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The Numerical Features of the Book of Exodus 
A New Approach to its Compositional Structure 

Please read the General Introduction 
Part II  Exod 15,22-18,27 The First Stages of the Wilderness Wanderings 

 Text Words Letters     Sum-W Sum-L Contents Highlighted 

1 Exod 15,22 17 62  17 62 §1  In the Wilderness of Shur: Marah and Elim 

2 Exod 15,23 15 48  32 110  

3 Exod 15,24 7+ 23  39 133 The people complain: “What are we to drink?” 

4 Exod 15,25 18+ 64 1  2 57 197 YHWH and Moses make the water drinkable. 

5 Exod 15,26 27=52  110 1  3  4 84 307   S  YHWH asserts that he is Israel’s healer. 

5 15,22-26 84 307     

6 Exod 15,27 13 52  97 359 §2  In the Wilderness of Sin: Israel Complains 

7 Exod 16,1 23 88  120 447  
8 Exod 16,2 10 36  130 483  

9 Exod 16,3 30+ 114 5 160 597   S The people rebuke Moses for letting them starve. 

10 Exod 16,4 22=52 82 2    6 182 679 YHWH provides them with bread from heaven. 

11 Exod 16,5 14 52  196 731   S  

12 Exod 16,6 15 58 7 211 789  

13 Exod 16,7 15 59 8  9 226 848  

14 Exod 16,8 27 102 10 11 12 253 950  

15 Exod 16,9 17 58 13 270 1008 The people summoned to come and meet YHWH. 
16 Exod 16,10 16 59 14 286 1067  P  

11 15,27-16,10 202 760     

17 Exod 16,11 5+ 18 3   15 291 1085 §3  In the Wilderness of Sin: Quails and Manna  

18 Exod 16,12 20+ 82 16 311 1167 YHWH promises to supply bread in plenty: 

19 Exod 16,13 13+ 52  324 1219 A flock of quails fly in and settle over the camp. 

20 Exod 16,14 13=51 44  337 1263 After the dew, flakes as fine as hoar-frost appear. 

21 Exod 16,15 24 83 17 361 1346  

22 Exod 16,16 18 70 18 379 1416  
23 Exod 16,17 7 33  386 1449  

24 Exod 16,18 12 50  398 1499  

25 Exod 16,19 9 30  407 1529  

26 Exod 16,20 15 59  422 1588  

27 Exod 16,21 10 38  432 1626  

28 Exod 16,22 15 60  447 1686  

29 Exod 16,23 27+ 97 19  20 474 1783 YHWH ordains a Sabbath for the following day:  
30 Exod 16,24 13+ 45  487 1828 The people prepare their manna for the Sabbath. 

31 Exod 16,25 12=52 47 21 499 1875 They eat it on the Sabbath day. 

32 Exod 16,26 9+ 35  508 1910 They must gather it six days; there is none the 7th. 

33 Exod 16,27 9=70 34  517 1944  S When some people try to gather, they find none. 

17 16,11-27 231 33x7 877    The number 7 preludes on the Sabbath day! 

34 Exod 16,28 10+ 39 4    22 527 1983 §4  In the Wilderness of Sin: Manna and Sabbath 

35 Exod 16,29 24+ 82 23 551 2065 YHWH provides two days’ food every 6
th

 day. 

36 Exod 16,30 4+ 18  555 2083 So the people must keep the Sabbath strictly. 

37 Exod 16,31 13=51 49  568 2132 The Israelites call this food Manna. 
38 Exod 16,32 24+ 100 24 592 2232 Moses orders Aaron to fill a jar with an omer of it 

39 Exod 16,33 18+ 67 25 610 2299 and store it in the sanctuary as a reminder. 

40 Exod 16,34 10=52+ 41 26 620 2340 Aaron does so and stores it before the Testimony. 

41 Exod 16,35 21+ 68  641 2408  

42 Exod 16,36 4 = 77 18  645 2426  P  

9 16,28-36 128 482    Until this point   occurs 221x (13x17) in the book!  
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43 Exod 17,1 17 67 27 662 2493 §5  In the Wilderness of Sin: Massah &  Meribah 
44 Exod 17,2 19 68 28 681 2561  

