]=36                                  
           

                
              

7  7,32-34  0+47+2[49]=49                   
                  

                        
                    

          
Jeremiah 8    

8  8,1-3  0+64+5[69]=69                                                                             
               

                   
            

                        
                  

                     
                      

9  8,4-9  0+85=85 (5x17)                                        
These three words are part of the DS       

           
       

          
             

        
            

               
         

                
             

        
            

10  8,10-12  0+51=51(3x17)                       
          

        
               

         
          

These two words are part of the DS          
11  8,13  0+15=15                                                           

These two words are part of the DS            
                  

                          
        

        
            

                    
12  8,17  0+12+2[14]=14                                                 
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Jeremiah 9    

                       
         

13  9,2  0+17+2[19]=19                     
             

14  9,3-5  0+36+2[38]=38                                        
           

           
      

              
15  9,6-8  5+34+2[36]=41                                                                  

            
          

         
          

    
16  9,9-10  0+37=37                                              

              
          

       
            

                        
              

17  9,12-13 2+22=24                    
                  

      
18  9,14-15  7+23=30                                                      

            
                 

              
19  9,16  4+8=12                                                                                               

               
     

                
    

           
             

            
           

           
          

20  9,21  0+16=16    “Speak! Thus is the oracle of YHWH……”               
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21  9,22-23  3+31+2[33]=36                                         
               

                    
           

22  9,24-25 0+34+2[36]=36            
                  

                  
   

Jeremiah 10    

23  10,1-5  12+54=66                                    
      

                  
       

                  
           

      
              

              
              

            
             

             
               

               
  

                
           

                                                                       24  10, 11  0+15=15                               
Aramaic                   

              
            

          
             

            
    

            
      

         
25  10, 18  4+11=15                                                                                                
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Jeremiah 11    

26  11,1-5a  8+70=78 (3x26)                                                
                     

               
               

                           
                 

             
               

           
                                                                           

27  11,6-8  3+57=60                        
                     

                       
                 

      
28  11,9-10  3+33=36                                             

                       
                 

            
29  11,11-13  4+47=51(3x17)                                                                  

                  
                      

         
                     

     
30  11,14  0+19=19                                           

        
31  11,15  0+14=14                                                                                      

              
11,16  3+5=8    (Citation: no DS)                                

                
32  11,17  7+12=19                                                                         

               
             

                
                 

         
           

33  11,21  4+14=18                                       
                                       

34 11,22-23  5+22=27                                                                 
                 

          
     

Jeremiah 12    
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35  12,7-11  0+38=38                                      

                 
                     

            
36  12,7-12a  0+70=70                                                                     

      
    

        
         

        
          

            
        

           
         

                      
    

           
            

                                                       37  12,14-17  3+61+2[63]=66     

                               
                                                                                     

                                            
51 (3x17) words                                                                                             

                                                  
                                                                      

                                                                                                                                                                                 
 Seeing the 1

st
 person forms in v. 14a, these 12 words must be regarded as spoken by YHWH: “As for all my evil residents…”. 

Compare 11,21 for a similar situation: “As for the men of Anathoth…”.  

What YHWH says he’ll do to these residents (14b-17) is made up of 51 (3x17) words, including the referring formula at the end.  
 

Continue to Segment 3: Jeremiah 13-20 
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