Numerical Features of the Book of Zephaniah

A New Approach to its Compositional Structure
Please read the General Introduction

Various views on the structural design of the book of Zephaniah

The sections marked blue are displaced, resulting in a text contrived by the commentator in question.
F. HORST (Die Zwdlf Kleinen Propheten: Nahum bis Maleachi, in: HAT 14, Tlibingen, 1938, 183-203):
1,1.2-6.8-13; 1,7.14-18; 2,1-3; 2,4-15; 3,1-5; 3,6-8; 3,9-13; 3,14-15; 3,16-18aa; 3,18af-20.
K. ELLIGER (Die Propheten Nahum, Habakuk, Zephanja, Haggai, Sacharja, Maleachi, in: ATD 25, 1951, 53-78):
1,1.2-3; 1,4-6; 1,7; 1,8-9; 1,10-11; 1,12-13; 1,14-16; 1,17-18; 2,1-3; 2,4-6; 2,7; 2,8-11; 2,12-15; 3,1-5;
3,6-8; 3,9-13; 3,14-15; 3,16-18aq; 3,18aB-20.
R.F. VON UNGERN-STERNBERG und H. LAMPARTER, Die Propheten Habakuk, Zephanja, Jona, Nahum, in: Die
Botschaft des Alten Testament, 23/1V, 1960: R.F. VON UNGERN-STERNBERG, Der Prophet Zephanja, 73-132):
1:1,1.2-1-3; 2,4-15; 3,1-5; 3,6-8; ll: 3,9-13; 3,14.15; 3,16.17; 3,18-20.
W. RUDOLPH (Micha-Nahum-Habakuk-Zephanja, in: KAT XIII3, 1975, 255-303):
1,1.2-18; 2,1-3; 2,4-15; 3,1-8; 3,9-20.
A.S. VAN DER WOUDE (Habakuk, Zefanja, in: POT, 1978, 79-162):
1.1.2-6; | 1,7; 1,8-9; 1,10-11; 1,12-13; 1,14-18; 2,1-3; | 2,4-7; 2,8-11; 2,12; 2,13-15; 3,1-5; 3,6-8; 3,9-
13; 3,14-15; 3,16-18a; 3,18b-20.
R. SMITH (Micah-Malachi, in: WBC 32, 1984, 119-144):
1.1,1.2-6; 2.1,7-2,3; 3.2,4-7; 2,8-11; 2,12; 2,13-15; 4.3,1-5; 5. 3,6-8; 6.3,9-13; 7. 3,14-20.
J.S. KSELMAN (“The Book of Zephaniah”, in: The Anchor Bible Dictionary 1V, 1992, 1075-1080):
1,1-6; 1,7-13; 1,14-2,3; 2,4-15; 3,1-5; 3,6-8; 3,9-13; 3,14-20.
A. BERLIN (Zephaniah, in: AB 1994): 1.1.2-9; 1,10-18; 2,1-4; 2,5-15; 3,1-13; 3,14-20.
D.A. DORSEY (The Literary Structure of the Old Testament: A Commentary on Genesis-Malachi, Grand Rapids:
Baker, 1999, 310-314): 1:1.1.2-6; 2:1,7-13; 3:1,14-18; 4: 2,1-3; 5:2,4-15; 6: 3,1-7; 7: 3,8-20.
J. VLAARDINGERBROEK (Zephaniah, in: HCOT, 1999):
1,1.2-3; 1,4-6; 1,7-9; 1,10-11; 1,12-13; 1,14-18; 2,1-3; || 2,4-7; 2,8-11; 2,12; 2,13-15; || 3,1-5; 3,6-§;
|| 3,9-10; 3,11-13; 3,16-18; 3,19-20.
H. IRSIGLER (Zefanja, in: HThKAT, 2002):
Teil I: LA. 1,1.2-3; 1,4-6; 1.B. 1,7.8-9; 1,10-11; 1,12-13; I.C. 1,14-18; Teil ll: 1l.A.1. 2,1-3; 1L.A.2. 2,4-7; 2,8-
11; 2,12.13-15; II.B. 3,1-5; 3,6-8; Teil lll: lll.A. 3,9-10; 3,11-13; lil.B.1. 3,14-15; 3,16-18’; 1lI.B.2. 3,18a-20.
K. SPRONK (“Joél, Obadja, Nahum, Zefanja, Haggai, Zacharia, Maleachi”, in: De Bijbel literair, Onder redactie
van Jan Fokkelman en Wim Weren, Zoetermeer/Kapellen, 2003, 304):
1,2-3; 1,4-13; 1,14-18; 2,1-3; 2,4-15; 3,1-8; 3,9-20.
M.A. SWEENEY (Zephaniah, in: Hermeneia, 2003): 1: 1,1; Il: 1,2-6; 1,7-13; 1,14-18; 2,1-4; 2,5-15; 3,1-20.
L. PERLITT (Die Propheten Nahum, Habakuk, Zephanja, in: ATD 25/1, 2004, 97-148):
1,1.2-3; 1,4-6; 1,7; 1,8-9; 1,10-11; 1,12-13; 1,14-16; 1,17-18; 2,1-3; 2,4-15; 3,1-5; 3,6-8; 3,9-10; 3,11-
13; 3,14-15; 3,16-17; 3,18-20.
J.D. NOGALSKI (The Book of the Twelve: Micah-Malachi, in: Smyth & Helwys Bible Commentary 18a, Macon
GA, 2011, 797-757): I: 1,1.2-3; 1,4-6; 1,7-18; 2,1-3; ll: 2,4-15; 3,1-8; lll: 3,9-10; 3,11-13; 3,14-17; 3,18-20.
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Outline based on content, numerical features, and the extant layout markers