45 Exod 17,3 20 74  701 2635  

46 Exod 17,4 12+ 42 29 713 2677 The people have raised an outcry against Moses 

47 Exod 17,5 20+ 70 5   30 733 2747 and he appeals to YHWH for help. 

48 Exod 17,6 20=52 75  753 2822 YHWH provides water from the rock. 

49 Exod 17,7 19 69 31  32 772 2891  P  

7 17,1-7 127 465     

50 Exod 17,8 6 26  778 2917 §6  In the Wilderness of Sin:  Attacked by Amalek 
51 Exod 17,9 19 72  797 2989  

52 Exod 17,10 14+ 54  811 3043 Joshua fights against Amalek: Moses, Aaron, Hur 

53 Exod 17,11 12=26 47  823 3090 climb to the top of the hill: Moses raises his hands. 

54 Exod 17,12 23 91  846 3181  

55 Exod 17,13 8 28  854 3209  P    

56 Exod 17,14 19+ 70 6    33 873 3279 YHWH orders Moses to record the defeat in writing 

57 Exod 17,15 7=26 26 34 880 3305 Moses builds an altar: ‘YHWH is my banner’. 

58 Exod 17,16 11 35 35 891 3340  P  
9 17,8-16 119 449    119 = 7x17 

59 Exod 18,1 20 75 36 911 3415 §7  In the Wilderness of Sinai: Meeting with Jethro 

60 Exod 18,2 10 35  921 3450  

61 Exod 18,3 13 44  934 3494  

62 Exod 18,4 10+ 41  944 3535 Eliezer’s name symbolizes God’s saving acts. 

63 Exod 18,5 16=26 55  960 3590 Jethro comes to visit Moses at Mount Sinai. 

64 Exod 18,6 12 43  972 3633  
65 Exod 18,7 13 57  985 3690  

66 Exod 18,8 21+ 80 37  38 1006 3770 Moses tells him all that YHWH had done to Egypt. 

67 Exod 18,9 13+ 49 39 1019 3819 Jethro rejoices at YHWH’s saving acts in Egypt:  

68 Exod 18,10 18=52 67 40 1037 3886  “Blessed be YHWH who has delivered you!” 

69 Exod 18,11 12 44 41 1049 3930  

70 Exod 18,12 19+ 74  1068 4004 Jethro brings a whole-offering for God 

71 Exod 18,13 15=34 50  1083 4054 and Aaron and the elders share the meal with him. 
72 Exod 18,14 29 90  1112 4144  

73 Exod 18,15 9+ 33  1121 4177 Moses tells Jethro about his burdensome work of 

74 Exod 18,16 17=26 64  1138 4241 administering justice among his people. 

75 Exod 18,17 10 33  1148 4274  

76 Exod 18,18 17 51  1165 4325 Jethro advises Moses not to do everything himself,  

77 Exod 18,19 18+ 69  1183 4394 but to share his responsibilties with capable men 

78 Exod 18,20 16=34 63  1199 4457 and to instruct them how to fulfil their tasks. 

79 Exod 18,21 22 83  1221 4540  
80 Exod 18,22 20 73  1241 4613  

81 Exod 18,23 17+ 57  1258 4670 Jethro’s final advice: do this and God will direct you. 

82 Exod 18,24 8+ 28  1266 4698 Moses heeds his father-in-law: 

83 Exod 18,25 19+ 71  1285 4769 he chooses capable men and appoint them 

84 Exod 18,26 16+ 55  1301 4824 as leaders, officers, and magistrates. 

85 Exod 18,27 8=68 26  1309 4850  P Jethro goes back to his own country. 

27 18,1-27 418 1510    1309 = 77x17  

Observation 1  As has been argued in the analysis of Exod 1,1-15,21 (Part I), the best option to 

delimit Part I is to let it end with the 26-word concluding narrative in 15,20-21 ; see Observation 38 for 
the use of 17 or 26 or their multiples as a device for rounding off and finalizing a text. Seeing that we 
have encountered this particular device in several passages in Part I, this argument can also be used to 
settle the delimitation of Part II at the end of the story about the meeting of Moses and the Israelites 
with Jethro (18,1-27). The final five verses, 23-27, have altogether 68 (4x17) words.  

