Psalm 40— Logotechnical Analysis

Guidelines

Please read the General Introduction as well as the Introduction to Book I.
For common features found in the numerical analysis charts, see the "Key to the charts".

Specific features of Psalm 40

Psalm 40 consists of two distinct parts, each having its own structure and meaningful
centre. As it stands in MT, the two parts form an unmistakable structural unity with a
common meaningful centre. The divine name number 26 was used to fuse two originally
independent texts (vs. 2-13 and vs. 14-18) by adjusting the latter section to achieve
exactly 182 (7 x 26) words and 17 Masoretic verses in the entire text.

The first section, vs. 2-13, has a pronounced symmetric structure, which is to a great
extent determined by the numerical values of 3 keywords — see Observations 4 and 5.

Strophic structure - canto/Stanza boundary: || Canticle boundary: |

Van der Lugt: though he regards vs. 2-13 and 14-18 as two distinct psalms, he concludes
that “a deliberate redaction gave vv. 14-18 a proper place after vv. 2-13.”

vs. 2-13: 2-3, 4 | 5, 6-7 || 8-10, 11 | 12, 13 (2 cantos with 8 strophes, 20 verselines

and 44 cola);

vs. 14-18: 14, 15-16 || 17, 18 (2 cantos with 4 strophes, 8 verselines and 16 cola).
Fokkelman: 2-3, 4,5 || 6, 7-9 || 10-11b, 11c¢-12 || 13, 14, 15-16 || 17, 18, taking the psalm
as a single composition and disregarding the caesura between vs. 13||14 by assuming a
ceasura between vs. 12||13 (5 stanzas with 12 strophes, 27 verselines and 58 cola).
Labuschagne: | regard the psalm as a literary unity, in which the boundary between the
two sections is still visible: 2-3, 4, 5 || 6-7 | 8-9, 10 || 11, 12, 13 || 14, 15-16, 17, 18 (4
cantos, 13 strophes, with 28 verselines and 60 cola, based on the direction of address
and numerical considerations).

For other divisions of the text, see Van der Lugt, CAS, Psalm 40, §8 6 and Psalm 41, § 6.

Logotechnical analysis

Column a: words before atnach; b: words after the atnach.
Column c: words addressed to God; d: words spoken about God.
The numbering of the verselines is shown in brown.

Total a b c d
1 :79m TTH 18IS Heading, v. 1 33

AT ‘ITHP ﬂﬁl? 1 3 3 3
PR DR 9N o7 4 4 4
~ Total, v. 2 7 =3 +4 =0 + 7
3 793 = 41 (13+2+6+20) TINY Tian whym 2 3 3 3
0 =41 (13+9+10+9) 100 0N 2 2 2
Number of words in Canto | “?Jﬁ_ 9‘?'@"7:._7 Dl?il 3 4 4 4

The only words spoken about God ~ :* &R 1312 2 2 2
Total, v. 3 11 =11 + 0 = 0 + 11
Strophe 1 Total, v. 2-3 18 =14 + 4 = 0 + 18
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Strophe 2 Total, v. 4

5 N =52 DiY~R 3T N
(1+21+20+10= 52), the number ~iraaR m7i
D378 RN
1212 "0y
Total, v. 5

Total, v. 3-5
Canto | Total, v. 2-5

of words in Canto Il

Strophe 3

6 RN DY Ni3n
IR I

RN N3N TN

TR TN

AT2TNT TR

;720N MY

Total, v. 6

7 Meaningful centre of 133513'&‘7 i N3t
Cantos I-Ill, vs. 2-13 r5 mD oy
Two middle cola:  [:R7RY ¥ rNwm N9y
(44 = 21 +[2 + 21) Total, v. 7
Canticle 1.1 Strophe 4  Total, v. 6-7

Total, v. 5-7

Total, v. 2-7

8 ATINZTTIIT DTN T
By 20D R0 NP3

Total, v. 8

9 MRS TN ST IR
2R TinD 207

Total, v. 9

Strophe 5 Total, v. 8-9

Total, v. 7-9

10 37 57R3 P18 w3

Pivotal instance of YHWH P28 85 "noty m3m

Middle words of entire poem: :RDYT AN 7177
(182=90 +[2+90) Strophe 6 Total, v. 10