A distinctive feature of the book of Zephaniah is the scarce use of layout markers. There are no Petuchoth
and only two Setumoth with a demarcating function: after 2, 15 and 3,13 - see below. In three cases the
Setumah does not have a demarcating function but serves to highlight what follows: after 1,9.18, and 2,4.

The book divides into two sections, which are in terms of words highlighted by 26 and 17 respectively:

A. 1,1-7YHWH’s announcement of his universal judgement: 104 (4x26) w. |Altogether
B. 1,8-3,20 Elaboration on the theme of this judgement 663 (39x17) w.| 767 words.
The parts marked blue are individually or collectively highlighted by the numbers 26 and 17.
A.Part1:1,1-7 YHWH’s announcement of his universal judgement: [] 7 vs; 104 (4x26) w.
B. Part 2:1,8-2,3 Be silent before God, for he intends punishment: [] 14 vs; 208 (8x26) w.
B. Part3:2,4-15 The coming restoration for the remnant of Judah: S 26|12 vs; 179 words. 663

B. Part4:3,1-13 YHWH’s Judgement on Jerusalem and the nations: S 13 vs; 182 (7x26) w.| (39x17)
B. Part 5: 3,14-20 Israel is to sing a new song: God will restore them: Col. 7 vs; 94 words.

Quantitative structural analysis of the book of Zephaniah

Vs. | Text ’ Words ’ Letters | mm | Sum words | S | Structural design
Part1 1,1-7 YHWH’s announcement of his universal judgement
1 Zel1,1 20] 71 1 20
2 Zel,2 8 26 2 28
3 Ze 1,3 19 75 3 47 The paragraph is in its entirety highlighted by its
4 Zel4 20 75 67 104 (4x26) words, in line with the way a holy book
5 Ze 1,5 12104 (4x26) | 63 4 79 begins. See my article on this intriguing phenomenon
6 Ze 1,6 11 43 5-6 90
7 Ze 1,7 14| 50/403 | 7-9 104/104 []
Part 2 1,8-2,3 Be silent before God, for he intends punishment
8 Ze 1,8 15] 58 10 119
9 Ze 1,9 13 54 132 S The function of this S is to highlight the following part
10 Ze 1,10 15 62 11 147 of YHWH’s speech about the impact of the punishment.
11 Ze 1,11 12 44 159
12 Ze 1,12 20 84 12 179
13 Ze 1,13 15 62 194
14 Ze 1,14 14 (208 (8x26) | 48 13-14 208
15 Ze 1,15 16 61 224
16 Ze 1,16 9 40 233
17 Ze 1,17 12 54 15 245
18 Ze 1,18 24 83 16 269 S The function of this S is to highlight the words of the
19 Ze 2,1 5 22 274 prophet urging the people to hold assembly.
20 Ze2,2 20 67 17-18 294 Part 2: 1,8-2,3 has altogether 208 (8x26) words.
21 Ze2,3 18 66/805 | 19-20 312/208 1 1,1-2,3 All about the day of YHWH: 312 (12x26) words.
Part 3 2,4-15 The coming restoration for the remnant of Judah
22 Ze2,4 11 11+ 53 323 S The function of this S is to highlight what follows.
23 Ze 2,5 15 15/26 62 21 338
24 Ze 2,6 8 [51(2x17) | 30 346 2,4-7 Judgement on the nations will mean benefit for
25 Ze2,7 17 17 76 22 363 the remnant of Judah: 51 (3x17) words.
26 Ze 2,8 13 52 376 2,8-10 God’s judgement on Moab and Ammon will let