Numerically speaking there are two additional arguments supporting this delimitation: first, the total 
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number of words in Part II, 15,22-18,27, which amount to 1309 (77x17). And second, it has 85 (5x17) 
verses in total and divides into 7 paragraphs. Moreover, 19,1 is the beginning of Part III, Exod 19,1-20,26, 
the story dealing with the stay of the Israelites at Mount Sinai.  
It was relatively easy to determine the general framework of the text primarily in terms of content, the 
more so, because the demarcations of the subsections are clearly marked by Petuchah and Setumah as 
shown in the table above. The Setumahs after 16,3 and 16,5 do not have a demarcating function, for 
they are used to draw attention to the complaint of the Israelites to Moses and Aaron and YHWH’s 
reaction. Moreover, in order to highlight vs. 3-4 also numerically, they are made up of 52 (2x26) words.  

This double highlighting also applies to the Petuchah after 17,13 which draws attention to Joshua’s 
defeat of Amalek and YHWH’s resolve to blot out all memory of Amalek. For extra emphasis, vs. 14-15 
are made up of 26 words. 

Therefore, the text of Part II divides into the following 7 paragraphs: 

§1  Exod 15,22-26  In the Wilderness of Shur: Marah and Elim 
§2  Exod 15,27-16,10 In the Wilderness of Sin: the Israelites Complain 
§3  Exod 16,11-27 In the Wilderness of Sin: the Quails and the Manna 
§4  Exod 16,28-36  In the Wilderness of Sin: the Manna and the Sabbath  
§5  Exod 17,1-7   In the Wilderness of Sin: Massah and Meribah  
§6  Exod 17,8-16 In the Wilderness of Sin:  Israel Attacked by Amalek 
§ 7 Exod 18,1-27 In the Wilderness of Sinai: the Meeting with Jethro 

The centre of the heptade is constituted by §4  Exod 16,28-36, dealing with the Manna and the Sabbath, 
which has obviously been designed as the meaningful centre, seeing the importance of the Sabbath. In 
addition to its positioning in pride of place, the centre is also highlighted by the fact that 7 of the 9 verses 
are governed by the divine name numbers. Moreover, the two paragraphs (3-4) dealing with the Manna 
are altogether made up of 26 verses with 17 in §3 and 9 in §4. 

§1  Exod 15,22-26  In the Wilderness of Shur: Marah and Elim 

          
         

          
     

            
                  

         
          

             
           

      

Narrative: 
v. 22  17 

 
v. 23  15 

 
 

vs. 24-25a  18 
 

                                    52  (2x26) 
YHWH:  

             7 + 1 + 26 = 34    (2x17) 
These 34 words are made up of 

130 (5x26) letters. 

Observation 2  As I have demonstrated in my analysis of Exodus 15 (see there Observations 3 and 4), 

this passage is numerically inextricably linked to the Song and its Epilogue despite the fact that it belongs 
to Part II, dealing with the first stages of the Wilderness wanderings. Therefore, it has a bridge function, 
illustrating that Part I and II are closely linked together, and attesting to the literary unity of 1-18. 

Observation 3  As can be seen in the table above 4 of the 5 verses are governed by the divine name 

numbers, which emphasizes the importance of the passage, especially because it clearly preludes on the 
hot issue of thirst and hunger during the Wilderness wanderings and YHWH’s testing of the people.  
The verb , ‘he put them to the test’ (25b) anticipates the Massah/Meribah episode.  
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In my opinion, there can be no doubt about the identity of the speaker in v. 26. This can only be YHWH 
(contra C. Houtman in his commentary, Vol. II, p. 268) for it is difficult to imagine that such words could 
be attributed to Moses. The divine character of the speech in v. 26 is underscored by the fact that it is 
made up of 26 words, and even importantly, that its introduction has 8 words, which means that 25b-26 
have 34 words, and conspicuously 130 letters!  

§2  Exod 15,27-16,10  In the Wilderness of Sin: the Israelites Complain 

       
          

           
        

               
            

                     
          

                 
              

               
         

           
      

             
             

             
                  

              
                

         
                

            
           

Narrative: 
13 

 
23 

 
 

10 

Israelites: 
4 + 26 - 30 

 
 

YHWH: 
4  + 32 = 36 

Note how the two Setumahs 
highlight vs. 4-5 

Moses and Aaron: 
7 + 23 = 30 

 
 
 

Moses: 
2 + 25 = 27 

 
 