Core of vs. 2-13: Canticle 1.2 v. 8-10
(134=41+52+41) Cantoll Total,v.6-10
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4 4
2 2 2
3 3
2 2 2
11 = + 2 =0 +11
2 2 2
4
2 2 2
12 =6_+ 6 =0 + 12
34 26 + 8 =0 + 34
41 =29 +12 =0 + 41
3 3 3
2 2 2 2
3 3 3
3 3 3
2 2 2
2 2 2
15 =13 + 2 =15 + 0
4 4
4
11 =7 + 4 =11 + 0
26 =20 + 6 =26 + O
38 =26 + 12 =26 + 12
67 =49 + 18 =26 + 41
4 4 4
4 4 4
8 4 4 8 + 0
4 4 4
3 3 3
7 =4 +3 =7 +0
15 =8 + 7 =15 + 0
26 =15 +11 =26 + O
4
4
3
11 =8 + 3 =11 + O
26 =16 + 10 =26 + O
52 =36 +16 =52 + O
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11 25 T7iN2 e R RIS 14 5 5
N2 =41 AT TRRWDN NN 3 3 3
(2+22+6+11=41) TR 7700 MITORD 15 4 4 4
:37 51R° 2 2 2
Strophe 7 Total, v. 11 14 =8 + 6 =14 + 0
Total, v. 5-11 78 =50 + 28 =66 + 12
12 ROoNXD I IR 16 4 4
ATIRRRY 100 2 2
WA RO 17 2 2
SR TR 2 2
Strophe 8 Total, v. 12 10 =6 + 4 =10 + O
13 nivabymER D 18 4 4 4
"20M 1N 3 3 3
TP W 19 2 2 2
ADINTR MR 3 3 3
WX DR MRy 20 3 3 3
931 "2 2 2 2
Strophe 9 Total, v. 13 17 =12 + 5 =17 + 0
Canto Il Total, v. 11-13 41 =26 +15 =41 + O
Total, v. 10-13 b2 =34 +18 =52 + 0
Total, v. 2-13 134 =91 + 43 =93 + 41

IBoundary between two originally independent poems|

14 Ay M e 21 3 3 3
S DY T 3 3 3
Strophe 10 Total, v. 14 6 =3 +3 =6 +0
15 M Wwa 22 3 3 3
IBTR WDl R 3 3 3
AN TR WYY 23 3 3 3
Ry 2 2 2
Total, v. 15 11 =9 + 2 =11 + 0
Total, v. 14:15 17 =12 + 5 =17 + 0
16 oMY oY Mt 24 4 4
Middle words of Canto IV :[T¥77 M 9 @™ 1aKe 4 4
48 = 23 + [ + 23 Total, v. 16 8 =4 +4 =8 + 0
Strophe 11 Total, v. 15-16 19 =13 + 6 =19 + 0
Total, v. 14-16 25 =16 + 9 =25 + 0
17 T2 W 25 3 3
TR 3 2 2
ATYTY BT TN TN 26 4 4
STOUN 2R 2 2 2
Strophe 12 Total, v. 17 11 =9 + 2 =11 + 0
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18

Coda PO WY 27 3

5 U 3 3 3

AR CohEm MY 28 3 3 3

SIIRNTON TON 3 3 3
Strophe 13 Total, v. 18 12 =9 + 3 =6 _+ 6
Total, v. 17-18 23 =18 + 5 =17 + 6
Canto IV Total,v. 14-18 48 =34 + 14 =42 + 6
Total, v. 12-18 75 =52 +23 =69 + 6
Total,v.2-18 182 =125 + 57 =135 + 47

With the heading, v. 1-18 185 =128 + 57

Observations

1.

Psalm 40 consists of two distinct, originally independent components: vs. 2-13 and vs.
14-18. The fact that there are exactly 17 verses and 182 (7 x 26) words, strongly
suggests that the two components were not simply glued together, but carefully adapted
and fused into a unity as the psalm now stands in MT. Therefore, the two sections of
Psalm 40 should be differentiated, but at the same time treated as a single literary entity.
For a comparable situation, see Observation 4 in my Analysis of Psalm 7.

There is no agreement among scholars about the relationship between 40:14-18 and
Psalm 70, which is a shorter, slightly different version of 40:14-18. Many scholars adhere
to the traditional view that these verses originally belonged to Psalm 40, but there is now
evidence to show that 40:14-18, was secondarily attached to 40:2-13. In my opinion,
40:14-18 is a reworked version of Psalm 70 by the editors of Book |, who adapted it to fit
into its new context, where it forms part of a sub-group of 11 psalms. See the
Composional Structure of the Psalter.