27 Ze2,9 28 (52 (2x26) | 109 23 404 them become like Sodom and Gomorra: 52 (2x26) words.
28 Ze 2,10 13- 39 24 415
29 Ze 2,11 16 58 25 431
30 Ze 2,12 6 21 437
31 Ze 2,13 13 47 450
32 Ze 2,14 20 74 470
33 Ze 2,15 21 84/705 491/179 S
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Part 4 3,1-13 YHWH’s judgement on Jerusalem and the nations
34 Ze 3,1 5] 22 496
35 Ze 3,2 13 44 26 509
36 Ze 3,3 10 41 519
37 Ze3,4 9 40 528
38 Ze 3,5 17 17 62 27 545 3,5 The God of justice is in their midst: 17 words.
39 Ze 3,6 14 (182 (7x26) | 62 559
40 Ze 3,7 18 74 577
41 Ze 3,8 26 26 94 28 603 3,8 YHWH confirms his resolve to take action: 26 words.
42 Ze 3,9 14 47 29 617
43 Ze 3,10 8 33 625
a4 Ze 3,11 21 80 646
45 Ze 3,12 8 31 30 654
46 Ze 3,13 19 75/705 673/182 S Part 4 has altogether 182 (7x26) words.
Part 5 3,14-20 Israel is to sing a new song: God will restore them
47 Ze 3,14 11 41 684
48 Ze 3,15 13|34 (2x17) | 50 31-32 697 3,14-16 The prophet urges Israel and Zion not to fear,
49 Ze 3,16 10/ 40 707 for their King is in their midst: 34 (2x17) words.
50 Ze 3,17 13 59 33 720
51 Ze 3,18 8 32 728
52 Ze 3,19 18 73 746
53 Ze 3,20 21 83/378 | 34 767/94 Col.
46 Parts2-5 | 663 (39x17) 2593 663 (39x17)
53 The book | 767 2996 34x 767 The book is sealed by 34 instances of the name YHWH.

Observation 1 Excluding the heading, the prophecies have 52 (2x26) verses. This does not imply that the
heading stands apart from the prophecies, because it is structurally integral within them, as demonstrated by
the 104 (4x26) words in 1,1-7 and by the 34 (2x17) instances of the name YHWH including the heading.

As for the highlighting by the divine name numbers, the book is in its entirety for 100% highlighted by the
divine name numbers 17 and 26, with 104 (4x26) words in Part 1 and 663 (39x17) in Parts 2-5 = 767 in total.

Crucial passages extra highlighted by the divine name numbers 17 and 26.

Judgement on the nations will mean benefit for the remnant of Judah (2,4-7): 51 (3x17) words.
Judgement on Moab and Ammon will turn them into Sodom and Gomorra (2,8-10): 52 (2x26) words.
The God of justice is in their midst (3,5): 17 words.

YHWH confirms his resolve to take action (3,8): 26 words.

vk e

The prophet urges Israel and Zion not to fear; their King is in their midst (3,14-16): 34 (2x17) words.

Observation 2 In the first divine speech (1,2-6), there is a series of 7 deeds intended by YHWH:
wipe out, wipe out, wipe out, bring down,* cut off, stretch out, cut off. *See BHS: read nowom.

In the depiction of the day of YHWH, 7 characteristics are mentioned (1,14-16): the day of YHWH is near, itis
a day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish, a day of destruction and devastation, a day of darkness and
gloom, a day of clouds and dense fog, a day of trumpet blast and battle cry.