Moses: 
4 + 13 = 17 

Narrative: 
16 

Observation 3  The Israelites speak 26 words and 17 words are devoted to Moses’ last speech, 

including the introduction, and last but not least, altogether 104 (4x26) words are devoted to the 
speaking of the Israelites, Moses, and Aaron (30+30+27+17). 
The name  occurs no less then 10x, with a high density (8x) in vs. 6-10. 
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§3  Exod 16,11-27  In the Wilderness of Sin: the Quails and the Manna  

          
           

        
        

          
          

         
       

     
    

              
                

           
         

          
        

          
         

              
           

               
        

           
            

           
              

          
      

              
     

           
          

YHWH: 
5 + 20 = 25 

 
 
 

Narrative: 
 

vs. 13-14  26 
 
 

v. 15a  14 
 

Moses: 
3 + 25 = 28 

 
 

Narrative: 
19 

 

Moses: 
3 + 6 = 9 

Narrative: 
 

40 
 
 

Moses: 
2 + 25 = 27 

 
 
 

Narrative: 
13 

Moses: 
2 +19=21  

Narrative: 
9 

Observation 4  This paragraph stands out as being of crucial importance by its 17 verses and its 231 

words, a multiple of 7 and 11 (3x11x7), preluding symbolically, in my opinion, on the Sabbath, a focal 
theme in the next paragraph. The narrative sections have altogether 121 words, once again a multiple of 
11. Moreover, 110 (10x11) words are devoted to the five speeches including the introductions (25 for 
YHWH’s speech plus 85 (5x17) for Moses’ four speeches). The reason for the use of the number of 
fulfilment, 11, is not directly clear, but it is rather significant, the more so because the total number of 
words in Part II is 1309 (7x11x17). In my opinion, the deliberate use of 11 in this passage preludes 
symbolically on the fulfilment of YHWH’s promise in Exod 3,12 that Moses will bring the Israelites out of 
Egypt and worship God at Mount Sinai. And at this point in time, they have arrived at Mount Sinai. 
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§4  Exod 16,28-36  In the Wilderness of Sin: the Manna and the Sabbath 

                 
          

          
        

    
     

         
            

           
          

    
       

               
        

         
          

       
          

   
 

YHWH: 
4 + 30 = 34 

 
 
 

Narrative: 
 

17 
 

Moses: 
2 + 22 = 24 

 
 

Moses: 
4 + 14 = 18 

 
Narrative: 

 
 

35 

 
In 15,22-16,36  

the name   occurs 26x.  

Observation 5  No less than 7 verses are governed by the divine name numbers (28-34) to give 

prominence to their content: the relationship between the Manna and the keeping of YHWH’s laws, 
more particularly the commandment to keep the Sabbath. The prominence of the issue is strongly 
enhanced by the fact that 34 (2x17) words are devoted to YHWH’s speech, including the introduction, 
and that the narrative in vs. 30-31 has 17 words and that all the narrative sections have 52 (2x26) words 
in total. Additionally, the two Manna paragraphs (§§ 3 and 4) have altogether 26 verses (17 + 9). To 
crown it all: until this point in the story, the name   occurs 26x. 
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§5  Exod 17,1-7  In the Wilderness of Sin: Massah and Meribah 

               
         

             
                  

       
       

        
         

      
               

        
       

        
          

      
       

                

Narrative: 
17 

The people:  5 + 4 = 9    26 

Moses: 3 + 7 = 10 

Narrative:  8 

The people:  1 + 11 = 12 
 

Moses: 5 + 7 = 12 
 
 

YHWH: 4 + 30 = 34 
 

    52 (2x26) – see the table above 
 
 

Narrative: 25 
Altogether 77 (7x11) words are 

devoted to the speakers: 
9+10+12+12+34=77 

Observation 6  In v. 1, 17 words are used to tell that the Israelites camped at Rephedim, where there 

was no water to drink. Together with the 9 words about the dispute that arose between the people and 
Moses (v. 1-2a) we count 26 in total. Vs. 4-6, the reaction of Moses and YHWH to the people’s complaint, 
contain 52 (2x26) words, while 34 are devoted to YHWH’s speaking about the water from the rock.  