Van der Lugt has pointed out that vs. 2-13 has a very pronounced regular framework.
The 134 words of these 12 Masoretic verses (which is in his view Psalm 40 proper) divide
into two equal sections (vs. 2-7 and 8-13), with 2 cantos, 4 Canticles, 10 verselines, and
67 words each. This shows that vs. 2-13 is still a self-contained literary unity within Psalm
40 as it stands in MT after the incorporation of 40:14-18.

The arithmetic centre of the psalm as a whole is constituted by the two words 708 71777,

"YHWH, you', in v. 10c: 182 = 90 + 2 + 90. A larger, probably consciously designed
meaningful centre, is to be found on colon level, in vs. 10b-11b (60 = 28 + 4 + 28):

MY S T A RPIN NG mew g e
MRS NP NI 25 T3 Tren NS AnpTs e
1%¢ | do not restrain my lips // as you know, YHWH.
1ab your justice | have not kept hidden in my heart //
your faithfulness and saving power | announced.
The first section, vs. 2-13 (Cantos I-1ll), has its own meaningful centre, which is likewise
to be found on colon level: the two pivotal cola in vs. 7b-c (44 = 21 + 2 + 21) containing
the crucial statement that God does not demand offerings but obedience:
RPNY ND NRM TRl P ooz oy

Open ears have you given me // burnt offering and sin offering you have not required.
It is worth noting that the meaningful centre is made up of 7 words with 26 letters, exactly
as the meaningful centre of Psalm 39 - see Observation 1 in my Analysis of Psalm 39.

The second section, vs. 14-18 (Canto 1V), also has a meaningful centre of its own, in this
case, on word level (48 = 23 + 2 + 23): the two words IX7] TIX7, ‘Aha, Ahal’, in v. 16b.
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4. Viewed from a numerical point of view, the psalm has the following striking structure:

Verses Verselines Cola Words

Canto | vs. 2-5 4 7 14 41
Canto Il.L1  vs. 6-7 2 3 9 26
Canto Il.2 vs. 8-10 3 3 7 26
Canto lll vs. 11-13 3 7 14 41
Total vs. 2-13 12 20 44 134
Canto IV vs. 14-18 5 8 16 48
Total vs. 2-18 17 28 60 182

Canto | stands out because it contains the only words in Cantos I-Ill spoken about God.
Canto Il and Canto | resemble each other closely, being both made up of 7 verselines,
14 cola, and 41 words. The formal resemblance between Canticle I1.1 and 1.2 lies in their
having 3 verselines and 26 words. Canto IV, vs. 14-18, stands out as the section
integrated into the original psalm, vs. 2-13. The concluding strophe, v. 18, is evidently a
coda, significantly introduced by words suddenly spoken about God, as in Canto I.

The number 41, the number of words in Canto | and Canto Ill, represents the numerical
value of two keywords in v. 3 eloquently expressing the crisis in which the speaker finds

himself and from which he hopes to be rescued: 7127, 'from the pit' (13+2+6+20 = 41),
and ©41, 'from the mud' (13+9+10+9 = 41). 41 also happens to be the numerical value
of T]in;, ‘in the midst of, in v. 11a (2+22+6+11 = 41), but this may be coincidence.

However, | believe that the numerical value of "R, 'happy’ (52) in v. 5 was consciously

designed to determine the number of words in Canto Il. The word apparently preludes the
initial word of Psalm 41 — see Observation 2 in my Analysis of Psalm 41.

6. The divine name numbers feature in the entire poem to weave both sections together:

vs. 3-5 34 (2 x 17) words, with 26 before atnach,

vSs. 6-7 26 words in total

vs. 5-7 26 words before atnach

vs. 8-10 26 words in total

vs. 5-11 78 (3 x 26) words in total

v. 13 17 words in total

vs. 11-13 26 words before atnach

vs. 10-13 52 (2 x 26) words in total, with 34 before atnach
vs. 14-15 17 words in total

vs. 14-18 34 (2 x 17) words before atnach

vs. 12-18 52 (2 x 26) words before athach, and last but not least
vs. 2-18 182 (7 x 26) words in total.

7. The name M1 occurs no less than 9 times, with the middle occurrence exactly in v. 10c,

where it highlights the meaningful centre of the psalm.
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