Go to my analysis of the book of Amos for a prolific use of groupings of seven. See the Hebrew text below.
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Words ascribed to God in the book of Zephaniah

Not a single one of the divine speeches is specified by an introductory formula. The formulae 77" 0ON3,
‘utterance of YHWH’ (1,2; 1,3; 1,10; 2,9, and 3,8), and ™M™ TR, ‘says YHWH’ (3,20b), are taken as integral
within the words ascribed to God, as in the books of Ezekiel, Hosea, Joel, Micah, Haggai, and Zechariah. The
books of Amos, Nahum, and Malachi are exceptions, because they stand in this respect in the Isaiah and
Jeremiah tradition, where such formulae are structurally not part of the words ascribed to God! In any case,
they stress the divine character of the words attributed to God.

See especially 2,9 where M1 0OR1 is part of the phrase “Therefore, as | live, utterance of YHWH the God of Israel”.
The fact that YHWH speaks in many cases about himself in the 3" person makes it very difficult to identify the
divine speeches precisely. What follows is an attempt. | owe thanks to Klaas Eikelenboom for his constructive
suggestions, also regarding the outline, and for having checked the article.

1. 1,2-6 70 words.
2. 1,89 28 words.
3. 1,10-13 62 words.
4. 1,17-18 36 words.
5. 2,4-7 51 (3x17) words] WAG 5 is about Judah’s profit from the downfall of the enemies.
6. 2,8-9 41 words.
7. 2,12 6 words. 156 (6x26) WAGS 5-9 are about God’s judgement of the nations.
8. 3,6-7 32 words.
9. 3,8 26 words. IWAG 9 stands out as YHWH’s ultimate judgement of the nations.

10. 3,9-10 22 words.
11. 3,11-13 48 words.
12. 3,18-20 47 words. /469 (67x7) words in total. The 469 words have 1870 (110x17) letters.
Zephaniah 1
Heading RT3 MIRNTIE TR I DY ON T PN 1M 1
T TR THNTIR TN 2

1. 1,2-6 70 words. STIITTOND TRTINT 2 Dpn 52 o TN 2
B0 9T ORI ToN TRTD 0N oN 3
Seven deeds intended by YHWH  See BHS: read "1 DrpyTIN Nivwonm
STITTOND SRINT 3D S DINT DN R
Doy 2o 53 op) T 0 T s 4
:0MT2TOY ORI oI |‘7:7:-r SRUR TR PRI ~m:-n\
= x:g‘v DiTor oMY N 5
:035n3 owawim -n-w‘-) O YW OO RTIN
ST NDY TN ’W?Tx‘? TWRY T MO8 DNI0ITTIN) 6

YT i 219 D M IR uen 0 7

TN WP M3 I 12T

2. 1,8-9 28 words. 79T M3y o T 8
Tonn u:"vm o™ by e

2 WAz n*w:‘v'r 52 5

Snl=ih=Rle - Ly :bn-r-r ‘7: ‘7:: "NIPDY 9

o TR ORI O n*: nm‘vm:-r
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3. 1,10-13 62 words. MmO 87T o2 I 10
Mg TP oI wwn TRes b

3 gl *iuligie ‘-mw =)