§6  Exod 17,8-16  In the Wilderness of Sin: Israel Attacked by Amalek 

        
                 

          
                

       
         

          
          

        
      

             
              

            
          

                    

Narrative:  6 
Moses:  

4 + 15 = 19 
 
 
 

Vs. 10-11  Narrative:  26 
 
 
 
 

Vs. 12-13  Narrative: 31 
 

The P draws attention to 14-15! 
 YHWH:  

  4 + 15 = 19 

          Narrative:  7    26    

Moses: 1 + 10 = 11 

Observation 7  The entire text consists of 119 (7x17) words. Two passages are highlighted by having 

26 words each: first, vs. 10-11 dealing with Joshua’s battle against Amalek and the tactics with his raised 
hands that Moses deployed during the battle, and second, vs. 14-15 containing YHWH’s instruction given 
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to Moses to record the defeat of Amalek in writing and his resolve to blot out all memory of Amalek from 
under heaven. The latter passage is extra highlighted by the Petuchah before v. 14.  
For more examples of the highlighting function of the P and S, see Part I, Observation 14. 

There is no doubt in my mind that the use of 7, the number of fullness, in the total number of 7 x 17 
words was premeditated and intentional in order to express symbolically the full defeat of Amalek.  

This also applies to the 49 (7x7)  words devoted to the speakers (19+19+11=49) and the 70 words used in 
the narrative sections (6+26+31+7 =70). All this is reinforced by the fact that the names of both Moses 
and Amalek occur 7x, and that the name Jethro occurs 7x in Chapter 18. 

§7  Exod 18,1-27  In the Wilderness of Sinai: the Meeting with Jethro 

            
             

            
                       

                          
                   

             
              

                 
         

       
        

                   
        

                
                    

           
                        

            
                 

          
               

                  
               

               
            

                    
         

                
             

                   
             

           
                

                   
             

                    

Narrative:  
 
 
 

69 
 
 
 
 
 

Jethro: 3 + 9 = 12 
 

Narrative:  
 
 
 

47 
 
 
 
 

Jethro: 2 + 28 = 30 
 
 
 

Narrative: 
 

43 
 
 
 

Jethro: 1 + 19 = 20 
 

Moses: 
3 + 23 = 26 

 
 

Jethro:  
4 + 116 = 120 

 
Words devoted to Jethro’s speeches 

in total: 
182 (7x26) 
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Narrative: 51 (3x17) 
 

All Narratives together: 210 (30x7) 

Observation 8  The narrative sections in the 7th paragraph have altogether 210 (30x7) words, a 

multiple of the number of fullness in order to help express the idea of completeness, as already signified 
by the total number of words in Part II, 1309, which is a multiple of 7 and 11 (7x11x17). This is strongly 
underscored by the 7 occurrences of the name Jethro (as well as that of Moses and Amalek in the 
previous passage!) and the total number of words (including the introductions) devoted to Jethro’s 
speaking, as being a prominent person in this paragraph, namely 182 (7x26). In order to give Moses also 
prominence, the author devoted 26 words to his speaking (including the introduction). 
As a matter of fact, Moses is the focal person: it is all about him and not about Jethro. This is statistically 
expressed by the numerous (20!) occurrences of his name in the 27 verses. Nevertheless, Jethro plays a 
crucial role: he gives Moses advice to lighten his burden as the spiritual leader of the people, making his 
mind and hands free to devote himself to his real task of mediator between YHWH and his people. 
The 7th paragraph functions as a cliffhanger: how will Moses carry out this task? 
To conclude my analysis of Part II, I present an overview of:  

The Narratives and Speeches in the Wanderings-story 

Paragraphs Narratives Moses/Aaron Israelites YHWH Jethro 

§1   15,22-26 50 - - 8+26=34 (2x17) - 

§2  15,27-16,10 62 13+61=74 4+26=30 4+32=36 - 

§3   16,11-27 121(11x11) 10+75-85 (5x17) - 5+20=25 - 

§4   16,28-36 52 (2x26) 6+36=42 - 4+30=34 - 

§5   17,1-7 50 8+14-22 6+15=21 4+30=34 (2x17) - 

§6   17,8-16 70 5+25=30 - 4+15=19 - 

§7   18,1-27 210 3+23=26 - - 10+172=182 (7x26) 

Totals 615 45+234=279 10+41=51(3x17) 29+153(9x17)=182(7x26) 10+172=182 (7x26) 

Note especially the significant number of words devoted to: 

 the words spoken by Moses/Aaron: 234 (9x26)  

 the speaking of the Israelites: 51 (3x17) words including the introductions 

 the speaking of  YHWH:  153 (9x17) words spoken and 182 (7x26) including the introductions  

 and the speaking of Jethro: 182 (7x26) words including the introductions. 
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