RO "ou 1o 11

1900 5352 1112 (piD oy H e 2

Rim32 oSwT TN RN N Np3 T 12
OWRT O PR

0232532 ommkT oY by oweRn

:y KDY T 2D

NS ORI HRwRD To T 13

OPTTN Y N5 DD e 1397 8§59 'ona

Seven characteristics of the day of YHWH ‘IND miniek :117 '71'[3'[ i o :lﬁp 14

7123 oY IR p T an B

IR 1% ::n*\ \m‘r‘r == ::n*\ 15

D ::n~| |-r‘75x1 Th of aivm 8y o

:Mi23T niaen '7;_:1 niH¥27 oD Sp 7hpm oW ol 16

4. 1,17-18 36 words. DT TR %3 WD 199 OIND M9¥M 17
.obbin nr:n'71 “BYD O U

iy '7:1*'&'7 D370y D202 D) 18

Vﬁx-r '7: Bzxn mmp WRI T Ny oiva

(PTINT *:w*‘v: nN by -r'v-r:: TN -r‘v: o

Zephaniah 2
17021 N5 ‘13‘[ 1W1P1 1WW1PD'I 1

i "3y vho ph nTh oD 2

TITTEN 70 n:*‘v:: NIZTNS 1372

TN o) ooy KiD NS oD

YD S WY PN b2 Moy Wp3 3
I O TNER o iy WrD PR

5. 2,4-7 51 (3x17) words. PR 1R TN e THY 3 4
o :IPYR 1IEYY T DTN TR

ooy M7 o i O San T “1'[ 5

2WT TND TN DR oD PN D

JINS T O 092 N B4 520 AT 6

YT BToY T 3 nﬁxw‘v Caf 7

;0PI S Oy T 0RDY °2 19827 33 19ps pa3

6. 2,8-9 41 words. 1Y "33 "D NI PR TYY 8
z:'m:: Ly 1‘7~'rm WYTN DT YN

SR H-r‘vx NN T o83 IR ] :‘7 9

by Ty B IR 079D :mr: o

ooivTy TR n‘vrz oM ‘711:': Al

m")nr i3 = oW Y n*wxw
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DINIS T oy Sy 1'7'[3‘1 il aiyol=kiitNeinlg D'Ib N7 10
'(7&'[ "'I'?N '73 PR 'ITW 2 D'I"'?SJ T RO 11
0N R '73 VJDDD R 1‘7 NIOYN

7. 2,12 6 words. ST 2T Rom oD opNTo) 12

TWRTTIN IR 1IBSOY T 1 13
927D % -mr:w‘v TN oYM
i ‘7: 0™y Mi02 1337 14
b hesD mBRTO) MNP
ST T 0D 3 27 yivma it S
Mbab oy -rr‘?s_:j =1 nxf 15
T PN N 22373 TR
MR pI TS MO TN
o T oy Pt iy i b
Zephaniah 3
STTIFT I PRI TR YT 1
glelle) -m:‘-) x‘v ‘71,:: munY x‘v 2
amyl x‘v w*w‘vx ‘m igjiel x‘v T
DNY NI T3P T 3
2% M x‘v 278 28T sl
N2 W 07D Tl 4
STTIR o WRT 1‘7‘7:‘: aeiyie
oW iy x‘v -r:ﬁp: P"'IE T 5
nwa S RSy 7T x‘v 11&‘7 10 Shewn P33 P33

8. 3,6-7 32 words. OniD MY 0% IS 6
12iv ~Pan oIz naanT

IR TR oo o 17T%)

O *TIER IR KRR TN 7

oy MR Y D5 mivn AN,

.onioy D3 TR I o8

9. 3,8 26 words. 797 i BR? Moy o L:'a 8
TBy mn ‘7: YT D‘I“7D 'Isw‘v
PINTOP D80 NP ENE 2

10. 3,9-10 22 words. 772 DY DMYTON TEIN NP 9
SN O 11::7‘7 T Owa n‘v: mv‘v
P 1‘7:1~ "2127N3 "0y WD *1'::‘7 =251 10

11. 3,11-13 48 words. 3 PWYS WK TH"5p Hon wian 85 v 0it3 11
“W'IP 003 'HSJ 'I'DJ‘? *aom &‘71 '[WNJ ‘T"?SJ '[373?3 POR ITRTD
SRRIEl DW: 107 '7'[1 plogsty '[3ﬁ73 ”DWRW'H 12
:TD 1737"&51 751E 1(275.7“&5 5&7@‘ nﬁxw 13
o TR TN AR W RTT2 DD 127'7 Q7032 N3 &")1
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-0 N2 25503 Moy T SR wn 11“3'11: M 14
TN e Tmawn MM e 15

T v RS TR |'7x1w~ 79

ST IETTON 78 N Lx u‘vww‘v 97N NI 0973 16
PP Ti23 T2 R THOR T 17

71373 TRy 5 RN U s -|~‘7:: i

12. 3,18-20 47 words. :7TRTT TPY DR 3T TR POON TiEm 1M 18

NTTT NP3 TIROD NN b W 19
pERR T ARSI RETi)

:DMY3 PINT 523 OE91 MmNk Trne)
020N "IP NP3) 0208 K28 NI np3 20
pRT w553 MmNy g o3 1N
7T P8 OrE DTSy w3
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